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Background	note	

Possible	elements	for	the	rolling	workplan	of	the	Technology	
Executive	Committee	for	2016–2017	

I. Introduction	

A. Background	

1. The	rules	of	procedure	of	the	Technology	Executive	Committee	(TEC)	stipulate	that	the	TEC	shall	
agree	on	a	workplan	and	that	the	workplan	shall	be	kept	under	regular	review	by	the	TEC.		

2. The	 rolling	workplan	 of	 the	 TEC	 for	 2014–2015	was	 agreed	 at	 the	 first	meeting	 of	 the	 TEC	 in	
2014.	At	its	10th	meeting	(TEC	10),	the	TEC	agreed	to	update	its	workplan	as	contained	in	annex	III	to	the	
meeting	report	of	TEC	10.1	This	update	was	undertaken	 following	the	additional	mandates	by	COP	20	
and	SBI	41	in	Lima	and	based	on	the	prioritisation	of	activities	that	the	TEC	could	deliver	in	2015,	within	
time	 and	 resources	 available	 to	 the	 TEC	 and	 the	 secretariat	 supporting	 the	 work	 of	 the	 TEC.	 In	 this	
update,	 the	TEC	 indicated	 that	 some	of	 the	activities	will	be	deferred	 to	2016–2017	workplan.	 It	 also	
noted	that	there	are	other	activities	that	have	started	in	this	year	which	will	continue	into	2016.	

3. The	2014–2015	rolling	workplan	of	the	TEC	will	conclude	at	the	end	of	this	year.	Therefore	at	this	
meeting	 the	 TEC	 may	 wish	 to	 initiate	 consideration	 of	 possible	 elements	 for	 its	 2016–2017	 rolling	
workplan.	It	should	be	noted	that	the	new	workplan	will	only	be	finalised	at	the	first	meeting	of	the	TEC	
in	 2016,	 to	 allow	 new	 members	 and	 the	 new	 Chair	 and	 Vice	 Chair	 of	 the	 TEC	 to	 participate	 in	 the	
elaboration	of	the	workplan.	

B. Scope	of	the	note	

4. The	 note	 outlines	 possible	 elements	 that	 the	 TEC	 may	 wish	 to	 take	 into	 consideration	 in	
elaborating	 its	 2016–2017	 workplan,	 including	 the	 activities	 carried	 over/deferred	 from	 the	 current	
workplan.	The	note	was	prepared	by	the	Chair	and	Vice	Chair	of	the	TEC	with	a	view	to	facilitating	TEC	
discussion	on	this	matter	at	TEC	11.	

C. Possible	actions	by	the	Technology	Executive	Committee	

5. The	TEC	may	wish	to:	

(a) Provide	guidance,	as	appropriate,	on	possible	elements	of	the	2016‐2017	rolling	workplan;	

(b) Authorise	 the	 Chair	 and	 Vice	 Chair	 of	 the	 TEC	 to	 prepare,	 with	 the	 support	 of	 the	
secretariat,	a	draft	TEC	rolling	workplan	for	2016–2017,	taking	into	account	the	outcomes	
of	COP	21,	for	the	TEC’s	consideration	at	its	first	meeting	in	2016.	

                                                            
1	TEC/2015/10/12	
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II. Possible	elements	for	consideration	

A. Context	

1. Mandate,	functions,	and	priority	areas	

6. The	workplan	 should	be	based	on	 the	mandate	of	 the	TEC	and	designed	 to	 support	 the	TEC	 in	
fulfilling	its	mandates	and	implementing	its	 functions	as	set	by	the	COP.	In	addition,	the	priority	areas	
that	 could	 be	 considered	 may	 include	 the	 elements	 defined	 in	 paragraph	 120	 of	 decision	 1/CP.16.	
Further,	 the	 TEC	 workplan	 should	 provide	 opportunities	 for	 the	 TEC	 to	 contribute	 to	 enhancing	
coherence	and	synergy	within	the	Technology	Mechanism,	as	mandated	by	the	COP.	

2. Work	of	the	TEC	in	2014‐2015	

7. The	work	of	the	TEC	in	2014‐2015	is	structured	around	six	areas:	

(a) Joint	work	under	the	Technology	Mechanism;	

(b) Technology	needs	assessments	(TNA);	

(c) Climate	technology	financing;	

(d) Enabling	environments	and	barriers;	

(e) Technologies	for	adaptation	and	mitigation;	

(f) Strategic	and	cross‐cutting	issues.	

8. The	 implementation	 of	 the	 2014‐2015	 rolling	 workplan	 in	 these	 areas	 may	 provide	 valuable	
inputs	and	lessons	learned	for	the	formulation	of	the	new	workplan.		

