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Summary 

This addendum to the annual report of the Expert Group on Technology Transfer (EGTT) reports on 
the intersessional activities carried out by the EGTT from September 2007 to November 2007 and on 
the results of the twelfth meeting of the EGTT held in Bali, Indonesia, on 29–30 November 2007.  
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I.  Introduction 
A.  Scope of the note 

1. This addendum to the annual report of the Expert Group on Technology Transfer (EGTT) for 
20071 covers the intersessional activities of the EGTT between 21 September 2007 and 30 November 
2007.  It reflects the outcome of the twelfth meeting of the EGTT and its work during this period.  This 
document should be read in conjunction with its parent document.  

B.  Possible action by the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice  

2. In addition to the recommendations contained in document FCCC/SBSTA/2007/13, the 
Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice (SBSTA) may wish to take note of the 
information in this addendum, consider the recommendations of the EGTT and determine what further 
actions would be needed to advance technology transfer activities under the Convention.  Parties may 
wish to provide views on activities completed by the EGTT in 2007.  

II.  Work undertaken during the reporting period 
A.  Technology needs assessments 

3. The EGTT, at its twelfth meeting, considered further actions on technology needs assessments 
(TNAs), taking into account the outcomes of the workshop on best practices in conducting TNAs held in 
Bangkok, Thailand on 27–29 June 20072 and the technical paper on best practices in TNAs.3  The group 
stressed the importance of addressing the issues of mainstreaming the results of TNAs into national 
development plans and of obtaining funding for conducting and updating the TNAs.  The group noted 
that the rich information derived from the TNAs could provide a significant contribution to future 
considerations on long-term global technology needs for mitigation and adaptation. 

4. The group also discussed other issues such as the development of project proposals based on 
TNAs; possible technical support from the EGTT to countries conducting TNAs; the role of TNAs as a 
platform to integrate technology needs across government departments and agencies, and to share 
responsibility and vision for making technology transfer happen; the need to better describe co-benefits 
of technology transfer in the TNA studies; and the importance of stakeholder engagement, including 
financing interest throughout the TNA process. 

5. The EGTT noted that the technical paper could be part of a reference kit that could include the 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) handbook Conducting Technology Needs Assessments 
for Climate Change4 (UNDP handbook), the synthesis of TNAs identified by Parties not included in 
Annex I to the Convention (non-Annex I Parties),5 the UNFCCC publication Preparing and presenting 
proposals:  A guidebook on preparing technology transfer projects for financing (known as the 
practitioners’ guide), and the technical papers on enabling environments for technology transfer and on 
technologies for adaptation to climate change.  The group also noted the need to develop a plan for TNAs 
and related activities for the next five years. 

                                                      
1 FCCC/SBSTA/2007/13. 
2 FCCC/SBSTA/2007/11. 
3 FCCC/TP/2007/3. 
4 <http://ttclear.unfccc.int/ttclear/jsp/index.jsp?mainFrame=../html/TNAGuidelines.html>. 
5 FCCC/SBSTA/2006/INF.1. 
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6. The group discussed plans for updating the UNDP handbook.6  The handbook was made 
available in 2004 by UNDP and the Global Environment Facility (GEF) in collaboration with the EGTT, 
the Climate Technology Initiative (CTI) and the secretariat; it provides user-friendly guidance on 
approaches, methods and tools that can be used to conduct TNAs.  

7. In discussing plans for updating the handbook, the group took into account lessons learned from 
the TNA process, the outcomes of the workshop on best practices in conducting TNAs, the technical 
paper on best practices in TNAs, the synthesis report on TNAs and other relevant documents.  It 
considered the resource implications of this task and the timeline for completing it, taking into 
consideration the needs of non-Annex I Parties that are conducting TNAs or plan to do so as part of the 
second national communications.  The group was of the view that in updating this handbook a peer 
review by various relevant organizations as well as national experts should be conducted to ensure high 
quality of the document. 

B.  Technology information 

8. At the twelfth meeting of the EGTT, the secretariat provided an update of the status of the 
technology information clearing house (TT:CLEAR) and its pilot project on networking between 
TT:CLEAR and national and regional technology information centres, including the user survey of 
current and potential network members as suggested by EGTT at its eleventh meeting. 

9. The EGTT considered a draft questionnaire prepared by the International Technology Transfer 
Center of China for the user survey referred to in paragraph 8 above.  Issues discussed included the 
objectives and scope of the survey, other means for sharing information (e.g. CD-ROMs) that could 
provide an alternative to networking, and the need to explore other tools that may be useful for accessing 
technology information. 

10. The group agreed to further consult and consider the draft questionnaire and provide comments 
to the secretariat by January 23, 2008 with a view to completing the survey, and to analyse its results by 
the twenty-eight session of the SBSTA.  The outcomes of the survey could contribute to determine 
further actions on networking. 

