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GLOBAL CLIMATE ACTION 

CITIES AND HUMAN SETTLEMENTS  

10 NOVEMBER 2016 

The Showcase and Dialogue on Cities and Human Settlements is organized to inspire, structure, 

and showcase climate action in the field of resilience in cities and buildings. The milestone 

achievements in 2015 have important implications for cities and human settlements. These include 

for example the Sendai Framework, Paris Climate Agreement, 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development, including SDG:11 focusing on cities and human settlements, and the Addis Ababa 

Agenda for Financing Development. 

The prominent reference to human settlements, cities and other subnational authorities in these 

processes and the global commitment to pursue a low-carbon resilient pathway to limit global 

temperature increase to 1.50C through the Paris Agreement, makes it important for a broader 

understanding of key role of cities and human settlements play in contributing to this goal. 

The Buildings and Construction sector must play a crucial role to realise global objectives, including 

multiple Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),  and the Paris Climate Agreement. The sector 

accounts for more than 20% of global GHG emissions.  Harnessing the potential of the sector to 

achieve 80% of CO2 reductions by 2050 (IEA) will be critical in implemention of the Paris 

Agreement.  

The Global Alliance for Buildings and Construction (GABC) is an initiative launched at COP21, as 

part of the Lima Paris Action Agenda, which aims to mobilise member States as well as non-state 

actors from the Buildings and Construction sector to scale up climate actions.   The GABC is 

focused on the low-carbon and energy transition of the Buildings and Construction sector through 

fostering the development of appropriate policies for sustainable buildings and energy efficiency in 

buildings, and allowing a concrete value-chain transformation of the sector. Today, the Alliance 

gathers more than 80 key players, including 23 countries, which have expressed their common 

commitments and are carrying out significant activities in these fields. As such action needs to be 

significantly scaled-up to help achieve the 2 degrees scenario, the GABC is organizing a special 

Buildings Day at COP22 on 10 November 2016 to highlight progress and to further support the 

international cooperation necessary in this field 

As centres of population (the majority of the world’s population live in urban centres) and economic 

activity, cities concentrate risks while also amplifying hazards. This is especially true in relation to 

climate change . The urgent need for resilience-building at all levels was reaffirmed in three global 

frameworks: the Sendai Framework for Disaster Reduction, the Sustainable Development Goals, 

and the Paris Agreement.Under the latter, resilience is particularly important because the 

aggregate effect of intended nationally determined contributions will not be sufficient for a 1.5°C 

pathway nor to keep global temperature increases below a 2°C increase. In this context, increasing 

resilience and adapting to unavoidable climate change and impacts is imperative to build resilient 

cities, prepared to absorb and recover from any shock or stress while maintaining their essential 

functions and structures. This urban resilience workstream of the Cities and Human Settlements 

event at COP22 will provide an update on key global initiatives designed to accelerate and scale-up 

local adaptation and disaster risk reduction. 

After a joint showcase, the thematic day on Cities and Human Settlements will be equally divided 

between a Buildings (13.30-16.00) and a Resilience (16.30-19.00) section. 
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SHOWCASE 
CITIES AND HUMAN SETTLEMENTS  

10 NOVEMBER 2016 
10:00-13:00 

 

10.00-10.15 Joint opening remarks 
(to be confirmed by Moroccan representatives and UNFCCC) 

Speakers  

 The Champions:  
o Ms Hakima Al-Haité, Minister of Environment, Morocco 
o Mr. Mohammed Nabil Benabdallah, Minister for Housing and Urban Policy, Morocco  

 Senior Representative from the facilitators of the event (TBC) 

 

SHOWCASE CITIES AND HUMAN SETTLEMENTS: BUILDINGS  

10:15-11:35 

Summary and Objectives 

The road to low-GHG and resilient buildings. With support from the governments of Morocco and 
France, Buildings Day at COP 22 will be organized by the Global Alliance for Buildings and 
Construction (GABC), which gathers today 23 countries and 64 non-state organizations. This event 
will take place following a general meeting of the GABC members on 09 November afternoon to 
discuss the 2017 action plan and to define messages for COP 22, including actions established 
during a meeting on the GABC Roadmap and Public Policies held 27-28 October 2016 in Paris.    

