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Submission by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations on the Support to the  

 
National Adaptation Plan Process from a Food Security Perspective 

 
 
 
In response to the invitation by the UNFCCC Conference of the Parties (COP) to (1) support the national 
adaptation plan (NAP) process in the least developed countries (LDC); (2) provide information on support 
to the national adaptation plan process in LDC; (3) provide financial and technical support to developing 
country Parties to plan, prioritize and implement their NAP planning measures; and (4) provide 
information on activities to support the NAP process, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO) herein submits its views on the support it provides to the formulation and implementation 
of NAP.  
 
This submission builds on (1) the 2011 FAO submission to the Subsidiary Body for Implementation on 
processes to support the formulation and implementation of NAP1, and (2) the FAO presentations2 to the 
UNFCCC expert meeting on national adaptation plans in September 2011 in Vientiane and to the Twenty-
first LDC Expert Group (LEG) meeting in March 2012 in Bhutan. 
 
In its 2011 NAP submission, the FAO underlined the importance of the agricultural sectors � agriculture, 
fisheries and forestry � in short-term and long-term adaptation planning, both because of the sectors� 
particular vulnerabilities to climate change but also because of the sectors� potential contributions to 
national adaptation actions. The 2011 NAP submission recommended that the process to formulate and 
implement NAP include (1) full incorporation of regional issues and perspectives; (2) adequate means of 
involving all stakeholders from all sectors; (3) definition of clear principles, methodologies and tools for 
vulnerability assessment; (4) assistance from a collaborative team of national and international 
organisations; and (5) appropriate and dedicated funding sources. 
 
The FAO - through FAO-Adapt, its Framework Programme for Climate Change Adaptation - is committed 
to supporting countries on climate change adaptation within the agricultural sectors. With the objective to 
increase the resilience of production and management systems in agriculture, forestry and fisheries systems 
from  local to global levels, FAOs work on adaptation spans five overarching, interlinked themes:  
 

- Data and knowledge for impact and vulnerability assessment and adaptation planning  
- Institutions, policies and financing to strengthen capacities for adaptation  
- Sustainable and climate-smart management of land, water and biodiversity  
- Technologies, practices and processes for adaptation  
- Disaster Risk Management 

 

                                                 
1 FAO�s 2011 submission on national adaptation plans can be accessed at 
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2011/smsn/igo/316.pdf 
2 FAO�s presentation to the September 2011 Expert Meeting on National Adaptation Plans can be found at 
http://unfccc.int/files/adaptation/napas/application/pdf/fao_napa.pdf 
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More detail on the specific support provided by FAO under each of these five themes, including links to 
and examples of FAO's on-going work in support of adaptation, is provided on 
http://www.fao.org/climatechange/fao-adapt/en/. 
 
The FAO Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (CGRFA) has also acknowledged 
the need to address climate change in the Commission�s Multi-Year Programme of Work. During its last 
Regular Session in July 2011, the 173 Member Countries of the CGRFA recognized the lack of awareness 
on the potential of genetic resources in contributing to both climate change adaptation and food security 
objectives, and agreed on the need to identify a roadmap on climate change and genetic resources for food 
and agriculture. The Commission, also on the basis of sectoral studies produced by FAO1, encouraged its 
Members to consider available information about the importance of including the management of genetic 
resources for food and agriculture in planning and implementing their country's National Adaptation 
Programmes of Action (NAPAs)2 and Nationally Appropriate Mitigation Actions (NAMAs). 
 
In light of the above, the FAO stands ready to support LDC and other developing countries in the 
preparation and implementation of NAP, as well as to contribute to the draft NAP formulation guidelines, 
through the following activities and initiatives:  
 

- FAO intends to provide sector and context specific assistance through its in-country presence, 
combined with its technical and operational expertise on adaptation from its (sub)-regional offices, 
liaison offices and Headquarters. FAO�s engagement in NAP development and implementation will 
be essential to attain the knowledge and capacity required to understand and address medium- and 
long-term adaptation needs in the agricultural sectors at country and regional levels. Through FAO-
Adapt, FAO has put in place efficient in-house coordination mechanisms to ensure that its entire 
body of technical knowledge, tools and capacity development services on adaptation are easily 
accessible to countries.  

 
- FAO will adopt a comprehensive capacity development approach in its support to countries 

engaged in the NAP process, in order to enhance national capacities across the individual, 
organizational and policy levels for more sustainable and impactful results. This approach is 
reflected in FAO�s Corporate Strategy on Capacity Development, available at 
http://www.fao.org/capacitydevelopment/en/. 

 
- FAO also endeavours to support the agricultural sectors participation in NAP development and 

implementation at country level and through integration with UNDAF/One UN frameworks. 
Capacity building will include support to sectoral understanding of climate change implications, 
such as vulnerabilities and adaptation potentials, as well as communication of this understanding to 
and effective stakeholder participation within the broader, intersectoral national- and regional-level 
climate change planning and implementation.  

 
- FAO plans to continue its work with the UNFCCC secretariat, LDC Expert Group and partner 

agencies on the development and implementation of NAPs, within the areas of its mandate. In 
particular, FAO welcomes and intends to support the proposed Global Support Programme (GSP) 
for NAPs under development by UNDP and UNEP. Further, FAO will pursue its engagement with 
the LEG at global level through its coordination mechanisms. 

 
                                                 
1 The sectoral studies, which have been submitted to the UNFCCC via letter of CGRFA Secretary of 2 March 2012, are 
available at http://www.fao.org/nr/cgrfa/climatechange/en/. 
2 See also FAO�s review of NAPAs in the fisheries and aquaculture sectors 
(http://www.fao.org/docrep/014/i2173e/i2173e.pdf). 
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- FAO will aim to increase awareness of the potential of genetic resources in contributing to both 
climate change adaptation and food security objectives. FAO will continue developing information 
and technical guidance on genetic resources for food and agriculture and to make them available for 
their integration within NAPs. In this respect, the CGRFA already started by submitting a number 
of sectoral studies to the UNFCCC Secretariat. FAO will also encourage countries developing 
NAPs to engage with the networks of national technical experts established for the work of the 
CGRFA1. 

   

                                                 
1 These networks of national technical experts include National Coordinators for the Management of Animal Genetic 
Resources, National Focal Points for Plant Genetic Resources, National Focal Points for the International Treaty on 
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, National Focal Points for Forest Genetic Resources, National Focal 
Points for Aquatic Genetic Resources (once established), National Focal Points for the Forest Resource Assessment 
(FRA) and other relevant stakeholders from the agriculture, fisheries and forestry sectors. 


