
Views on external bodies and fora that could provide expert input into the
work of the AWG

The Climate Action Network International (CAN) welcomes the opportunity to provide
recommendations to the AWG regarding external bodies and fora that could provide expert input
into the work of the AWG, addressing issues related to the analysis of mitigation potentials and
ranges of emissions reduction objectives of Annex I Parties.

CAN is a coalition of more than 360 environmental and development non-governmental
organizations in 85 countries worldwide, committed to limiting human-induced climate change
to ecologically sustainable levels. This submission represents a summary of CAN’s suggestions
for individuals and fora that can provide expert input into the AWG.

Context of the work of the AWG
CAN notes that the international context in which the AWG works, and in which policies and
measures aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emissions are deployed, is one where increasingly
severe climate impacts are already being experienced. The latest report from the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) paints a grim picture of the changes that
have already taken place, including rising sea levels, accelerating loss of mountain glaciers and
snow cover, shrinking Arctic sea ice, and more intense and longer droughts over wide areas. In
this context, CAN reminds the AWG of its commitment to make expeditious progress towards
agreement on further commitments by Annex I Parties towards agreement on further
commitments by Annex I Parties in time to ensure there is no gap between the first and second
commitment period..

Mitigation potential

A country’s mitigation potential is a function of both technical and economic factors. In addition,
there are differences between Annex I countries that should be addressed through the agreement
of fair quantified emissions limitation and reduction commitments for the post 2012 commitment
period.

Contact: Bill Hare, Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research, Potsdam, Germany
Contact Dr. Paul Baer, EcoEquity, Salt Lake City, USA

Mitigation technologies

The vast potential of existing, commercially competitive and nearly commercially competitive
energy efficiency and renewable energy technologies to mitigate climate change, particularly in
the energy sector, are dramatically under-utilized. The climate change mitigation imperative
requires the rapid and wide dissemination of mitigation technologies as a matter of urgency.



Contact: Sven Teske: Greenpeace International, Amsterdam
Contact: Oliver Schäfer: European Renewable Energy Council, Brussels
Contact: Dr.Wolfram Krewitt: DLR, Institute of Technical Thermodynamics, Department of

Systems Analysis and Technology Assessment, Stuttgart, Germany
Contact: Gunnar Boye Oleson, INFORSE Europe, Hjortshøj, Denmark

Mitigation policies and measures

Suitable policy frameworks are required to drive the deployment of renewable and energy
efficient technologies. Existing experience at the regional and country-levels should be taken
into account, including including the EU Emissions Trading System and renewable energy
support schemes. The experience of the Kyoto Protocol flexible mechanisms should also be
considered.

Contact: Matthias Duwe, Climate Action Network, Europe, Brussels, Belgium
Contact: Gunnar Boye Oleson, INFORSE Europe, Hjortshøj, Denmark

Economic Consequences

One oft-voiced concern about the potential economic, and social, consequences of emissions
reductions policies and measures is the movement of industry, and the associated jobs, from
countries with binding targets to those without. CAN welcomes the opportunity the AWG
provides to address this issue.

Contact: Annie Petsonk, Environmental Defense, Washington DC, USA

BASIC Proposal for an Agreement on Future International Climate Policy

In addition to the issues specified in the work plan of the AWG, CAN finds it important that the
AWG also consider wider relevant cross-cutting themes, including, but not limited to,
technology, adaptation and sustainable development. The BASIC proposal, developed by a group
of more than 20 research and policy institutions, sets out the basis for a proposal of an
agreement for future international climate policy. The proposal lays out a comprehensive, long-
term, effective, practical and fair regime with elements designed to appeal to all countries.

Contact: Farhana Yamin, Institute of Development Studies, University of Sussex, Brighton, UK

South-North Dialogue

A second forum that CAN feels would provide important input into the work of the AWG is the
South-North Dialogue, developed by researchers from well-known international institutes. The
Dialogue’s proposal is based upon and develops the Convention’s principles of responsibility,
capability and potential to mitigate and presents a number of policy points in relation to
mitigation and adaptation for consideration as part of a post 2012 agreement.

Contact: Dr. Hermann Ott, Wuppertal Institute for Climate, Environment and Energy Head,
Berlin, Germany