 
 

10.15- 10.40 
Session 1: Mobilizing the Building Sector to help deliver the Paris 

Agreement 

Description  
This session will focus on the specific contribution needed from the building sector to help achieve 
the less than 2-degree objective of the Paris Climate Agreement. It will particularly highlight the role 
of the Global Alliance for Buildings and Construction to help establish a Roadmap for the building 
sector’s contribution, and its efforts to present a Global Status Report (the first version of a Building 
and Climate annual report). These ”living documents” will be enriched each year, and will have their 
global launch during this event. Documents will subsequently be available on the GABC website. 
 
Introduction to the Roadmap 

 Ms. Sylvie LEMMET, Director for European and international Affairs, French Ministry of the 
Environment, Energy and the Sea, France 

Presentation of the Roadmap 

 Ms. Stefanie GREIL, German Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy, Germany  

Presentation of the Global Status Report (prepared by IEA, C2E2 and GBPN) 
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 Mr. Brian DEAN, International Energy Agency  

Panelists 

 Mr. Jorge WOLPERT, Director General for Urban Development, Land, and Housing, Ministry of 
Agrarian, Territorial and Urban Development, Mexico jorge.wolpert@sedatu.gob.mx   

Moderator Mr. Frédéric Auclair, GABC Coordinator (UN Environment) 
 

 

10.40-11.25 Session 2: Showcasing building sector progress and announcements – 
GABC work area 

Description  
This session, structured as two moderated panel discussions, focuses on needs being addressed 
and solutions being developed to support building sector climate action at all levels of governance. 
Issues related to Public Policies, Education & Awareness, Market Transformation, Finance & Data 
Analysis, and Measurement and Accountability (the GABC working areas) will be discussed 
through the perspectives of public and private sector representatives, NGOs, and finance-related 
institutions 
 
Speakers (tbc):    

 Panel 1.  
o Ms. Majida EL OUARDIRHI, Director for Quality and Technical Affairs, Minister for 

Habitat and Urban Policy, Morocco 
o Ms. Mariline DIARA, Director for the Environment and Classified Facilities, Ministry of 

the Environment and Sustainable Development, Senegal,  
o Mr. Christian BRODHAG, President, Construction 21,  
o Mr. François MOISAN, Executive Director for Strategy and Research, Scientific 

Director, ADEME 
 

 Panel 2.   
o Ms. Terri WILLS, CEO, World Green Building Council;  
o Mr. Bernard MATHIEU, Head of Sustainable Development, Lafarge-Holcim;  
o Mr. Thomas GRANIER, Directeur Général, La Voute Nubienne; 
o Mr. Roland HUNZIKER, Director Sustainable Buildings and Cities, World Business 

Council for Sustainable Development 
o Ms. Jennifer LAYKE, Director, Building Efficiency Initiative, World Resources Institute 
o Mr. Benoît LEBOT, International Partnership for Energy Efficiency Cooperation 

(IPEEC) 

o Ms. Ursula Hartenberger, Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
o Mr. Pekka HUOVILA, SBP, 10 Year Framework Program (10YFP) 

Moderator: TBC 

 

11.25-11.35 Closing wrap-up session: 2017 perspectives 

Speaker: 

 Ms. Emmanuelle COSSE, Minister of Housing and Sustainable Habitat, France 

 

mailto:jorge.wolpert@sedatu.gob.mx
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SHOWCASE CITIES AND HUMAN SETTLEMENTS: RESILIENCE 

11.40 – 13.00 

Accelerating local adaptation and disaster risk reduction. This urban resilience showcase 

session at COP22 will provide an update on key global initiatives designed to accelerate and scale-

up local adaptation and disaster risk reduction action. Selected best practice examples will be 

highlighted from innovative, replicable initiatives that have demonstrated concrete progress and 

potential linkages to NDCs. The aim of the session is to present inspiring, tangible solutions to 

mobilize further actions, partnerships and support for urban resilience building. 

The event will: 

 Provide an update of progress made by global urban resilience initiatives toward 
advancing local action on adaptation and disaster risk reduction in support of the Paris 
Agreement and SDGs; 

 Inspire participants with best practices and local examples; 

 Identify areas for further support and opportunities for partnerships. 