9. Further,	it	should	be	noted	that	in	Lima	the	TEC	received	additional	requests	by	the	COP	and	SBI	
to	undertake	work	related	to	the	TNA	and	evaluation	of	the	Poznan	Strategic	Programme	on	technology	
transfer.2	The	TEC	committed	to	undertake	this	important	work	within	the	timeline	set	by	Parties	and	
incorporated	 these	 two	 mandates	 in	 the	 relevant	 areas	 of	 work,	 as	 reflected	 in	 the	 updated	 rolling	
workplan	for	2015.3	

10. Therefore,	the	TEC	may	wish	to	consider	the	outcomes	of	its	work	in	2014‐2015,	particularly	in	
the	context	of	continuing	with	the	same	strategic	direction	and	maintaining	coherence	and	continuation	
of	the	TEC’s	activities.	

11. The	 TEC	 could	 also	 take	 into	 consideration	 its	 2014	 and	 2015	 key	 messages	 and	
recommendations	 to	 the	 COP	 as	 sources	 of	 inputs	 for	 key	 work	 that	 can	 be	 undertaken	 in	 the	 new	
workplan.	

12. In	addition,	it	could	also	look	at	the	outcomes	of	workshops	and	thematic	dialogues	the	TEC	held,	
and	the	main	findings/highlights	of	the	TEC	briefs	in	these	relevant	areas.	

13. For	further	information	on	the	previous	work	plans	and	activities	of	the	TEC,	the	TEC	may	wish	to	
refer	to	a	dedicated	page	on	TT:CLEAR.4	This	page	illustrates	the	overall	progress	of	work	and	how	the	
activities	and	deliverables	of	the	work	relate	to	the	functions	of	the	TEC.	

3. Potential	collaboration	with	other	bodies	under	and	outside	the	Convention	

14. The	TEC	has	been	very	active	in	reaching	out	to	other	bodies	and	stakeholders	under	and	outside	
the	Convention,	and	in	exploring	potential	collaboration	with	these	entities.	These	efforts	have	produced	
results	 where	 now	 the	 TEC	 has	 established	 contacts	 and	 collaborations	 with	 many	 institutions	 and	
stakeholders	 through	 various	means,	 including	participation	 in	 task	 forces,	 exchange	of	 inputs,	 cross‐
participation	in	meetings,	and	others.	The	TEC	may	wish	to	consider	how	they	can	leverage	and	further	
enhance	these	collaborations	in	the	development	of	its	workplan	for	the	next	two	year.	

                                                            
2	Decision	17/CP.20	para	13,	and	FCCC/SBI/2014/21	paragraph	88.	
3	See	footnote	1.	
4	http://unfccc.int/ttclear/templates/render_cms_tabbed?TEC_WRK	



Technology	Executive	Committee	 TEC/2015/11/19
	

3	of	4	

B. On‐going	and	future	activities	

15. Some	of	the	activities	of	the	rolling	workplan	for	2014–2015	are	still	on‐going	and	will	continue	in	
2016	 as	 contained	 in	 the	 table	 1	 below.	 Such	 activities	may	 constitute	 a	 first	 set	 of	 activities	 for	 the	
rolling	workplan	for	2016–2017.	

	

Table	1.	On‐going	activities	that	will	continue	in	2016	

Activity	 Expected	outcomes		 Remarks	

4.	Enabling	environment	and	barriers	

4.2.	Initiate	consideration	on	further	work	on	
enablers	and	barriers,	taking	into	account	the	
outcomes	of	the	workshop	on	national	
systems	of	innovation	

	 This	activity	has	been	
initiated	in	the	second	
half	of	2015	

5.	Technologies	for	adaptation	and	mitigation	

5.2.	Initiate	preparation	of	a	paper,	in	
collaboration	with	relevant	organizations,	to	
deepen	the	consideration	of	some	aspects	
related	to	distributed	renewable	energy	
generation	and	integration	

Identification	and	generation	of	policy	
options,	mechanisms	and	measures	to	
enhance	the	development	and	transfer	
of	technology	for	distributed	
renewable	energy	generation	and	
integration	

This	activity	has	been	
initiated	in	the	second	
half	of	2015	

5.3.	Prepare	a	thematic	dialogue	on	enablers	
and	barriers	to	South‐South	cooperation	on	
technologies	for	adaptation,	to	be	held	as	part	
of	the	first	meeting	of	the	TEC	in	2016	

Enhanced	understanding	of	enablers,	
barriers	and	contributing	factors	to	
successful	replication	and	transfer	of	
technology	in	relation	to	South‐South	
cooperation	on	technologies	for	
adaptation	in	the	areas	of	agriculture	
and	water	

This	activity	has	been	
initiated	in	the	second	
half	of	2015	

	

16. TEC	10	also	agreed	on	a	number	of	activities	whose	deliverables	and	timelines	will	be	determined	under	
the	2016–2017	workplan.	These	activities	are	 listed	 in	 the	table	2	below.	The	TEC	may	wish	to	 initiate	their	
consideration	of	these	activities	as	second	set	of	activities	for	the	rolling	workplan	for	2016–2017.	

