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Co-Chairs of important work programme on long-term climate finance appointed 

 
(Bonn/Pretoria, 16 April 2012) � H.E. Ms. Maite Nkoana-Mashabane, South African Minister of 
International Relations and Cooperation, and the President of the UN Climate Change Conference held 
in Durban, South Africa last year (COP 17/CMP 7), has announced the appointment of Mr. Zaheer Fakir 
(South Africa) and Mr. Georg Børsting (Norway) as co-Chairs of a work programme on long-term 
climate finance. 

 
In the context of meaningful mitigation and adaptation actions and transparency on 

implementation, industrialized countries have committed to a goal of mobilizing jointly USD 100 billion 
per year by 2020 to address the needs of developing countries.    

 
In Durban, governments decided to undertake a work programme on long-term finance in order 

to analyze options for the mobilization of resources from a wide variety of sources. Sources include 
public and private, bilateral and multilateral, as well as alternative sources. Importantly, the analytical 
work will also cover the climate-related financing needs of developing countries.  

 
The co-Chairs are well versed with the issue of finance in the climate change negotiations, 

having been actively engaged in climate finance issues both within the UN-led climate change process, 
as well as outside the process.  Both served as advisors to the co-Chairs of the 2011 Transitional 
Committee of the Green Climate Fund. 

 
Mr. Fakir is a senior official of the Department of Environmental Affairs in South Africa. He is 

an active member of the Adaptation Fund Board and, until recently, was a member of the Council of the 
Global Environment Facility. He is also the co-Chair of the Trust Fund Committee of the Clean 
Technology Fund. In addition, he successfully facilitated the negotiations at the UN Climate Change 
Conference in Durban that led to the launching of the Green Climate Fund.   

 
Mr. Børsting is the Policy Director for Climate Change of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 

Norway.  Mr. Børsting has facilitated various negotiations under the UN-led climate change negotiations 
and had chair positions in the Joint Implementation Supervisory Committee and the Executive Board of 
the Clean Development Mechanism.  He led the negotiations in Durban that resulted in the adoption of 
the decision on the work programme on long-term finance.   
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Mr. Fakir and Mr. Børsting will commence the coordination and steering of the long-term 
finance work programme, supported by the UNFCCC secretariat, at the upcoming UN Climate Change 
Conference in Bonn in May 2012. Their work will include the organization of workshops throughout 
2012 and a presentation of the outcomes of these workshops at the UN Climate Change Conference in 
Doha (COP18) at the end of the year. 

 
During the session, the co-Chairs will actively consult with Parties and key stakeholders in order 

to identify priority areas of the work programme and to crystallize the work plan.   
 
More detailed information on the work of the co-Chairs and activities relating to the work 

programme on long-term finance will be posted on the UNFCCC website shortly. 
 

UNFCCC Press Office: 
http://unfccc.int/press/items/2794.php

 
About the UNFCCC  

 
With 195 Parties, the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) has near universal 
membership and is the parent treaty of the 1997 Kyoto Protocol. The Kyoto Protocol has been ratified by 193 of 
the UNFCCC Parties. Under the Protocol, 37 States, consisting of highly industrialized countries and countries 
undergoing the process of transition to a market economy, have legally binding emission limitation and reduction 
commitments. The ultimate objective of both treaties is to stabilize greenhouse gas concentrations in the 
atmosphere at a level that will prevent dangerous human interference with the climate system. 

 
See also:  unfccc.int 
Follow UNFCCC on Twitter:  @UN_ClimateTalks 
UNFCCC Executive Secretary Christiana Figueres on Twitter: @CFigueres 
UNFCCC on Facebook:  facebook.com/UNclimatechange 
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