C.  Mechanisms 

11. The EGTT noted the ongoing collaboration and support provided by a number of international 
organizations and initiatives such as the GEF, UNDP, the United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP), the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) and the CTI in supporting 
the implementation of the technology transfer framework.  It highlighted the need to strengthen further 
collaboration with these organizations, in particular with UNDP and UNEP on TNA-related activities. 

12. The group noted the efforts made by the secretariat in promoting the practitioners’ guide and in 
disseminating it for a wider audience.  It has been presented at workshops and seminars of the UNFCCC 
and other organizations and initiatives such as the CTI/ Joint Industry Seminar on Prospects for Energy 
Efficiency and Renewable Energy Technologies in Commonwealth of Independent States countries held 
in September 2007 in Kiev, Ukraine and a capacity-building and training workshop on clean 
development mechanism project development organized by UNIDO in August 2007 in Pretoria, South 
Africa.  The work of the EGTT, including the publication of the practitioners’ guide, was also presented 
in the first meeting of the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on Technology Transfer and Scientific and 
Technological Cooperation of the Convention on Biological Diversity held in September 2007 in 
Geneva, Switzerland.   

                                                      
6 <http://ttclear.unfccc.int/ttclear/jsp/index.jsp?mainFrame=../html/TNAGuidelines.html>. 
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13. The group stressed the importance of making additional efforts to make the results of the work of 
the EGTT known to a wider audience and to share experiences and lessons learned.  In addition, the 
group indicated that the reference kit of publications referred to in paragraph 5 above could be 
instrumental in further outreach activities.  

14. The EGTT also emphasized the important role its members could play in generating better 
understanding of the role of technologies in mitigating and adapting to climate change.  The members 
could also help to promote experiences and lessons learned in facilitating technology transfer related 
activities that could contribute to discussions of similar topics in negotiations on international 
cooperation to address climate change under the UNFCCC and within other organizations and processes.  

15. The secretariat informed the group that it had prepared a scoping paper on joint research and 
development (R&D) to generate discussions within the EGTT on this topic.  The paper provides an initial 
overview of joint R&D activities under the Convention and addresses issues of R&D in the broader 
context of the development and transfer of technologies, mainly concerning mitigation.  In discussing the 
paper, the group highlighted possible elements of joint R&D activities, including capacity-building, risk 
sharing, the role of public–private partnerships in this context and opportunities created by R&D for 
countries.  In addition, the group indicated that the set of possible actions adopted at the twenty-fourth 
session of the SBSTA include a number of activities to support future work in this area.  The group was 
of the view that there was a need for further discussions on this topic and if the paper is to be made 
available to Parties, the terms of reference will need to be improved. 

16. At the twelfth meeting, a representative of the International Energy Agency (IEA) was invited to 
make a presentation on the IEA Energy Technology Perspectives 2008, which is due to be released in 
June 2008 in support of the G8 plan of action on climate change.  The group noted that this publication is 
likely to focus on the technology policy needs of two scenarios: bringing global energy-related CO2 
emissions by 2050 back to current levels; and bringing global energy-related CO2 emissions to about half 
current levels by 2050.  The EGTT emphasized the need to be cognizant of the ongoing work of other 
processes that has potential implications for the work on the development and transfer of technologies. 

D.  Cross-cutting issues 

17. The EGTT work programme provides for specific areas of activity relating to innovative 
financing and technologies for adaptation. 

1.  Innovative financing 

18. The SBSTA, at its twenty-sixth session, endorsed the work plan recommended by the EGTT  
for the dissemination and use of the practitioners’ guide.  It invited other relevant international 
organizations and initiatives to collaborate with the secretariat in implementing this plan 
(FCCC/SBSTA/2007/4, para. 27).  

19. At the twelfth meeting, the secretariat presented an update of the status of the training 
programme on project preparation based on the practitioners’ guide.  The group noted that the secretariat 
has established contacts with a number of international organizations and initiatives such as UNIDO, the 
United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR), CTI and the Renewable Energy and 
Energy Efficiency Partnership (REEEP) with a view to developing and implementing a training 
programme on preparing technology transfer projects.  The training programme aims to strengthen the 
capacity of local project developers in developing countries in preparing projects for financing and builds 
on methods and tools developed by the organizations involved.  The secretariat indicated that the 
implementation of this training programme would depend on the availability of financial resources and 
that it would seek financial support in collaboration with other relevant international organizations.  
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20. The discussion focused on the further operationalization of the training programme, the synergies 
with the Private Financing Advisory Network of CTI and the importance of differentiating between the 
actual training in project preparation and the implementation of the results of TNAs.  Issues raised 
included the identification and sorting process of projects, the engagement of the public as well as the 
private sector, the importance of political risk instruments in project development and the potential role 
of international financial institutions in this area.  In addition, reference was made to existing funding 
opportunities for projects and programmes and the potential role of the EGTT in synthesizing these 
funding sources.  

