
“To hold the increase in global average temperature 
below 2°C above pre-industrial levels” 

“To implement individually or jointly the quantified economy-wide emissions 
targets for 2020” 

UNEP ‘emissions gap’ report 
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Where we should be in 2020: 
44 GtCO2e per year 

Where we may be in 2020: 
59 GtCO2e per year 

Where the pledges may take us in 2020: 
52-54 GtCO2e per year 

The emissions gap in 2020: 
8-10 GtCO2e per year 



New scenarios 

Concerted action from 2010 

• Can be done without 
negative emissions 

Concerted action from 2020 

• Higher cost 

• Negative emissions needed 

• Higher risks 



The emission gaps  in 
2025 and 2030 



The remaining carbon 
budget 



Pathways for staying 
within 2C 



How to spend the emissions budget for 2o C?  

Global emission milestones 

Net Zero CO2 Emissions ≈ 
2055-2070 

Net Zero Total Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions ≈  2080-2100  
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Carbon neutrality 

Net Zero  

2050: ≈ -50% 

2030: ≈ -15% 





Energy Efficiency – the short term option 
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Adoption of Energy Efficiency 

technologies drives development 

Investment in Energy Efficiency drives growth and 

development while enhancing energy security 

Reduce energy   

    imports 

Improve 

  livelihoods 

Investments in Energy Efficiency… 

Create jobs 

Reduce  

   company costs 



Thank You! 

 

 
John M. Christensen 
UNEP 

UN City, Copenhagen, Denmark 

www.unepdtu.org 

www.energyefficiencycentre.org  

http://www.unepdtu.org/
http://www.energyefficiencycentre.org/

