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JAPAN 
 

JAPAN’S SUBMISSION ON 
DIALOGUE ON LONG-TERM COOPERATIVE ACTION TO ADDRESS CLIMATE 

CHANGE BY ENHANCING IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONVENTION 
 
 

1. The background 
 

●The times are changing rapidly.  We must realize that both developed and 
developing countries will have been in quite different situations from now as a 
result of technological advances and economic development in the long run.  Even 
the current situations differ significantly from 1992 when the UNFCCC was 
adopted and from 1990 which is the base year of the Kyoto Protocol. 

●A variety of undertakings that complement the UNFCCC process, such as those 
under the G8 and APP (Asia-Pacific Partnership on Clean Development and 
Climate), have developed, and thus discussions on climate change have become 
more multilayered. 

●The UNFCCC process must be responsible for the future, addressing these 
changes, and taking account of the situations the world will face in the long term.  
The UNFCCC process must create global solidarity necessary to face this truly 
global and historic challenge.  

 

2. What we need to do  
 

●We are obliged to take action to realize the ultimate objective of the Convention 
stipulated in Article 2, and that should be the basis for our consideration of future 
actions. 

●For that purpose, we need to continue discussion to reach agreement on long-
term goals and ways to achieve them, reach common understanding on our 
emission reduction potentials and capabilities, and share scientific knowledge to 
identify them.  For that purpose, Japan is in the process of considering medium 
and long term goals including how specific targets should be set. 

●To build long term action against climate change, it is important to construct an 
effective framework that brings about maximum reduction efforts by all major 
emitting countries, while enabling all countries to take effective mitigation 
measures in accordance with their own capabilities.  For such framework to be 
realized, not only quantified commitments of Annex I countries but also new 
visions and concepts that reflect the changing realities of the time are required.   
An enabling culture is indispensable in this regard.   

●For the same reason, Japan finds it necessary to ensure coordinated consideration 
of commitments under Article 3, paragraph 9 of the Protocol, the periodic reviews 
of the Protocol as stipulated in Article 9 of the Protocol and pertinent reviews of 
the Convention. 
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3. More specific actions to take 
 

(a)Advancing development goals in a sustainable way 

●Emission reduction must be pursued in the way that promotes sustainable 
development.  Mitigation and adaptation measures should not be in conflict with 
sustainable development. 

●For that purpose, it is important to integrate mitigation and adaptation measures 
into development policies. 

●The pursuit of sustainable production and consumption patterns, typified by the 
promotion of 3Rs and anti-pollution measures including those against air-
pollution, contributes to minimize the effect of climate change. 

 

(b)Addressing action on adaptation 

●Adaptation to adverse effects of climate change is an important issue for all 
countries, especially for LDCs and small island countries.  For this reason, the 
Five-year programme of work of the SBSTA on impacts, vulnerability and 
adaptation to climate change should be steadily implemented. 

●It is important to build up and share available technologies, information and 
policy experiences at regional and national levels.  We should give priority to truly 
necessary measures while making the most of existing frameworks and expertise. 

●As adaptation has close relations with development policies, the participation of 
development organizations in each country and international development 
financial organizations will be indispensable.   

●Scientific knowledge based on climate change monitoring and research should be 
widely shared, as the platform of the consideration of adaptation measures.   

 

(c)Realising the full potential of technology 

●Diffusion of existing technologies, development and diffusion of innovative 
technologies are the key. 

●Sector-by-sector approach is required to improve energy efficiency in particular.  
In view of industrial globalization, it is important to develop detailed benchmarks 
on sectoral energy efficiency and identify best practices, transcending Annex I and 
non-Annex I divisions. 

●Measures to diffuse developed countries� energy-saving practices and 
technologies in developing countries are essential. 

●In many developed countries, the public R&D investments have been declining 
in the field of energy and environment, and the efforts need to be strengthened in 
this regard. 

 

(d)Realising the full potential of market-based opportunities 

●It is important to fully utilize market mechanisms, in order to enable cost-
effective emission reduction and to provide incentives to diffuse advanced 
technologies of companies in developed countries to developing countries. 
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●Promotion of CDM and its institutional reform are indispensable.  The �Future 
CDM Committee� led by Japan is an effective approach in promoting CDM in the 
field of energy efficiency and transport. 

●In the long run, CDM should go through necessary extensive reforms as 
discussions of future framework progress.  It should be noted that the current CDM 
stands on the two groups, those who commit themselves to quantified emission 
reduction targets and those who do not have such commitment. 

 

4. Others 

●The Dialogue should be organized in an efficient manner, by holding them, for 
instance, during the session period of the Subsidiary Bodies and/ or COP meetings 
to minimize costs. 

(End) 
- - - - - 