	

Table	2.	Activities	of	2014–2015	workplan	to	be	considered	under	2016–2017	workplan	

Activity	 Expected	outcomes		 Remarks	

2.	Technology	needs	assessment	

2.2.	Further	work	on	possible	ways	to	
establish	linkages	between	TNAs	and	
nationally	appropriate	mitigation	actions,	
national	adaptation	plans	and	national	
communications,	and	involve	national	
designated	entities	in	the	process	

‐	Strengthening	of	the	TNA	process		

‐	Identifying	actions	to	accelerate	the	
implementation	of	the	results	of	TNAs	

	

{to	be	determined}	

3.	Climate	technology	financing	

3.6.	Consider	assessing	the	technology	and	
research,	development	and	demonstration	
(RD&D)	financing	needs,	including	options	for	
stimulating	investment	in	RD&D	and	
deploying	low	carbon	technologies	

Better	understanding	of	the	existing	
financial	sources	for	cooperative	
RD&D	and	gaps	for	enhancing	
cooperative	RD&D	

{to	be	determined}	
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5.	Technologies	for	adaptation	and	mitigation	

5.4.	Further	work	in	collaboration	with	the	
Adaptation	Committee,	taking	into	account	
the	outcomes	of	the	workshop	on	
technologies	for	adaptation	

	 {to	be	determined}	

6.	Strategic	and	cross‐cutting	issues	

Strategic	and	emerging	issues	 	 	

6.1.	Discuss	strategic	issues	and	possible	
activities	that	the	TEC	could	undertake	on	
matters	relating	to	the	roles	of	technology	
and	the	Technology	Mechanism,	in	the	
medium‐	and	long‐term	horizons,	taking	into	
account	outcomes	of	the	work	of	the	
Intergovernmental	Panel	on	Climate	Change,	
in	collaboration	with	the	CTCN,	as	required	

The	TEC	to	proactively	contribute	to	
the	on‐going	discussion	in	the	context	
of	the	Durban	Platform	for	Enhanced	
Action	negotiations	(2015–2020	
period	and	on	2015	agreement),	and	to	
stand	ready	and	be	responsive	for	any	
request	for	inputs	from	Parties	on	this	
matter	

{to	be	determined}	

6.2.	Exchange	views	on	emerging,	future	and	
cross‐cutting	issues	relevant	to	technology	
development	and	transfer	

Provide	opportunities	for	the	TEC	to	
discuss	any	topics	that	in	the	medium	
and	long	terms	could	become	
relevant	to,	or	have	impacts	on,	the	
development	and	transfer	of	
technology		
	

{to	be	determined}	

Communication	&	Outreach	 	 	

6.3.	Continue	consideration	of	TEC	outreach	
and	communication	strategy	
	

Focused	and	strategic	targets	for	
products	and	activities	of	the	TEC	

{to	be	determined}	

C. Potential	requests	and	invitation	by	the	Conference	of	the	Parties	and	
subsidiary	bodies	

17. In	 elaborating	 its	 2016–2017	 rolling	 workplan,	 the	 TEC	 may	 wish	 to	 note	 the	 on‐going	
developments	under	the	COP	and	SBs	which	may	provide	it	with	new	mandates	through	the	outcomes	of	
Paris	climate	conference.	For	example,	as	the	TEC	will	deliver	an	interim	report	on	TNAs	to	COP	21,	the	
COP	may	request	the	TEC	to	continue	work	on	TNAs	in	2016.5		

18. Further,	 the	 TEC	 may	 also	 note	 that	 the	 Ad	 Hoc	 Working	 Group	 on	 the	 Durban	 Platform	 for	
Enhanced	Action	(ADP)	is	expected	to	conclude	its	work	both	on	Workstream	I	(Developing	a	protocol,	
another	legal	instrument	or	an	agreed	outcome	with	legal	force	under	the	Convention	applicable	to	all	
Parties	 (2015	 agreement)	 and	Workstream	 2	 (Enhancing	 mitigation	 ambition	 to	 close	 the	 pre‐2020	
ambition	gap)	at	COP	21	in	Paris.	The	outcomes	of	the	work	of	the	ADP	in	these	areas	may	have	impact	
on	the	work	of	the	TEC	in	the	future.	

D. Others	

19. The	TEC	may	wish	to	consider	and	include	any	other	activities	in	its	2016–2017	rolling	workplan,	
resources	permitting,	in	order	to	fulfil	its	mandates	from	the	COP.	

	 	 	 	

                                                            
5	The	current	mandate	is	to	provide	an	interim	report	to	the	forty‐third	sessions	of	the	subsidiary	bodies	on	guidance	
on	how	the	results	of	TNAs	can	be	developed	into	implemented	projects	


