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What is UN-Water?

 UN-Water is the United Nations coordination 
mechanism for all freshwater related issues
– E.g. water supply, water resources management, 

sanitation, wastewater, water related climate 
change adaptation, ecosystems, water related 
disasters

 UN-Water is not an agency or an organization
 Activities are implemented by Members, 

Partners and Programmes
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Governance
 Senior Programme Managers (i.e. the “board”)
 Joint Steering Group

– Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary
– 4 rotating UN-Water Members

 UN-Water Management Team
– Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary
– Technical Advisory Unit

o Chief Technical Adviser
o Programme Expert
o Communications Manager (part time)

 UN-Water Programmes
 UNOPS Inter Agency Trust Fund
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30 UN-Water Members
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25 UN-Water Partners

Partners with Special Status
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3+1 UN-Water Programmes
 World Water Assessment 

Programme (WWAP)
– UNESCO, Perugia

 UN-Water Decade Programme on 
Advocacy and Communications 
(UNW-DPAC)
– UNDESA, Zaragoza

 UN-Water Decade Programme on 
Capacity Development (UNW-DPC)
– UNU, Bonn

 WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring 
Programme for Water Supply and 
Sanitation (JMP)*
– WHO and UNICEF, Geneva and New York

* Affiliated to UN-Water
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UN-Water strategic directions

1. Bring further coherence 
amongst its Members 
and Partners

2. Play a major role in 
ensuring that water is 
included in global policy 
debates

3. Support its Members 
and Partners at all 
levels, but with a 
particular focus on the 
country level 
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Thematic Priority Areas and Task Forces
 Thematic Priority Areas (TPA)

– Water and Climate Change (WMO)
– Transboundary Waters (UNECE, UNESCO)
– Water Quality (UNEP)
– Drinking Water and Sanitation (UNICEF)

 Task Forces (TF)
– Wastewater Management (UNEP, UN 

HABITAT)
– Regional Level Coordination (UN ESCAP, UN 

ESCWA)
– Country Level Coordination (UNDP, UNW-

DPC)
– Water Resources Management (UNEP)
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TPA on Water and Climate Change

 Established in 2008 
 Coordinating organization: WMO 
 The core objective is to strengthen UN 

System coordination on activities related to 
water and climate change
 28 members including organizations within 

the UN System and outside 
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Mapping Exercise
 To determine 

duplications and gaps 
in order to improve 
coordination
 The results of the 

mapping are available 
on the UN-Water 
Activity Information 
System Plus (UNW-
AIS+) 
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Policy Brief
 UN-Water policy brief 

developed in 2010 and 
endorsed by UN-Water at 
large
 6 Guiding principles
 Initially distributed at 

COP 16 in Cancun
 UN-Water Key Messages 

on Climate and Water 
addressed to the parties 
of the UNFCCC  
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Guidance Note

 Developed for staff of UN-
Water members at country 
level, who may not always 
be conversant with 
disciplines other than their 
own
 Final version of the 

Guidance Note should be 
endorsed by UN-Water in 
August 2012
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Planned activities
 Communication Strategy on water-related 

adaptation to climate change 
- Translate the Policy Brief into a “communication         

language”
 Joint Project on Adaptation to climate change

- Preparation of a joint project, taking advantage of   
the pool of know-how available 

- The collaboration will start from the design phase  
of the project

 Report on key challenges to adaptation
- Report highlighting lessons learned from projects      

already implemented or under implementation
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Thank you

Sophia Sandström
ssandstrom@wmo.int