21. The group noted that in addition to the English, French and Spanish versions, the secretariat has 
made the practitioners’ guide available in Chinese and is in the process of making it available in Arabic 
and Russian in order to reach a wider audience of local project developers in developing countries and 
countries with economies in transition.   

2.  Technologies for adaptation to climate change 

22. The EGTT considered possible activities in response to the Nairobi work programme on impacts, 
vulnerability and adaptation to climate change, taking into account the synthesis report on technologies 
for adaptation identified in the submissions from Parties and relevant organizations.7 

23. The work of the SBSTA and the EGTT on technologies for adaptation to climate change aims to 
improve the current knowledge and understanding of these technologies, assess their potentials and 
limitations, identify prioritized needs of developing countries for these technologies, improve the process 
of technology development and transfer as it relates to adaptation, and further elaborate its implications 
for climate policy.  The synthesis report serves as an input to the Nairobi work programme and to the 
work of the EGTT on analysing and identifying ways to facilitate and advance technology transfer 
activities, including those identified in the technology transfer framework.  

24. The group discussed some limitations of the synthesis report:  for example, it is not 
comprehensive because some Parties provided only representative examples in their submissions and 
only few developing countries provided submissions.  The group noted that the synthesis may not reflect 
completely what is happening on the ground.  For example, issues such as maladaptation, even if not 
addressed in submissions, should not be overlooked.  The group also noted the absence of organizations 
that are concerned with natural disaster prevention, which has much in common with climate change 
adaptation.  The group noted that further activities could be undertaken by the EGTT to continue its 
previous work on technologies for adaptation and to be responsive to the Nairobi work programme.  
These include:  exploring criteria for selecting adequate or appropriate technologies for adaptation such 
as social and legal acceptability, absorptive capacity, and local conditions; exploring ways to encourage 
extensive communication and sharing of experiences using current technology (e.g. TT:CLEAR chat 
room); clarifying differences between specific types of technologies for adaptation (e.g. hard and soft 
technologies, technologies for supporting the implementation of adaptation actions); identifying priority 
sectors for technologies for adaptation (e.g. agriculture, water resources); strengthening human and 
institutional capacity; and promoting synergy with work carried out under Conventions and programmes 
on desertification and disaster reduction. 

25. The EGTT was represented at the workshop on adaptation planning and practices of the Nairobi 
work programme held in Rome, Italy, on 10–12 September 2007.  At the twelfth meeting, one member 
shared the outcomes of this workshop with the rest of the group, including an acknowledgment of the 
challenge of integrating the results of various processes and programmes such as national development 
plans, national communications, national adaptation programmes of action (NAPAs) and TNAs.   

                                                      
7 FCCC/SBSTA/2007/6. 
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E.  Collaboration with other expert groups established under the Convention 

26. Enhancing cooperation with constituted bodies under the Convention (the Consultative Group of 
Experts on National Communications from Parties not included in Annex I to the Convention (CGE) and 
the Least Developed Countries Expert Group (LEG)) is an ongoing activity of the EGTT.  At SBSTA 26 
a meeting was organized for the Chair of the SBSTA and the Chair of the Subsidiary Body for 
Implementation with the chairs of the expert groups established under the Convention (CGE, EGTT and 
LEG) to exchange information.  One of the outcomes of this meeting was an agreement to continue the 
practice of inviting expert groups to attend workshops of other expert groups.  

27. In this context members of the EGTT were invited to represent the group in the LEG stocktaking 
meeting on the preparation and implementation of NAPAs and the CGE workshop on the exchange of 
experiences and good practices among non-Annex I Parties in preparing national communications and on 
cross-cutting issues.  Members of the LEG and the CGE were invited to the workshop on best practices 
in conducting TNAs; a revised version of the background paper prepared for this workshop also served 
as an input for the CGE workshop.  

28. At the twelfth meeting the outcomes of these and other workshops and their relevance for the 
work of the EGTT were reported by the members concerned to the rest of the group.  The group stressed 
the importance of attending these workshops in terms of promoting the work of the EGTT and its 
potential linkages with other areas of work within and outside the Convention.  

III.  Activities for immediate follow-up 
29. The EGTT recommends the following activities for immediate follow-up to ensure continuity of 
the work, resources permitting: 

a) Implement the training programme on project preparation in collaboration with, inter alia, 
UNIDO, UNEP, UNDP, CTI and REEEP, initiated by a ‘training of trainers’ programme in 
the second half of 2008 and followed by regional training workshops in 2008 and 2009; 

b) Organize, as an input to the Nairobi work programme, an expert meeting on technologies for 
adaptation with experts involved in this work and in the activities of the Nairobi work 
programme and NAPAs, to be held before SBSTA 28; 

c) Prepare the terms of reference for updating the UNDP handbook with a view to finalizing a 
new version of the handbook by SBSTA 29 or the first quarter of 2009. 

 

- - - - - 


