
 

Date: 9.12.2008, Poznan 

To: UNFCCC Secretariat (Ad-hoc Working Group on LongTerm Cooperative Action under the Convention 
(AWG-LCA)) Forth Session, Poznan 1-10 December 2008.  

Ref: Submission from ICLEI-Local Governments for Sustainability for the Ideas and Proposals on paragraph 
1 of the Bali Action Plan Item 3 (a–e) of the provisional agenda, pursuant to For mandate see 
FCCC/CP/2007/6/Add.1,, decision 1/CP.13 and FCCC/AWGLCA/2008/3, paragraph 23  

 

It is a great pleasure for ICLEI, admitted as observers by the Conference of Parties representing local and 
municipal associations and acting as Local Governments and Municipal Authorities (LGMA) constituency focal 
point, to submit our views on the related agenda item of the AWG-LCA Forth Session.  

The attached proposal is presented during the Local Government Climate Sessions which are organized as a 
joint effort of ICLEI-Local Governments for Sustainability (ICLEI), United Cities and Local Governments 
(UCLG), World Mayors Council on Climate Change (WMCCC), C40 Climate Leadership Group (C40),and  
Metropolis on 9-11 December 2008 at COP14 in Poznan.  

We also would like to highlight that a similar Decision of the Conference of Parties on promoting 
engagement of cities and local authorities to attain the goals of the UN Convention on Biodiversity (UNCBD) 
was adopted at the 9th Conference of the Parties  (COP9) of the UNCBD that was held in Bonn in May 2008. 
The relevant decision is also attached to this message.  

Furthermore, multiple recommendations as to recognition, cooperation and partnership with local 
government were made in the Chairman’s Summary report of the 16th Session of Commision on Sustainable 
Development (CSD).  

Acknowledging that the deadline to submit our views on this specific agenda point was on 6 December 
2008, we intend to submit our revised proposals to UNFCCC Secretariat based on the outcomes of the Forth 
Session AWG-LCA. 

Thanking you very much for your kind interest and fruitful collaboration, 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

Ruud Schuthof 

Executive Assistant to ICLEI Secretary General  

 

 



Submission from ICLEI  

for the Ideas and proposals on paragraph 1 of the Bali Action Plan Item 3 (a–e) of the 
provisional agenda, as elements for a UNFCCC COP Decision 

suggested by ICLEI-Local Governments for Sustainability, United Cities and Local Governments, 
World Mayors Council on Climate Change, C40 Climate Leadership Group, Metropolis 

 

Acknowledging that by 2030, two thirds of humanity will live in urban centres where more than 75% of all 
energy is consumed today; 

Understanding that all cities are highly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, especially fast-growing 
cities in developing countries; 

Recognising that cities and local authorities are critical when it comes to practical climate actions and that if 
genuinely empowered and resourced, they have the potential to lead emission reductions to ensure that 
ambitious targets for the reduction of global greenhouse gas emissions are met.  

Recalling the Decision on Cities and Biodiversity adopted by the Conference of the Parties on Biodiversity in 
its 9th meeting; 

Drawing lessons from the success of the implementation of the Rio Agenda through Local Agenda 21 and 
the successful measures that are being implemented by cities around the world on sustainable energy 
economy through energy savings and the application of new and existing renewable and high efficiency 
technologies, to reduce dependence on fossil and nuclear fuels and aim for lowestcarbon options; 

Recognising that cities and local authorities play a critical role in designing and implementing energy and 
infrastructure guidelines, investment promotion, and consumer awareness campaigns, all of which have 
direct effects on energy consumption, and in particular on water, energy biodiversity and Communication, 
Education, and Public Awareness; 

Welcoming the commitment demonstrated by the World Mayors and Local Governments Climate Protection 
Agreement by reaffirming the will of local authorities to accept the challenge and co-responsibility to take 
action to prevent the dangerous effects of climate change; 

Noting that, while responsibilities for implementation of the Convention rest primarily with the Parties, there 
are multiple reasons for promoting the engagement of cities and local authorities and fostering collaboration 
with the global local government associations as key partners to the UNFCCC. 

The Parties: 

• in accordance with and respecting national constitutions and legislation, recognise the role of cities and 
local authorities in the implementation of National Climate Change Strategies and Action Plans, and shall 
therefore facilitate the adoption by cities and local authorities of practices that support the implementation of 
these strategies and action plans, as well as support the consistency between local climate change strategies 
and action plans with National Strategies and Action Plans;  

• are committed to engage with the local authority leadership and/or their local authority associations to 
provide enabling structures and effective framework conditions for climate cooperation with cities and local 
authorities; 

• shall empower cities and local authorities so that they have the abilities, the capacities and the resources 
required to take necessary action at the local level and to support the Parties in their efforts to meet the 
agreed targets and to implement local climate mitigation and adaptation strategies; 

• shall include local authority delegates in the national delegation to the Conference of the Parties and 
relevant decision making processes hereafter. 

The Conference of the Parties: 

• commits to include the development and implementation of local policies in the agenda of the UNFCCC 

• requests the UNFCCC Secretariat to strengthen cooperation with cities and local authorities and facilitate 
their meaningful contribution to the conference decisions. 

