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MEDIA ALERT 

 

 

Statement by Christiana Figueres, Executive Secretary of the UN Framework Convention 

on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in Response to Media Reports on President Obama’s New 

Climate Initiative  

 

 “News that the United States will unveil a significant strategy on Monday (2 June 2014) to combat climate change 

is a welcome development in 2014—the Year of Ambition”. 

 

“The decision by President Obama to launch plans to more tightly regulate emissions from power plants will send 

a good signal to nations everywhere that one of the world’s biggest emitters is taking the future of the planet and 

its people seriously”. 

 

“It is also a good signal for the UN Secretary General’s Climate Summit in September and towards securing a new 

and more importantly meaningful climate agreement by the UN convention meeting in Paris in late 2015”. 

 

“I fully expect action by the United States to spur others in taking concrete action—action that can set the stage 

and put in place the pathways that can bend the global emissions curve down in order to keep world-wide 

temperature rise under 2 degrees Celsius this century”. 

 

Ends Statement 

 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Nick Nuttall, Coordinator, Communications and Outreach:  +49 228 815 1400 (phone), +49 152 0168 4831 

(mobile) nnuttall(at)unfccc.int 

 

John Hay, Communications Officer: +49 228 815 1404 (phone), +49 172 258 6944 (mobile) jhay(at)unfccc.int 

 

About the UNFCCC  

 

With 195 Parties, the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) has near universal 

membership and is the parent treaty of the 1997 Kyoto Protocol. The Kyoto Protocol has been ratified by 192 of 

the UNFCCC Parties. For the first commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol, 37 States, consisting of highly 
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industrialized countries and countries undergoing the process of transition to a market economy, have legally 

binding emission limitation and reduction commitments. In Doha in 2012, the Conference of the Parties serving as 

the meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol adopted an amendment to the Kyoto Protocol, which establishes 

the second commitment period under the Protocol. The ultimate objective of both treaties is to stabilize greenhouse 

gas concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that will prevent dangerous human interference with the climate 

system. 

Follow UNFCCC on  and 
 

See also:  <http://unfccc.int/press/items/2794.php> 

Follow UNFCCC on Twitter:  @UN_ClimateTalks 

UNFCCC Executive Secretary Christiana Figueres on Twitter: @CFigueres 

UNFCCC on Facebook:  facebook.com/UNclimatechange 