11.45-13.00 

(75 minutes) 

Panel 1 

Showcase Initiatives on Resilience in Cities and Human Settlements 

Description 

This urban resilience showcase session at COP22 will provide an update on key global initiatives 

designed to accelerate and scale-up local adaptation and disaster risk reduction action. 

- Overview of initiatives, Laura Kavanaugh, Resilient Cities Program Manager, ICLEI – Local 
Governments for Sustainability 

- Resilience in the framework of the Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy 
o CRAFT Tool, Seth Schultz, Director of Research, Measurement and Planning, C40 Cities 

Climate Leadership Group  

o Mayors Adapt, Steen Christiansen, Mayor, Albertslund, Denmark, Climate Alliance 
Ambassador 

-  Progress on other selected initiatives  
o RegionsAdapt, Joan França, Project Manager, Network of Regional Governments for 

Sustainable Development (nrg4sd) 

- Presenting selected new national initiative:  

Mohamed Chaibi, President of the Coalition for Waste Valorization, tbc, Ministry of Interior, 

Kingdom  

Response by Parties 

Concluding remarks and launch of call for hosting IPCC Cities Conference in 2018 together 

with IPCC WG-II Co-Chair Debra Roberts 

Moderator 

Maryke van Staden, Manager, Low Carbon City Agenda and Director of the Bonn Center for Local 

Climate Action and Reporting (carbonn Center) ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability 
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DIALOGUE 

CITIES AND HUMAN SETTLEMENTS: BUILDINGS 

13:30-15:55 

SUMMARY OF THE BUILDINGS WORKSTREAM DIALOGUE  

Dialogue 1 will provide the opportunity to discuss available actions which combine both emission 
reductions with efficient, safe and affordable housing. Access to finance is a crucial point that will be 
addressed during Dialogue 2, which will particularly focus on how to overcome market barriers 
through attracting investors and giving priority to innovative solutions and players. A diversity of 
speakers will allow for an interactive discussion. 

  

13.30:14.40 Dialogue 1: Low-carbon and Affordable Buildings – A Reality for All 

Description 
This dialogue will discuss pathways to achieve emission reductions, thermal comfort and cost 
efficiency in buildings. The session theme will be introduced through the presentation of a White 
Paper on Net-Zero Buildings by the World Green Building Council, followed by sharing and 
discussions on success stories, as well as common barriers and strategies to eliminate them.    
 
Speakers  

 Ms. Terri WILLS, CEO, World Green Building Council 
 
Roundtable Dialogue  
Expected participants (non-exhaustive list) 
National Governments 

o Ms. Emmanuelle COSSE, Minister of Housing and Sustainable Habitat, France 
o Mr. Diene Farba SARR, Minister for Urban Renewal, Habitat and Quality of Life, 

Senegal 
o Mr. Glen MURRAY, Ontario Minister of Environment and Climate Change, Ontario, 

Canada 
o Mr. Harri HAKASTE, Senior Architect, Ministry of the Environment, Finland 
o Ms. Sandra TACKE, German Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy, 

Germany 
o Mr. Jorge WOLPERT, Director General for Urban Development, Land, and 

Housing, Ministry of Agrarian, Territorial and Urban Development, Mexico  

 Experts:  
o Dominique CAMPANA, Director of International Affairs, ADEME 

 

 Private sector:  
o Mr. Kenichi ISHIDA and Ms. Maya IDE, Managing Officer, Sekisui House 

  

 Buildings professionals’ associations:  
o Ms. Terri WILLS, CEO, WGBC 

 
Chairman 

Mr. Mohammed Nabil Benabdallah, Minister for Housing and Urban Policy, Morocco  
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14.40-15.45 
Dialogue 2: Financing the transition to low-carbon buildings: Market 

opportunities for large scale renovation 

Description  
Buildings represent 50% of global wealth. It is necessary to mobilize more investments in energy 
efficiency than today.  If the sector is to deliver its potential, a dramatic evolution of investment in the 
sector is required (estimated at more than 7 times by 2050). This also means mainstreaming the 
best energy efficient solutions and financing models. Following a presentation on the interface 
between finance and energy efficiency and low-carbon buildings, the dialogue will address the 
following issues: 
- How to bridge finance and the building sector based on the confidence of the energy performance 
of the investment. 
- The capacity of third party investments for market transformation 
- Key role of the performance guarantee 
- How to finance the need for capacity building  
 
