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Adaptation is an essential pillar of any comprehensive policy 

response to climate change.  Given the context-specific  

nature of adaptation, learning by doing can enhance our 

understanding of the adaptation process and build the 

knowledge base to facilitate effective adaptation actions.

Adaptation to the impacts of climate change will continue 

to be a necessity for all countries, particularly developing 

countries, especially the LDCs, SIDS and countries in Africa 

suffering from drought, desertification and floods.

The adaptation policy context, information base, assessment 

process and planning and practices explained in this 

publication, including the valuable experiences gained, 

and gaps, needs and opportunities identified, can be  

used to support the implementation of adaptation action 

as part of an enhanced adaptation response in the future.

The NWP has played a significant catalytic and facilitative role 

in promoting stakeholder engagement, knowledge sharing and 

learning, and targeted adaptation actions.

Through a wide range of submissions, workshops, expert 

meetings, stakeholder involvement and links with  

other UNFCCC processes, the NWP has helped identify 

gaps, needs, opportunities and possible further actions  

that could be carried out to advance actions on adaptation.  

The NWP has engaged organizations, institutions and 

businesses at all levels and in a large range of sectors as 

well as adaptation experts though action pledges208.  

Calls for action209 catalyze adaptation activities at 

international, regional, national and subnational levels. 

These have enhanced efforts for adaptation between 

partners and on the ground (UNFCCC 2009h).

Although substantial progress has been made, opportunities  

for further progress remain.

Important opportunities include:  maintaining and 

enhancing communication and exploiting opportunities 

for collaboration on efforts and sharing of practices 

between Parties and stakeholders, between sectors, and 

across levels; bridging data gaps, making provisions of 

relevant data, information and knowledge at all levels in 

particular traditional knowledge, tools and methods, and 

good practices and practical lessons learned; building 

capacity for the ongoing implementation of adaptation 

across all sectors and levels, including ensuring appropriate 

education and training opportunities and research efforts 

to continue developing the adaptation knowledge base; 

and continuing the integration of adaptation activities 

into sustainable development efforts.  Rising availability of 

financial resources, in particular for developing countries, 

is crucial. Increased investment in adaptive capacity, such 

as strengthening the ability of countries to reduce disaster 

risk, will safeguard economic progress already made, and 

enable climate-resilient development.

Looking to the future, much progress can be made with 

political momentum, increasing interest from the public and 

private sectors, as well as enhanced investment.

The growing level of public awareness and stakeholder 

engagement could further catalyze investment and 

targeted actions.  Lessons learned and good practices from 

early adaptation actions are now more visible and can 

provide much needed evidence-based knowledge sharing 

and learning opportunities for adaptation.  With 

strengthened public-private sector partnerships, the 

private sector is well supported and is ready to play  

an important role in advancing the adaptation agenda 

through a wide variety of actions including being 

adaptation champions, and providing crucial investment  

in climate risk management schemes.

Other initiatives under the UNFCCC processes, and  

the UN at large, are further supporting the adaptation 

information base, adaptation assessment, and planning 

and practice, including research, technology and  

capacity-building.  This includes the development and 

implementation of a new Global Framework for Climate 

Services (GFCS), adopted at WCC-3, the research dialogues 

under the UNFCCC, TT-Clear, the UN Delivering As One  

on adaptation across all organizations and agencies 

(UNFCCC 2008e) and work with LDCs (UNFCCC 2009d).

Looking to the future, an enhanced future adaptation 

regime will benefit from an expanded knowledge sharing 

and dissemination system, as well as further engagement  

of organizations.  The NWP has successfully created 

a network of partners and stakeholders and a substantial 

knowledge base, and is poised to respond to the evolving 

needs of countries in the context of an enhanced future 

adaptation regime.
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