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      DESCRIPTION 
 

 Locally led adaptation, in which local actors have decision-making 
power in planning, implementing, and monitoring and evaluation, 
can play an essential role in achieving successful and sustainable 
adaptation.  
  
This working paper examines the existing literature on locally led 
adaptation, looking at efforts that have optimized finance through 
direct and consistent collaboration with local actors and identifying 
initiatives that embody locally led principles rather than traditional 
stakeholder consultation or participation.  
  
The authors sought to identify projects and designs that aim to 
catalyze accelerated action and support for locally led adaptation.  
  
The paper includes examples of projects or programs that have been 
responsive to local priorities and produced benefits (whether initial 
or over time) in terms of climate resilience.  
  
The authors synthesized the essential characteristics and program 
designs of international and country-driven investments that have 
reached the local level and enabled locally led adaptation.  
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