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PRESS RELEASE

Governments in Warsaw make breakthrough in agreements to cut greenhouse gas
emissions from deforestation

(Warsaw, 22 November 2013) Governments at the UN Climate Change Conference in Warsaw on
Friday agreed a set of decisions on ways to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from deforestation and the
degradation of forests.

The agreement on the so-called REDD+ initiative is backed by pledges of 280 million dollars in
financing from the US, Norway and the UK.

President of the conference Marcin Korolec said: “I am proud of this concrete accomplishment.
We are all aware of the central role that forests play as carbon sinks, climate stabilizers and biodiversity
havens. We know the destructive impact that forest fires and deforestation have on peoples and
economies. Through our negotiations, we have made a significant contribution to forest preservation and
sustainable use which will benefit the people who live in and around them and humanity and the planet
as a whole.”

The decisions adopted provide guidance for ensuring environmental integrity and pave the way
towards the full implementation of REDD+ activities on the ground. The package also provides a
foundation for transparency and integrity of REDD+ action, clarifies ways to finance relevant activities
and how to improve coordination of support.

“Governments have shown their firm commitment to reduce emissions from deforestation and
forest degradation in Warsaw. They have delivered a set of decisions that will make a significant impact
in reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation in developing countries and catalyze
actions in this critical area of addressing climate change,” said Christiana Figueres, Executive Secretary
of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).

About the UNFCCC

With 195 Parties, the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) has near universal
membership and is the parent treaty of the 1997 Kyoto Protocol. The Kyoto Protocol has been ratified by 192 of
the UNFCCC Parties. For the first commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol, 37 States, consisting of highly
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industrialized countries and countries undergoing the process of transition to a market economy, have legally
binding emission limitation and reduction commitments. In Doha in 2012, the Conference of the Parties serving as
the meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol adopted an amendment to the Kyoto Protocol, which establishes
the second commitment period under the Protocol. The ultimate objective of both treaties is to stabilize greenhouse
gas concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that will prevent dangerous human interference with the climate
system.

See also: unfccc.int

Follow UNFCCC on Twitter: @UN_ClimateTalks

UNFCCC Executive Secretary Christiana Figueres on Twitter: @ CFigueres

UNFCCC on Facebook: <facebook.com/UNClimateTalks> and <facebook.com/The.Adaptation.Exchange>



