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It was six men of Indostan

To learning much inclined,
Who went to see the Elephant
(Though all of them were
blind),

That each by observation
Might satisfy his mind. [...]
And prate about an Elephant
Not one of them has seen!
(John Godfrey Saxe's)
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GCOS Reports and Plans
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Art 5 ALt/ Art /A AGEREOY AVAGEERY ALREZY  Art 13 Art 14

Paris Agreement Article 7 (7c):
Strengthening scientific knowledge
on climate, including research,
systemic observation of the
climate system and early warning
systems.

COP21- CMP11

PARIS 2015

UN CLIMATE CHANGE CONFERENCE
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Improve global,
regional and
locallong-term
climate
forecasts

Implementation
Aims

Improve the
communication
of the state
of the climate




Annex A — Terrestrial ECV product requirements

ECV Products Frequency Resolution Required measurement uncertainty

500m-1km based
Above- Maps of AGB Annual on < 20% error for biomass values > 50 t/ha, and
ground biomass P 100-200m 10 t/ha for biomass values < 50 t/ha

observations

15% (maximum error of omission and
commission in mapping individual classes),

Maps of land cover Annual 250m :
location accuracy better than
1/3 IFOV with target IFOV 250 m
Land cover 5% (maximum error of omission and
Maps of high resolution commission in mapping individual classes),
P J S year 10 - 30m : BRS )
land cover location accuracy better than
1/3 IFOV with target IFOV 10-30 m
Maps of key IPCC land 20% (maximum error of omission and
P Y 1-10 years 10-1000 m : (. - L
use, related changes : o : : commission in mapping individual classes),
(incl. historical | (depending on time :
and land management : location accuracy better than
data) period)

types 1/3 IFOV with target IFOV







Climate observations also
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.. Regional distribution of many ECVs:
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Following the GCOS Implementation Plan
T T e

1 2 5 4

will contribute to successful adaptation and mitigation,
reduced climate risks, enhanced livelihoods, and food & water security