Speakers  

 Mr. Benoît LEBOT, International Partnership for Energy Efficiency Cooperation (IPEEC) 

Panel Discussion:   

 Mr. Gevorg SARGSYAN, Global Lead for Clean Energy, Energy and Extractives Global 
Practice, World Bank 

 Mr. Prashant KAPOOR, Principal Industry Specialist, Green Buildings, IFC Climate 

Business, Climate Change Group, IFC 

 Mr. Alain REYES, French Development Agency (AFD) 

 
Roundtable Dialogue 
Following the panel discussion, participants will engage in a roundtable dialogue.  Representation 
at the roundtable will include representatives of member states; technical experts in energy 
efficiency; private sector representatives, including building professionals’ associations, companies, 
commercial bank and insurance industry representatives.     
 
Moderator 
 

 

15.45-15.55 Wrap-up session 

 
Description  
 
Announcement of the High-level recommendation to the Champions for the 17th of November.   
 
Speaker 
A representative of the building sector to be designated. 
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CITIES AND HUMAN SETTLEMENTS: RESILIENCE 

DIALOGUE  

16.30-19.00 

 

The Dialogue on resilience in Cities and Human Settlements includes two policy dialogues: on 

ensuring synergy between the Paris Agreement, the New Urban Agenda and Sendai Framework 

policies; and on financing urban resilience through endogenous, subnational, national, regional, 

global and private resources. 

 

16.30-17.45 

(75 minutes) 

 

Topic 1 

Policy Dialogue on Ensuring Synergy among Paris Agreement, the New 

Urban Agenda and Sendai Framework Policy in the context of  2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development 

Description  

The milestone achievements in 2015, including the Sendai Framework; the Paris Climate 

Agreement; 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, including SDG11 focusing on cities and 

human settlements and the Addis Ababa Agenda for Financing Development, have strategic 

visions to engage with local and subnational governments.  

 Highlight key outcomes of leading intergovernmental processes concluded in 2015 and 
2016 relevant to resilience in cities; 

 Assess possible overlaps and convergence on resilience in cities with the Paris Agreement 
and its implementation decision;   

 Map possible areas of synergy in particular towards 2018. 
 

Speakers  

 Roi Chiti, HABITAT III Secretariat 

  Glenn Dolcemascolo, UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction - UNISDR 

  Pam O´Connor, Councellor, Santa Monica, USA 

  Representative a regional government  
 

Response by Parties 

Dialogue and concluding remarks  

 

Moderator: Facilitator: Mohamed Boussraoui, Unitied Cities and Local Governments (UCLG) on 
behalf of Global Task Force  
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17.45-19.00 

(75 minutes)  

 

Topic 2 

Policy Dialogue on Financing Urban Resilience Through Endogenous, 

Subnational, National, Regional, Global and Private Resources 

Description 

As the implementation of all agreements including Paris Agreement, Sendai Framework, SDGs, 

Addis Ababa Action Agenda for Finance and the New Urban Agenda, are accelerated, it is 

essential to review progress in efforts to enhance access and performance of local/urban resilience 

investments in relation to endogenous, subnational, national, regional, global and private 

resources. 

 Updates on the financing needs and flows of capital to urban/local/subnational action from 
numerous resources. 

 Assess innovation options to increase capital flows to urban/local/Subnational action, in 
particular through the emerging climate finance tools and mechanisms 

Speakers  

- Highlights of the World Bank Flagship Report “Investing in Urban Resilience”,  
Joe Leitmann, PhD, Lead Disaster Risk Management Specialist, Team Leader, Resilient 

Recovery and Urban Resilience, Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery, the 

World Bank 

- Insurance sector  
- Representative of the Green Climate Fund  
- President Ahmed Akhchichine, Region Marrakech-Safi, Kingdom of Morocco  

 

Response by Parties  

Dialogue and concluding remarks, including Anne Hidalgo, Mayor, Paris, France, Co-
President of  UCLG and incoming Chair of C40 

 

Moderator 

Carlos de Freitas, Director of Programs, FMDV-Global Fund for Cities Development, Co-Secretariat 

of the City Climate Finance Leadership Alliance (CCLFA)  

 

 

 


