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Context:

Global change, including increasing exposure to a variety
of weather-related risks.

Growing exposures, driven largely by socio-economic
change.

Science suggests that we may face increasing frequency
and intensity of weather-related hazards (climate
variability) in the future related to climate change....

We are headed into a period of greater uncertainty, and
also opportunities

Special report on Extreme Events (IPCC, November 2011)




Even without taking climate change into account, disaster risk will continue to increase in many @
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Evidence suggests that climate change has changed the magnitude and frequency of some extreme weather and
climate events (‘climate extremes’) in some regions already.

Climate change will have significant impacts on the severity and magnitude of climate extremes in the future. For the coming
two or three decades, the expected increase in climate extremes will probably be relatively small compared to the normal
year-to-year variations in such extremes. However, as climate change becomes more dramatic, its effect on a range of
climate extremes will become increasingly important and will play a more significant role in disaster impacts.

High levels of vulnerability, combined with more severe and frequent weather and climate extremes, may result in some
places, such as atolls, being increasingly difficult places in which to live and work.

A new balance needs to be struck between measures to reduce risk, transfer risk (e.g.through insurance) and

effectively prepare for and manage disaster impact in a changing climate. This balance will require a stronger emphasis on
anticipation and risk reduction.

In this context, existing risk management measures need to be improved as many countries are poorly adapted to current
extremes and risks, let alone those projected for the future.

Countries’ capacity to meet the challenges of observed and projected trends in disaster risk is determined by the
effectiveness of their national risk management system.

In cases where vulnerability and exposure are high, capacity is low, and weather and climate extremes are changing, more
fundamental adjustments may be required to avoid the worst disaster losses.

Any delay in greenhouse gas mitigation is likely to lead to more severe and frequent climate extremes.

Source:
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United Nations FCCstm.-'zm 1/L.35/Add. 1

Framework Convention on Distr. Limited
Climate Change 3 December 2011

Original: English

Approaches to address loss and damage associated with
climate change impacts in developing countries that are

Subsidiary Body for Implementation particularly vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate to

Thirty-fifth session enhance adaptive capacity’'
Durban, 28 November to 3 December 2011

Agenda item 8 - Activities to be undertaken under the work programme

Approaches to address loss and damage associated witl
impnl:ts in df\"flﬂpiﬂg countries that are pﬂrticulnrly \': Dl’ﬂft concluiions proposed h'f? the Chait‘
adverse effects of climate to enhance adaptive capacity -
— Activities to be undertaken under the work programi
Addendum

Recommendation by the Subsidiary Body for Implementation

The Subsidiary Body for Implementation, at its thirty-fifth session, decided to
recommend the following draft decision for adoption by the Conference of the Parties at its
seventeenth session:

Draft decision -/CP.17

warner@ehs.unu.edu
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High Level Side Event with Government of
Bangladesh

5 December 2011

Pavilion Hotel, Durban

Refreshments served
Chief Guest: Honorable Minister Dr Hasan Mahmud, Ministry
of Environment and Forests, Government of Bangladesh

Chair: Mr Mesbah ul Alam, Secretary, Ministry of Environment
and Forests, Government of Bangladesh
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Governments can leverage the potential of
concepts contained in the World Risk Index by
recognizing the management of Loss & Damage as
an integral part of Adaptation. This will increase

protection of individuals & the economy, reduce
weather impacts & foster sustainable
development.

In co-operation with regional, national &
international actors, solutions that account for
the multiple factors in loss & damage have the
potential to provide tangible results for the most
vulnerable countries & soften the blow of climate-
related disasters.




Thank You e

UNU-EHS
Institute for Environment

Dr. Koko Warner
UNITED NATIONS UNIVERSITY

Institute for Environment and Human
Security

(UNU-EHS)

Hermann-Ehlers-Str. 10
D-53113 Bonn, Germany
Phone: ++ 49 (0) 228 815-0226
Fax: ++49(0) 228 815-0299
E-Mail: warner@ehs.unu.edu
www.ehs.unu.edu




