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The secretariat of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and
its Kyoto Protocol (hereinafter referred to as the secretariat) presents its compliments to the
National Focal Points for climate change and to the Permanent Missions to the United
Nations.

The secretariat has the honour to inform Parties and signatories to the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (hereinafter referred to as the Convention) that
on 5 June 2009 the secretariat received a letter of the same date from Costa Rica requesting
that the secretariat circulate the text of a proposed protocol pursuant to Article 17.2 of the
Convention, as the basis for further negotiation, in the event that the Parties collectively
decide to adopt a protocol to the Convention at its fifteenth session in December 2009. The
letter is attached, and the draft protocol as received is contained in the annex to this note.

The procedures for adoption of protocols to the Convention are contained in Article
17 of the Convention. Article 17, paragraph 1, of the Convention states that “The
Conference of the Partics may, at any ordinary session, adopt protocols to the Convention”.
Article 17, paragraph 2, stipulates that “The text of any proposed protocol shall be
communicated to the Parties by the secretariat at least six months before such a session”, It
is the practice of the secretariat also to communicate proposed protocols to the signatories to
the Convention and, for information, to the Depositary.

Such proposals will be included in the provisional agenda of the fifteenth session of
the Conference of the Parties. The full text of the proposal will also be issued as an official
document of the Conference of the Parties in all of the official languages of the United
Nations.

The secretariat avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the National Focal Points
for climate change and to the Permanent Missions to the United Nations the assurances of its
highest consideration. PO RN
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Letter dated 5 June 2009 from Costa Rica
addressed to the Executive Secretary of the secretariat of the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change

proposing a new protocol to the Convention

Costa Rica is pleased to present the text of a proposed Protocol in accordance with article 17
paragraph 2 of the United Nalions Framework Convention on Climale Change. This Protccol is
intended to complement and not replace the Kyoto Protocol. The lext is without prejudice o the
views and posilions that Costa Rica may wish to adopl in the future.

Costa Rica does not claim ownership of the full text of this Prolocol. While reflecting some national
positions, the text also incorporates the entirety of the ‘Negoliating text" prepared by the Chair of
the Ad Hoc Working Group on Long-Term Cooperative Action under the Convention (AWG-LCA) in
response to a request from the AWG-LCA at its fourth session, contained in document
FCCC/AWGLCA/2009/8.

Costa Rica believes that the content of this proposed Protocol is currently a fine attempt to present
a broad array of Parlies’ views, constiluting a good slarting point for further input from Parties, both
in respect of content as well as with regard to the very structure of the agreement.

Costa Rica's intent herewith is not to prejudge the outcome of negotations. Rather it is our purpose
to not preclude the option of a legally binding agreement should Parlies collectively wish to make
use of that option in Copenhagen.

| hereby request the Secretariat to make the necessary arrangements to communicate this tex! to
the Parties of the Convention, as the basis for further negotiation, in the event that Parties
collectively decide to adopt a Protocol at the fifteenth session of the Conference of the Parties to
the Convention. In addition, Costa Rica would like to present the attached proposal to the AWG-
LCA and the Conference fo the Parties for their consideration.

I thank you in advance for your assistance, and assure you as always, of the cooperation of Costa

Rica in the crucial months ahead.

Yours Sincerely,

(Signed)
William Alpizar
Head of Delegation of Costa Rica
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“COPENHAGEN PROTOCOL”

The Parties to this Protocol,

Being Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, hereinafter
referred to as “the Convention”,

In further pursuit of the ultimate objective of the Convention as stated in its Article 2,
Recalling the provisions of the Convention,
Being guided by Article 3 of the Convention,

Acknowledging the important role of the Kyoto Protocol in contributing to the ultimate objective
of the Convention, and the need for a complementary legal instrument under the Convention,

Recalling the Bali Action Plan adopted by decision 1/CP.13 of the Conference of Parties to
theConvention at its thirteenth session, and the need for Long Term Cooperative Action among
all Parties to enable the full and sustained implementation of the Convention now, up to and
beyond 2012, in order to achieve its ultimate objective,

Further acknowledging the findings of the Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change and more recent scientific information, that delay in reducing emissions
significantly constrains opportunities to achieve low stabilization levels and increases the
probability of severe climate change impacts and the respective need for, and cost of, adaptation,

Emphasizing the urgent need to accelerate action to address climate change,

Renewing the political determination to ensure that environmental constraints do not undermine
the equitable development needs of present and future generations.

Intending to establish a new and equitable global partnership through the creation of new levels of
cooperation among Parties,

Affirming a Shared Vision of a long term goal to equitably, successfully and coherently integrate
the ambitious efforts of all Parties.

Have agreed as follows:



