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Principles guiding LULUCF

Treatment of LULUCF has been negotiated 
after its adoption
– Text of the KP not sufficiently detailed

Consensus after long negotiations
– set of principles that guide the treatment of 

LULUCF
– instrumental to the definition of the activities 

included under Articles 3.4 and 12 of the KP



Principles guiding LULUCF

that the treatment of LULUCF activities be based on sound science;

that consistent methodologies be used over time for the estimation and 
reporting of these activities;

that the environmental integrity and the effectiveness of the KP towards the 
achievement of the long-term objective of the Convention would NOT be 
affected by the accounting of LULUCF activities;

that the mere presence of carbon stocks be excluded from accounting; 

that the reversal of any removal due to LULUCF activities be accounted for at 
the appropriate point in time; and

that accounting excludes removals resulting from CO2 fertilization, indirect 
nitrogen deposition and the dynamic effects of age structure resulting from 
activities and practices before the base (reference) year. 



Principles guiding LULUCF

Brazil believes that Annex I Parties should 
maintain the same set of principles agreed 
to in Marrakech and adopted in Montreal, in 
2005..



LULUCF activities under the KP

Article 3.3

Article 3.4

Article 12



LULUCF activities under the KP

Article 3 para 3 … net changes in GHG emissions 
by sources and removals by sinks resulting from 
direct human-induced land-use change and forestry 
activities, limited to afforestation, reforestation 
and deforestation activities since 1990, 
measurable as verifiable changes in carbon stocks in 
each commitment period, shall be used to meet the 
commitments under this Article of each Party 
included in Annex I. 



Article 3.4 of the KP

Protocol text
– … COP/MOP shall, at its first session or as soon as 

practicable thereafter decide upon modalities, rules and 
guidelines as to how, and which, additional human-
induced activities related to changes in GHG emissions by 
sources and removals by sinks in the agricultural soils 
and the land-use and forestry categories shall be added 
to, or subtracted from, the assigned amounts for Parties 
included in Annex I. … Such a decision shall apply in the 
second and subsequent commitment periods. 



Article 3.4 of the KP

Decision 16/CMP.1 
(FCCC/KP/CMP/2005/8/Add.3) 
– Decision 16/CMP.1 

(FCCC/KP/CMP/2005/8/Add.3) provides for the  
additional human-induced activities that an Annex 
I Party may choose to account under Article 3.4, 
limited to  forest management, cropland 
management, grazing land management, and 
revegetation.



Article 3.4 of the KP

Brail believes that in order to be consistent 
with the Kyoto Protocol, the set of LULUCF 
activities agreed in decision 16/CMP.1, in 
2005, shall also apply in the second and 
subsequent commitment periods.  



Article 3.4 of the KP

Possible amplification of the activities under Article 
3.4, beyond those identified in Decision 16/CMP.1?

– Climate change relates to a change in climate which is 
attributed, directly or indirectly to human activity that alters
the composition of the global atmosphere and that is in 
addition to natural climate variability observed over 
comparable time periods. 

– This definition, in our opinion, constrains the choice of 
new LULUCF activities that Annex I Parties may wish to 
include under Article 3.4, to demonstrate compliance in 
the next commitment period.



Article 3.4 of the KP

IPCC definition of anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions and 
removals by sinks

– those occurring on “managed land”
– assumes that the preponderance of anthropogenic effects occurs on this land
– recognizes that no area of the Earth’s surface is entirely free of human influence (e.g., 

CO2 fertilization). 

Decision 16/CMP.1: 
– discount factor and limits on the amount of carbon removal that can be accounted for

If natural and indirect effects cannot be factored out from those direct 
effects on carbon stock changes, some activities under Article 3.4 will 
have to be capped and discount factors have to be applied, following the 
approach adopted in the first commitment period.

It is important to recall that Article 3.4 activities are added to, or 
subtracted from, the assigned amounts for Parties included in Annex I.



Activities under LULUCF 



Article 3.4 of the KP

Practical methods for factoring out natural and indirect effects on 
carbon stock changes from those directly human-induced need 
to be developed, if consideration is to be given to the inclusion of 
additional activities under Article 3.4. 

IPCC was asked to develop practicable methodologies to factor out 
direct human induced changes in carbon stocks and emissions and 
removals from changes in carbon stocks and emissions and removals 
due to indirect and natural effects, as well as the effects due to pre-
reference year practices in forests 
Response : “The scientific community cannot currently provide a 
practicable methodology that would factor out direct human-induced 
effects from indirect human-induced and natural effects for any broad 
range of LULUCF activities and circumstances”.



Considering that:
– three years have already passed
– IPCC had indicated that research efforts were being carried 

out and were expected to provide an increasing 
understanding of the feasibility and practicability of a 
broadly based approach to the issues of separability and 
attribution

Brazil suggests that IPCC be invited again to 
address the issue of factoring out, to facilitate the 
consideration of other LULUCF activities under 
Article 3.4, in case Parties decide to re-open 
Decision 16/CMP.1. 



Article 12 of the KP

Decision 16/CMP.1

– eligibility of LULUCF limited to afforestation and 
reforestation. 

– treatment of LULUCF activities under Article 12 in 
the future commitment periods shall be decided 
as part of the negotiations on the second 
commitment period. 



Article 12 of the KP

It is our understanding that: 
– (1) Article 12 of the Protocol does not include LULUCF 

activities
– (2) the treatment of LULUCF mentioned in Decision 

16/CMP.1 does not affect the eligibility of activities that have
already been decided upon 

Hence, the only eligible activities under the CDM for future 
commitment periods shall be afforestation and reforestation 

– only LULUCF activities where anthropogenic effects on carbon 
stock changes can be verified, unless the issue of factoring out of 
non-anthropogenic effects can be resolved. 



Beyond technicalities…

Article 4.1.(d) of the Convention states that all Parties 
shall take steps to protect and enhance sinks and 
reservoirs of greenhouse gases.

– In the case of LULUCF, this means that all Parties have an 
obligation to maintain the stocks of carbon in the biosphere 
that happen to fall within their jurisdictions.

Article 3.4 of the Kyoto Protocol states that Annex I 
Parties are to inventory and report their respective 
stocks, as well as the changes in such stocks.  



Beyond technicalities…

Both of these provisions are additional to, 
and different from the commitments to 
reduce or limit emissions of greenhouse 
gases. 


