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Addendum 

1. In addition to the five submissions contained in document FCCC/SBSTA/2009/MISC.1, three 
further submissions have been received.  

2. In accordance with the procedure for miscellaneous documents, these submissions are attached 
and reproduced* in the language in which they were received and without formal editing.  
 
 

                                                      
* These submissions have been electronically imported in order to make them available on electronic systems,  

 including the World Wide Web.  The secretariat has made every effort to ensure the correct reproduction of the  
 texts as submitted.  
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PAPER NO. 2:  MEXICO 
 

SUBMISSION OF MEXICO 
 

! Reducing emissions from deforestation in developing countries: approaches to stimulate 
action (SBSTA)  

- Views on issues relating to indigenous peoples and local communities for the 
development and application of methodologies. 

 
The SBSTA invited Parties and accredited observers to submit, if appropriate, to the secretariat, by 15 
February 2009, their views on issues relating to indigenous peoples and local communities for the 
development and application of methodologies (See FCCC/SBSTA/2008/L.23, paragraph 11). For this 
matter, Mexico, Panama, Honduras, Peru, El Salvador, Paraguay, Colombia, and Costa Rica held fruitful 
discussions in Panama on February 9th and 10th, 2009. This submission presents the main ideas that 
were discussed in these sessions, which are supported by Mexico, and also includes a couple of additions 
which are of particular interest for Mexico.  
 
We believe that indigenous peoples and local communities� rights, visions and experiences should be 
taken into account in the discussions of any topic regarding REDD. Furthermore, there should be enough 
flexibility in the discussion to allow for the consideration of parties� circumstances and legislation 
regarding consultation processes and property rights of these communities. 
   
Specifically, we consider that any REDD mechanism should include the following guidance: 
 

1- REDD activities carried out in indigenous peoples and/or local communities' territories should 
obtain, if appropriate, previous informed consent according to parties� national circumstances 
and regulatory frameworks. 

 
2- The implementation of REDD activities, plans and strategies should previously include capacity 

building for the indigenous peoples and local communities involved, taking into account 
traditional activities, languages and knowledge, when appropriate. 

3- Indigenous peoples and local communities can be efficiently engaged in REDD monitoring and 
in the measurement of carbon stocks. The advantage of having local and indigenous peoples 
taking part in the monitoring process is that it increases their sense of ownership and their 
understanding of the impact of land use change, thus enhancing the possibility of success of 
REDD activities.  

 
4- Co-benefits such as biodiversity protection and conservation and other ecosystem services, as 

well as cultural integrity should be taken into account and promoted when designing alternative 
production activities to be carried out in indigenous peoples and local communities' territories. 

 
5- In cases where national scale is chosen, transparent, efficient, equitable and fair distribution 

mechanisms of REDD derived benefits should be developed. This kind of mechanisms should be 
able to demonstrate, based on appropriate criteria and indicators, the ways in which the indigenous 
peoples and local communities will benefit in response to their contribution to REDD activities.  

 
6- The strengthening of organizations, umbrella organizations and networks should be supported 

and encouraged in order to assist indigenous peoples and local communities to get organized, to 
design and implement REDD activities; and to give advice on their legal and financial 
negotiations. 
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7- Indigenous peoples and local communities� knowledge and experiences should be taken into 
account during the identification of direct and indirect deforestation and forest degradation 
drivers. 

 
8- Indigenous peoples and local communities should be provided with appropriate assistance in the 

analysis of their opportunity costs regarding REDD.  
 
9- REDD initiatives should consider land property rights of indigenous and local communities. 

 
10- Indigenous peoples and local communities should be involved in all the processes and dialogs 

regarding any REDD initiative, both at local and national level. 
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PAPER NO. 3:  TUVALU 
 

Submission by Tuvalu on issues relating to indigenous people and local communities for the 
development and application of methodologies relating to reducing emissions from deforestation in 
developing countries: approaches to stimulate action 

Tuvalu welcomes the opportunity to present its views on issues relating to Indigenous Peoples and local 
communities for the development and application of methodologies relating to reducing emissions from 
deforestation in developing countries: approaches to stimulate action as requested in 
FCCC/SBSTA/2008/L.23, paragraph 11. 
Tuvalu acknowledges that the views sought on this matter relate specifically to methodological issues 
being addressed by SBSTA. Nevertheless, it is important to note some important principles that should 
be encompassed in a broader consideration of policy approaches and positive incentives on issues 
relating to reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation in developing countries; and the 
role of conservation, sustainable management of forests and enhancement of forest carbon stocks in 
developing countries (REDD). To this end, Tuvalu believes that the following principles should underpin 
any new legal framework on REDD: 

• It should acknowledge and recognise the rights enshrined in the UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples; 

• It should establish similar rights and provisions to those found within the UN Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples so that all UNFCCC Parties are able to apply these rights 
concurrently whether or not they are signatories to this Declaration and require that all Parties 
undertaking REDD activities to establish legal systems to recognise and put into place these 
rights; 

• A framework should be established whereby Indigenous Peoples from all UN regions are fully 
represented on any decision making body associated with REDD; 

• It should establish a legal basis whereby no REDD legal regime is able displace Indigenous 
Peoples or local communities from their land or expropriate their right to the use of their land; 

• It should establish appropriate prior informed consent decision-making processes at the national 
and sub-national level to ensure that the rights of Indigenous Peoples and local communities are 
properly recognised. 

In the context of the SBSTA agenda, and methodological issues associated with REDD, the SBSTA 
should prescribe the following actions as fundamental components of a readiness programme: 

• All national and subnational forest inventory programmes should identify all lands occupied 
and/or owned by Indigenous Peoples and local communities. SBSTA may wish to suggest how 
such identification programmes could be established; 

• All national and subnational forest inventory programmes should actively involve Indigenous 
Peoples and local community in the identification of lands occupied and/or owned by Indigenous 
Peoples and local communities. SBSTA may wish to suggest how Indigenous Peoples and local 
communities could be actively involved in inventory programmes 

• Training facilities should be provided for Indigenous Peoples and local communities to allow 
them to properly participate in forest inventory programmes. SBSTA may wish to initiate an 
international programme for the training of Indigenous Peoples and local communities. 

• To effectively ensure that the rights of Indigenous People and local communities are properly 
protected, national legislation should be in place before any REDD mechanism is established. 
Therefore SBSTA may wish to initiate training programmes in the development of appropriate 
national legislation to protect the rights of Indigenous People and local communities. 

To assist in the work suggested above, SBSTA may wish to seek partner organisations that may be able 
to provide the necessary expertise in such programmes. 

- - - - - 


