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MEDIA ALERT 

 

UN’s Top Climate Official Welcomes Appointment of Jukka Uosukainen as Director of 

New Climate Technology Centre and Network 

 
(Bonn, 17 January 2014) - Jukka Uosukainen, a Finnish national, has been chosen as the Director of the 

Climate Technology Centre and Network (CTCN). 

 

His appointment was today welcomed by Christiana Figueres, the Executive Secretary of the UN 

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 

 
The CTCN, the operational arm of the UNFCCC’s Technology Mechanism, aims to assist developing 

countries reduce greenhouse gas emissions and improve resilience to the unavoidable impacts of climate 

change. 

 

“I would like to congratulate Jukka Uosukainen for being chosen for this important role. I am sure with 

his leadership the CTCN can proceed to realize its goal of accelerating and scaling-up clean energy, 

energy efficiency and technologies that can assist in combating and coping with climate change,” she 

said. 

 

“With this decision, the CTCN has completed its administrative structure and can move into the 

operational phase. As nations work towards a new, universal climate agreement in 2015, the fully 

operational CTCN provides an important signal that the global infrastructure to combat climate change 

is in place and can deliver. Developing countries urgently need financial support to scale up action so 

that this and other mechanisms can fulfill their role as components of a comprehensive response to 

climate change," said Ms.  Figueres. 

 

Mr. Jukka Uosukainen has worked in the national and international environmental sector for more than 

two decades, chairing  and facilitating various UN committees, including of the UNFCCC and the 

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). More recently, he served as the Special Envoy for 

Climate Change for the Government of Finland. 

 

The decision was endorsed by the advisory board of the CTCN Friday. The CTCN is the operational arm 

of the UNFCCC Technology Mechanism and is hosted and managed by UNEP in collaboration with 

UNIDO and with the support of 11 Centres of Excellence located in developing and developed 

countries. 
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The Technology Mechanism was established by the Cancun Agreements in 2010 and the Durban agreed 

outcomes in 2011. It comprises a Technology Executive Committee and a Climate Technology Centre 

and Network. The Centre is located in the UN City Copenhagen. 

 

The CTCN will specifically work to reduce the risks and costs of technology transfer by helping 

developing countries make informed decisions about mitigation and adaptation technologies that suit 

their needs. 

 

Developing countries will access the services of the CTCN through their National Designated Entities, 

which serve as the link between the CTCN and local stakeholders, including the private sector and 

government institutions.  

 

The CTCN will provide services such as supporting countries in preparing their technology projects and 

strategies and providing tailored training and capacity building programmes. 

 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Nick Nuttall, UNFCCC Coordinator, Communications and Outreach:  +49 228 815 1400 (phone), +49 152 0168 

4831 (mobile) nnuttall(at)unfccc.int 

 

John Hay, UNFCCC Communications Officer: +49 228 815 1404 (phone), +49 172 258 6944 (mobile) 

jhay(at)unfccc.int 

 

About the UNFCCC  

 

With 195 Parties, the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) has near universal 

membership and is the parent treaty of the 1997 Kyoto Protocol. The Kyoto Protocol has been ratified by 192 of 

the UNFCCC Parties. For the first commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol, 37 States, consisting of highly 

industrialized countries and countries undergoing the process of transition to a market economy, have legally 

binding emission limitation and reduction commitments. In Doha in 2012, the Conference of the Parties serving as 

the meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol adopted an amendment to the Kyoto Protocol, which establishes 

the second commitment period under the Protocol. The ultimate objective of both treaties is to stabilize greenhouse 

gas concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that will prevent dangerous human interference with the climate 

system. 

 

See also:  <http://unfccc.int/press/items/2794.php> 

Follow UNFCCC on Twitter:  @UN_ClimateTalks 

UNFCCC Executive Secretary Christiana Figueres on Twitter: @CFigueres 

UNFCCC on Facebook:  facebook.com/UNclimatechange 


