
Initial Report

No later than authorization of 
ITMOs from a cooperative 
approach or where practical in 
conjunction with the next BTR. 
2/CMA.3, annex, para 18

It is a Party to the Paris 
Agreement

It has prepared and is 
maintaining an NDC

It has arrangements in place 
for authorizing ITMOs

It has arrangements in place 
for tracking ITMOs

It has provided the most 
recent national inventory 

report according to 18/CMA.1

Participation contributes to 
NDC and the Paris AgreementFulfill participation 

requirements

2/CMA.3, annex, para 18a

2/CMA.3, 
annex, 
para 4b

2/CMA.3, 
annex, 
para 4a

2/CMA.3, 
annex, 
para 4c

2/CMA.3, 
annex, 
para 4d

2/CMA.3, 
annex, 
para 4e

2/CMA.3, 
annex, 
para 4f

If Party has not submitted a 
BTR, a description of the NDC

according to 18/CMA.1, 
annex, para. 64

2/CMA.3, annex, para 18b

Communicate ITMO metrics 
and the method for applying 
corresponding adjustments

2/CMA.3, annex, para 18c

Quantify the Party’s mitigation 
information in t CO2eq, 

including sectors, sources, 
time periods, etc.

2/CMA.3, annex, para 18d

Provide a copy of the 
authorization by the Party

2/CMA.3, annex, para 18g

Describe how the cooperative 
approach ensures 

environmental integrity

2/CMA.3, annex, para 18h

Other matters (safeguards, 
OMGE, human rights, SDGs, 

adaptation)

2/CMA.3, annex, para 18i

Annual 
information

On an annual basis by no later 
than 15 April of the following year 
and in an agreed electronic 
format  2/CMA.3, annex, para 20

Regular 
information

As an annex to its BTR reports
that are submitted ...no later than 
31 December of the relevant year 
2/CMA.3, annex, para 21

How the Party is fulfilling 
participation requirements

2/CMA.3, annex, para 21a

Any updates to an Initial 
Report or previously submitted 

BTRs (description of NDC)

2/CMA.3, annex, para 21b

Authorizations and changes to 
authorizations

2/CMA.3, annex, para 21c

Annual information on 
authorizations and status of 

ITMOs

2/CMA.3, annex, para 20a

OIMP, first-transferring Party, 
the using Party, years, sectors, 

activities, identifiers 

2/CMA.3, annex, para 20b

How corresponding 
adjustments performed have 

environmental integrity

2/CMA.3, annex, para 21d

How it is ensured that 
transferred ITMOs will not be 

further transferred, cancelled, 
or used 

2/CMA.3, annex, para 21e

How it is ensured that 
transferred ITMOs will not be 

further transferred, cancelled, 
or used 

2/CMA.3, annex, para 21f

How the cooperative 
approach contributes to 

mitigation of GHG and the 
NDC

2/CMA.3, annex, para 22a

How the cooperative 
approach ensures 

environmental integrity

2/CMA.3, annex, para 22b

How IPCC metrics and 
methodologies used

2/CMA.3, annex, para 22c

Measurements of mitigation 
co-benefits resulting from 

adaptation 

2/CMA.3, annex, para 22e

How it minimizes and avoids 
negative environmental, 

economic, and social impacts

2/CMA.3, annex, para 22f

How it reflects the 11th 
preambular para of the Paris 

Agreement

2/CMA.3, annex, para 22g
How it contributes to the 

Party’s sustainable 
development objectives

2/CMA.3, annex, para 22h How it applies safeguards and 
limits

2/CMA.3, annex, para 22iHow it contributes resources 
for adaptation

2/CMA.3, annex, para 22j
How it delivers OMGE

2/CMA.3, annex, para 22k

Annual information submitted 
biennially on the emissions 

balance

2/CMA.3, annex, para 23

Annual anthropogenic 
emissions and removals 

covered by the NDC

2/CMA.3, annex, para 23a-b

Annual quantity of ITMOs 
transferred

2/CMA.3, annex, para 23c

Annual quantity of mitigation 
outcomes authorized for OIMP 
and entities authorized for use

2/CMA.3, annex, para 23d

Annual quantity of ITMOs used 
towards achievement of NDCs

2/CMA.3, annex, para 23e

Net annual quantity of ITMOs

2/CMA.3, annex, para 23f

Total quantitative 
corresponding adjustments 

used to calculate the 
emissions balance
2/CMA.3, annex, para 23g

Cumulative information in 
respect of annual information

2/CMA.3, annex, para 23h

Amounts per cooperative 
approach, sector, transferring 

Party, using Party, vintages

2/CMA.3, annex, para 23j

Annual emissions balance

2/CMA.3, annex, para 23k

Corresponding adjustments 
when BTR includes end year of 

NDC, and assessment of 
achievement

2/CMA.3, annex, para 23l



1. 
Develop a National 
REDD+ strategy or 
action plan

2. 
Establish a National 
Forest Monitoring 
System

3. 
Establish a 
Safeguards 
Information System

4. 
Submit a FREL/FRL1 
for technical 
assessment under 
the UNFCCC

5. 
Implement policies 
and measures for 
climate mitigation 
in line with the NDC

6. 
Monitor emissions 
and removals and 
estimate REDD+ 
results against the 
FREL/FRL1

7. 
Submit a BTR2 with a 
Technical Annex 
including REDD+ 
results to the 
UNFCCC for 
verification 

8. 
REDD+ Results are 
posted on the 
UNFCCC Lima 
Information Hub

Article 5.2 Process 1: Forest reference 
emissions level and/or 
forest reference level 

(FREL/FRL)

2:  Biennial Transparency 
Report (BTR) under the Paris 

Agreement.