 



Annex: UNCBD COP 9 Decision IX/28 Bonn, 19 - 30 May 2008 

Promoting engagement of cities and local authorities 

The Conference of the Parties,  

Recalling chapter 28 of Agenda 21 adopted at the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development, on the role of cities and local authorities, and objective 4.4 of the Strategic Plan of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity ("Key actors and stakeholders are engaged in partnership to implement 
the Convention and are integrating biodiversity concerns into their relevant sectoral and cross-sectoral plans, 
programmes, and policies"),  

Noting that, while responsibilities for implementation of the Convention rest primarily with the Parties, there 
are multiple reasons for promoting the engagement of cities and local authorities in the implementation of 
the Convention, including the following:  

(a) The accelerated rate of urbanization, particularly in developing countries, increasingly concentrates 
decision-making and resources in cities, creating opportunities for managing better the consumption of 
resources that impact on biological diversity;  

(b) Urban experiences in ecosystem conservation and sustainable use can contribute to strengthening 
national policies, regional strategies, and global agendas on biodiversity;  

(c) Cities and local authorities play a critical role in designing and implementing land-use and zoning 
planning tools, urban development and infrastructure guidelines, investment promotion, and consumer 
awareness campaigns, all of which have direct effects on biodiversity, and in particular on water, climate 
change, protected areas, agriculture and forests, marine and coastal biodiversity and communication, 
education, and public awareness;  

(d) Cities and local authorities are in direct contact with, and have direct influence on biodiversity managers 
and users at the local level;  

Reiterating paragraph 8 (s) of decision IX/8, urging Parties in developing, implementing and revising their 
national and, where appropriate, regional, biodiversity strategies and action plans, and equivalent 
instruments, in implementing the three objectives of the Convention, to promote and support local action for 
the implementation of national biodiversity strategies and action plans, by integrating biodiversity 
considerations into subnational and local level assessments and planning processes, and, as and where 
appropriate, the development of subnational and local biodiversity strategies and/or action plans, consistent 
with national strategies and action plans;  

Noting the meeting on Cities and Biodiversity held in Curitiba, Brazil, from 26 to 28 March, 2007, which 
highlighted the crucial importance of the involvement of cities and local authorities in the global efforts 
towards the implementation of the three objectives of the Convention,  

Noting the contribution of UN-Habitat, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, 
the Urban Environment Unit of the United Nations Environment Programme, and other United Nations 
agencies and organizations, in mobilizing key cities and promoting the exchange of experience on urban 
biodiversity best practices, and the importance of voluntary initiatives such as ICLEI-Local Governments for 
Sustainability and its Local Action for Biodiversity (LAB) Project, IUCN's Countdown 2010 initiative, United 
Cities and Local Governments (UCLG), the World Mayors' Council on Climate Change (WMCCC) and its 
biodiversity component, the World Association of Major Metropolises ("Metropolis"), and the C40 Cities 
Climate Leadership Group, inter alia, in addressing biodiversity issues efficiently through local action,  

Recognizing the importance of the cooperation between key cities for the Convention on Biological Diversity, 
which also stand as global references for their initiatives on urban biodiversity, such as Bonn, as host of the 
ninth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, Curitiba, as host of the eighth meeting of the Conference of 
the Parties, Nagoya, as representative of candidate cities for the hosting of the tenth meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties, and Montreal as host of the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity,  

Acknowledging the contribution made by the Mayor's Conference on Cities and Biodiversity held in Bonn, 
Germany, on 26-27 May 2008, organized by the City of Bonn, InWent and ICLEI, prior to the high-level 
segment of the ninth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity,  

1. Takes note of the Declaration on Cities and Biodiversity adopted in March 2007 in Curitiba, Brazil, by 24 
cities and international organizations;  



2. Welcomes leading international events to promote sustainable urbanization and biodiversity-friendly cities, 
such as the World Cities Summit ("Livable and Vibrant Cities") in Singapore, 23 to 25 June 2008, and the 
World Expo 2010 ("Better City, Better Life") in Shanghai, China, from 1 May to 31 October 2010;  

3. Encourages Parties, in accordance with national legislation, to recognize the role of cities and local 
authorities in their national biodiversity strategies and action plans, to facilitate the adoption by cities and 
local authorities of practices that support the implementation of these strategies and action plans, and to 
support the development of local biodiversity strategies and action plans consistent with National Biodiversity 
Strategies and Action Plans;  

4. Invites Parties, other Governments, regional and international development agencies and banks engaged 
in projects that include infrastructure development for cities and local authorities, to integrate biodiversity 
considerations into those projects, where relevant, and explore options for specific capacity-building and 
programmes on biodiversity for local officials responsible for their implementation and maintenance;  

5. Invites Parties, other Governments and international development agencies to support and assist cities 
and local authorities in encouraging and promoting practices, activities and innovations of Indigenous and 
Local Communities that support the three objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity and 
achievement of the 2010 biodiversity target;  

6. Invites Parties to engage their cities and local authorities, where appropriate, in:  

(a) The application of relevant tools and guidelines developed under the Convention with a view to 
contributing to the achievement of the three objectives of the Convention and its goals and targets; and  

(b) The compilation of information on biodiversity status and trends, including communicating to National 
Governments any commitments and activities that will contribute to the targets of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity.  


