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On behalf of the International Chamber of Commerce a representative body that 
speaks on behalf of enterprises from all sectors in every part of the world, we very 
much appreciate the opportunity to offer our views on several priority areas for 
inclusion in an Ad-hoc Working Group on Long-term Cooperative Action (AWGLCA) 
compilation of views from governments and observer organizations for the 14th 
Conference of the Parties meeting in Poznan.   

 
Business requires clear, predictable and stable frameworks for long term planning 
and investment. This is essential to implement and accelerate technology research, 
cooperation and deployment, especially in the massive, long-term investments 
required for projects related to energy access and supply, energy infrastructure, 
efficiency as well as to diversify energy sources.  Future investments will also need to 
successfully deploy currently non-commercial low-carbon technologies on a global 
scale in order to achieve deep, long-term emissions reductions.  
 
As highlighted in a recent report to the UNFCCC Secretariat, business will be 
responsible for the vast majority of investments and technological resources 
required to mitigate and adapt to climate change in developed and developing 
countries.  We believe that a post 2012 framework under the Convention should 
seek to maximize and enable this substantial contribution. In our view, a post 2012 
framework agreement should:     
 

• Commit all countries to mid and longer term objectives and policies compatible 
with national priorities and circumstances for the successful attainment of 
UNFCCC objectives; 

• Recognize the important role of markets in any cost-effective response to climate 
change and enhance market and market-based approaches in conjunction with 
other policy instruments for low carbon investment; 

• Keep all energy options open and stimulate the broader use of existing efficient 
technologies, as well as support the research, development and deployment of 
low carbon technologies;  

• Stimulate the development of an international carbon market and carbon value, 
among nations and regions that choose to utilize that approach to encourage 
mitigation, through integration of, and transferability between carbon markets; 

• Address adaptation needs, particularly in vulnerable developing countries, and 
create frameworks and governance structures to efficiently attract the necessary 
resources;  



 
• Respond to the challenges of deforestation by supporting sustainable forest 

management as a major strategy to reduce greenhouse gas emissions; 

• Strengthen multilateral trade and investment that will support the economic and 
technological flows required to implement solutions. 

 
TECHNOLOGY INNOVATION AND DEPLOYMENT TECHNOLOGY INNOVATION AND DEPLOYMENT TECHNOLOGY INNOVATION AND DEPLOYMENT TECHNOLOGY INNOVATION AND DEPLOYMENT     
 
Global population will grow from 6.5 to 8 billion, energy demand is projected to 
increase by 50% and economic output is to double in the next 25 years.  It is critically 
important to address sustainability challenges and increase the pace of technological 
innovation, cooperation and dissemination. We encourage the UNFCCC to recognize 
and support the many avenues for technological innovation and dissemination that 
contribute, whether specifically under the Convention, through partnerships, or in 
commercial transactions. 
 
Business is the main source of innovation, development, commercialization and 
wide- spread dissemination of technologies, led by successful and profitable 
companies. Such companies bear the costs of developing such technologies and 
need to realize a return on their investments to be sustainable. All of them requiring 
significant investment in talented research capacity to generate and evaluate 
technology leads, many of which fail to become commercial.  
 
Technological innovation is inherently risky yet it will be increasingly essential to 
deploy and develop innovative solutions necessary to mitigate and adapt to climate 
change. Schemes that fulfill the expectations of both the providers and the users of 
such solutions must be identified and implemented.  
 
Global deployment of advanced technologies to address climate change will require 
appropriate institutional frameworks, intellectual property rights protection, market-
based licensing of those rights, innovative funding mechanisms such as the G8 Clean 
Technology Fund to accelerate promising technologies, as well as the removal of 
trade and investment barriers.  
 
The successful deployment of technologies in the case of mitigation and adaptation 
cannot happen in a vacuum, and will depend on the existence or strengthening of 
infrastructure, local conditions and the engagement of local business communities 
and public authorities. 
 
Technology cooperation is inextricably linked to the broader enterprise of capacity 
building. However, technology itself is not sufficient, and issues of infrastructure, 
training and maintenance have to be factored into the formulation of enabling 
frameworks. To advance capacity building, enabling frameworks should: 



 

 

 

• Minimize the chances for sub-optimal investments.  

• Further clarify additionality and baselines to support investments.  

• Unleash technology innovation and nurture knowledge-based development. 

• Create incentive structures and appropriate conditions for technologies and 
business processes that help meet climate challenges. 

• Build scientific, technological and management capacities in developing 
countries to enable people, governments and enterprises to directly assess 
and assimilate these challenges and initiate credible actions. 

• Strengthen multilateral trade and investment that will support the economic 
and technological flows required to implement solutions, support energy 
access and contribute to economic prosperity. 

 
SECTORAL APPROACHES IN THE BALI ACTION PLANSECTORAL APPROACHES IN THE BALI ACTION PLANSECTORAL APPROACHES IN THE BALI ACTION PLANSECTORAL APPROACHES IN THE BALI ACTION PLAN    
 
Business has provided views and experiences on sectoral initiatives. Voluntary 
sectoral approaches within the business community have led to improved 
methodologies for measuring and reporting greenhouse gas emissions, enhanced 
energy efficiency and contributed to research, development and deployment of 
technologies. 
 
In considering the effective incorporation and role of sectoral approaches in a post 
2012 framework, issues such as coverage, equity, practical implementation and cross-
sectoral benefits need to be further evaluated and addressed.  In national and global 
markets, no sector operates in isolation from others and a multi-sectoral approach is 
critical to understand, assess and minimize the overall cost to societies of addressing 
climate risks.   
 
ICC believes that the private sector needs to be engaged in framing the role of 
sectoral approaches, and that correctly designed and implemented sectoral 
approaches can make a difference.  Moreover, we believe that international sectoral 
approaches offer an opportunity for private sector and government interactions, 
particularly through public-private partnership to identify, prioritize and promote 
effective solutions to mitigate emissions and adapt to climate change.   
 
However, because sectors are linked through supply and value-chain interactions, 
the economic evaluation of such approaches requires an economy-wide assessment, 
and success of international approaches will require enabling frameworks of trade 
and investment that facilitate technology cooperation. 
 
We look forward to continuing our interaction at future meetings, in particular in 
Poznan where the World Business Council for Sustainable Development and 



 

 

International Chamber of Commerce will co-organize a Global Business Day on the 
9th of December. 
 
The global business community stands ready to continue engagement with 
policymakers for a successful outcome in Copenhagen, and to cooperate on mid and 
long-term approaches that address climate change while advancing sustainable 
development.   
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