Article 6.2 Process

D
Complete Articles 
5, 6, and 13 
technical expert 
reviews

C 
Submit a first BTR 
with regular 
information and the 
REDD+ technical 
annex (Step 7)

A
Submit an Initial 
Report

B
Complete Article 6 
technical expert 
review

Accounting and registering 
first-transfers

F 
Issue authorizations 
and report changes 
to authorizations

I 
Calculate an 
emissions balance 
based on 
(corresponding) 
adjustments

H
Apply 
(corresponding) 
adjustments

G 
Perform first-transfer of 
ITMOs

K
Complete Articles 5, 
6, and 13 technical 
expert reviews

J 
Submit a second 
BTR with regular 
information and a 
new technical 
annex with REDD+ 
results (Step 7)

2/CMA.3, annex, para 18c

2/CMA.3, annex, para 4e

2/CMA.3, annex, para 18g

2/CMA.3, annex, para 18d

2/CMA.3, annex, para 18h

Submission of 
Initial Report 
triggers A6 

review

It is a Party to the Paris 
Agreement

It has prepared, 
communicated, and 

is maintaining an NDC

It has arrangements in 
place for authorizing 

ITMOs

It has arrangements in 
place for tracking 

ITMOs

NIR may be submitted 
stand-alone or as a 

component of the BTR
18/CMA.1,annex, 

para. 12

2/CMA.3, annex, para 4a 2/CMA.3, annex, para 4b 2/CMA.3, annex, para 4c

It has provided the 
most recent national 

inventory

2/CMA.3, annex, para 4d 2/CMA.3, annex, para 4e

Communicate ITMO metrics 
and the method for applying 
corresponding adjustments

Demonstrate the Party has 
provided the most recent 
national inventory report 
according to 18/CMA.1

Provide a copy of the 
authorization by the Party

Quantify the Party’s mitigation 
in t CO2eq, including sectors, 

sources, time periods, etc.

Describe how the cooperative 
approach ensures 

environmental integrity

Submission of technical annex along with a BTR 
triggers REDD+ technical assessment

Submission of 
technical annex 
along with a BTR 
triggers REDD+ 
technical 
assessment

Registry 
communicates 
with UNFCCC 
REDD+ Lima 
Information Hub

E 
Register units in 
National or 
International Registry 

”Information submitted by 
a participating Party is 
considered to be 
consistent with CMA 
guidelines when all of the 
following requirements 
are met”:
6/CMA.4, annex II, 
paragraph 3

Achieving 
consistency with 
CMA decisions

The information is 
complete, transparent, 

and consistent with 
CMA decisions

The information is 
consistent across the 

different reporting 
requirements

The information is 
consistent across all 

Parties participating in 
the same cooperative 

approach

Parties report on how they are fulfilling the 
participation requirements as part of regular 
information (via BTRs) – Steps C and J above.
2/CMA.3, annex I, paragraph 21a

Regular information is within the scope of the 
Article 6 Technical Expert Review, including how 
Parties fulfill the participation requirements– 
Steps B, D, K above
6/CMA.4, annex II, paragraph 3b

2/CMA.3, annex, para 21c

2/CMA.3, annex, para 23k

2/CMA.3, annex, para 21d

2/CMA.3, annex, para 21e

2/CMA.3, annex, para 23c

2/CMA.3, annex, 
para 21-22

2/CMA.3, annex, 
para 21-22

1/CP.16, para 71a 1/CP.16, para 71c 1/CP.16, para 71d 1/CP.16, para 71b
and 13/CP.19

18/CMA.1, para. 14

9/CP.19, para. 91/CP.16, para 73 12(CP.17, para. 7

Relevant decisions 
13/CP.19, 2/CMA.3, 
6/CMA.4, 18/CMA.1

Relevant decisions 
13/CP.19, 2/CMA.3, 
6/CMA.4, 18/CMA.1

6/CMA.4, annex II, para 12
2/CMA.3, annex, 

para. 18-19

Article 6.2 
participation 
requirements

Each Party participating 
in a cooperative 
approach that involves 
the use of ITMOs shall 
ensure that its 
participation is consistent 
with this guidance and 
relevant decisions of the 
CMA 2/CMA.3, annex, 
paragraph 3

6/CMA.4, annex II, para. 3a 6/CMA.4, annex II, para. 3b

Including:
• Initial Report
• Updated Initial Report
• Annual Information
• Regular information
• Structured summary

6/CMA.4, annex II, para. 3c


