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Momentum for Change Criteria 
 
Basic eligibility criteria 
 
All projects/initiatives/programmes (hereinafter referred to as activities) submitted under 
Momentum for Change, 
must: 

1. Address climate change mitigation or adaptation; 

2. Be already implemented, or in the course of implementation; 

3. Be scaleable or replicable with potential for long-term impact; 

4. Be the result of cooperation between the public and the private sectors; 

5. Deliver verifiable social and environmental benefits to an identified community, which has 
been appropriately engaged in the development and implementation processes; 

6. Not be registered or have intentions to register as a clean development mechanism 
(CDM) or joint implementation (JI) initiative. 

 
The first pillar of Momentum for Change will focus on activities where the social and 
environmental benefits have been delivered to the urban poor in a developing country. The 
Momentum for Change initiative will evolve over time. In future years, other pillars will be 
introduced to complement the first pillar on public private sector cooperation for the benefit of 
urban communities in developing countries. 
 
Momentum for Change assessment criteria 
 
In order to determine which activities will be presented at the showcase event organized by the 
UNFCCC secretariat, the advisory panel will take into account a number of factors described 
below. The factors are examples of issues that the panel deems relevant in assessing the degree 
to which the activities meet each of the selection criteria. They do not constitute an exhaustive list 
of factors to be considered nor are any of them compulsory for selection. 
 

1. With respect to criterion 1 being the extent to which an activity is addressing climate 
change mitigation or adaptation (or a blend of the two), the panel will consider the 
following: 

a. The activity�s stated goals and objectives; 

b. Elements of the activity that are original or innovative, or which involve 
transformational change. 

 
2. With respect to criterion 2 being the stage of the activity�s implementation, the panel will 

consider the following: 

a. Mitigation or adaptation results already achieved; 

b. The use of reporting and the verification of results either through an independent 
assessment or through self-reporting; 

c. Existing data, or other verifiable evidence, available to demonstrate mitigation, or the 
utilization of an adaptation scheme such as community based adaptation; 
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d. In order to be inclusive, activities with limited resources and reporting capabilities are 
not required to provide full reporting and data sets. 
 

3. With respect to criterion 3 being the scalability, replicability and long-term impact of an 
activity, the selection panel will consider the following: 

a. If the activity has already been replicated, or if there are any plans to do so; 

b. Plans to scale up or examples of scaling-up; 

c. Examples of potential long-term impacts of the activity; 

d. Elements that lead to transformational change. Including, having a catalytic effect on 
an institutional or market dynamic, such as, by reducing the relative cost of a low 
carbon technology, or creating broader public awareness of benefits, etc; 

e. The use of allocated funds to achieve the scale of results. 
 

4. With respect to criterion 4 being the result of cooperation between public and private 
sectors, the panel will adopt the following broad definition for both public and private 
sectors: 

a. Examples of entities deemed to fall within the public sector include: a national, state, 
regional or local government, an organization bringing together any of these, or other 
publicly funded institutions; 

b. Examples of entities deemed to fall within the private sector include: a private, 
publicly listed or state-owned company or corporation (whether business or social 
enterprise) and includes registered non-government organizations, charities, trusts 
and foundations. 
 

5. With respect to criterion 5 being the extent to which an activity is delivering verifiable 
social and environmental benefits to a community, which has been appropriately 
engaged in development processes, the panel will take into account the following: 

a. Extent of poverty alleviation, including tackling the root causes of poverty, injustice 
and discrimination;  

b. Reduction in exposure to natural disasters and the enhancement of risk resilience; 

c. Ensured participation of the community, including prior informed consent, gender 
parity and a gender responsive approach; 

d. Improvement of quality of life, including education, health, security environment; 

e. Improvement of access to energy and mobility and to sustainable use of natural 
resources; 

f. Existence of an overall net environmental benefit to the community, 

g. Creation of decent work opportunities; 

h. Empowerment of women or specific segments of the population already vulnerable 
owing to geography, gender, age, indigenous or minority status and disability. 
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6. With respect to criterion 6, it is not subjective. Assessment is based on the answer to a 
yes/no question.  

 
Activities submitted to the panel for 2012 will be deemed to meet the requirement of the social 
benefits being delivered to an urban community in a developing country, through an assessment 
of the region and community identified in response to criterion 5. 
 
 

- - - - - 


