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GLOBAL CLIMATE ACTION 

FORESTS 

8 November, 2016 

  

Achievement of the Paris Agreement goals will be impossible without action to protect, re-

store, and sustainably manage all types of forests.  Limiting global warming to well below 2 

(or to 1.5) degrees requires a rapid halt to deforestation and reaching a carbon balance by 

the second half of this century necessitates massive forest restoration. Healthy forests also 

play a central role in creating resilient societies that can adapt to climate change. Existing 

forests already remove over 2 Gigatonnes of our carbon emissions from the atmosphere 

annually, hence conservation and sustainable management of forest represent one of the 

largest, most cost-effective responses to climate challenges.  

The Forest Action events at COP 22 provide an opportunity to bring together state and 
non-state actors – governments, businesses, civil society groups, and indigenous peoples’ 
organizations – to take stock of progress made, and identify challenges as well as opportu-
nities for increased contributions of conservation and sustainable management of forests 
to climate change mitigation and adaptation, and for streamlining and scaling up of financ-
ing mechanisms necessary to achieve this.    

 

SHOWCASE 

FORESTS 

13:30-16:00 

 

With COP 22 positioned as the COP of “action and solutions”, the showcase segment will 

present initiatives that demonstrate real momentum and progress towards achieving the goals 

of the Paris Agreement. They will include progress made on previous commitments as well 

as new and innovative actions involving state and non-state stakeholders. Given the focus 

and location of the COP, special attention will be given to highlighting advances in Africa, 

including on climate change adaptation, although the broader global story will also be repre-

sented.  

13.30-13.50 Opening 

Speakers 

 High-level Champion 

 Mr Abdeladim LHAFI, High Commissioner for Forests, Morocco 
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 José Graziano da Silva, Director-General, FAO 

 

13.50-14.25 Panel 1 

PROGRESS MADE ON FORESTS 

Description  

Dozens of countries have initiated action on REDD+ readiness as per UNFCCC provisions 
and more than 120 countries have embedded forests in their NDCs. Building on the mo-
mentum from the 2014 Secretary-General’s Climate Summit, the New York Declaration on 
Forests, the Sustainable Development Goals, and UNFCCC COP 21, Forest Action Events 
at COP 22 provide the opportunity to highlight progress made from state and non-state ac-
tors and renewed commitments to this end. Encouraging developments that will be featured 
include countries’ robust commitments to provide global environmental services, the signifi-
cant finance that has been mobilized by donor countries and private sector, the increasing 
engagement by civil society, including Indigenous Peoples and other forest dependent 
communities, and technological innovations to reduce the cost of monitoring implementa-
tion.    

Moderator: Rosa Morales, Director of Climate Change, Government of Peru 

Speakers: 

 Luis Gilberto Murillo, Minister Environment and Sustainable Development, Co-
lombia (Progress in Latin America on the protection of forests and promotion of 
sustainable agricultural production – country experience) TBC 

 Wasantha Dissanayake, Additional Secretary, Environment Policy and Plan-
ning, Ministry of Development and Environment (Mahaweli) (Successes from 
the UN REDD+ partnership in Sri Lanka) 

 Josefina Brana-Varela, WWF (Civil society progress on forest protection and build-
ing partnerships with governments and the private sector through the New York 
Declaration on Forests) 

 Melissa Miners, Director of Sustainable Development, Unilever (Progress on 
corporate sustainability commitments for zero deforestation commodity supply 
chains)  

14.25-15.00  Panel 2 

ADAPTATION AND RESILIENCE OF FORESTS AND SOCIETIES 

Description  

Forests are critical to the resilience, food security and livelihoods of the world’s most vul-
nerable people.  More than a billion people depend directly on forests for their livelihoods, 
and many more rely on the ecosystem services they provide.  This dependence will in-
crease with climate change, and is particularly critical for Africa. Key challenges that will be 
addressed by this panel include how to integrate adaptation and mitigation efforts, how to 
build country and stakeholder capacity to address climate change adaptation and how to 
scale up forest-related adaptation investments. 

Moderator: Isilda Nhantumbo, Senior Researcher, Natural Resources, International 
Institute for Environment and Development 

Speakers: 
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 Almami Dampha, Senior Policy Officer, Rural Economy and Agriculture De-

partment, African Union Commission (Regional cooperation and action on adap-

tation and resilience in Africa) 

 H.E. Abdoulaye Baldé, Minister for Environment and Sustainable Develop-

ment, Senegal (The Great Green Wall of the Sahara and the Sahel Initiative)  

 H.E. Margaret Adata, Forestry Commissioner, Uganda (Implementing the Volun-

tary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and 

Forests) 

 Hindou Oumarou Ibrahim, Co-Chair, International Indigenous Peoples’ Forum 

on Climate Change (Highlighting the value of recognizing land rights and tenure for 

indigenous peoples and forest dwelling communities to achieve resilience and ad-

aptation goals) 

15.00-15.30 Panel 3 

CONCERTED ACTION BY STATE AND NON-STATE STAKE-
HOLDERS FOR EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PARIS 
AGREEMENT 

Description 

NDCs are important milestones for the implementation of the Paris Agreement, but achiev-
ing them will require turning the commitments and plans into concrete action at the national 
level and on the ground. This will require a multi-stakeholder approach, focusing on more 
integrated approaches the agriculture, forestry and other land use sector, restoration of de-
graded landscapes, improved land and forest tenure and combined mitigation and adapta-
tion actions through sustainable forest management.  

Over the last few years, more than 300 private sector companies have announced their in-
tent to eliminate deforestation from their supply chains. Governments play a key role in 
supporting companies’ efforts to ensure success - by implementing policies and regulations 
that create incentives at both ends of the supply, by engaging in public-private partnerships 
and by using targeted development assistance. Civil society has an important role in build-
ing capacities, tracking progress, and disseminating information.  Indigenous peoples and 
local communities provide essential contributions as the rights holders of over 500 million 
hectares of tropical forests - and the managers of an even larger area. 

Moderator: Kimaren Ole Riamit, Indigenous Livelihoods Enhancement Partners 

(ILEPA) TBC  

Speakers: 

 Joel Conklin, Google (The FAO Google Collect Earth Partnership Initiative on new 

technologies for assessing land use and land use change)  

 Harrison Karnwea, Managing Director of the Liberian Forestry Development 
Authority (The Africa Palm Oil Initiative Declaration) 

 Stewart Maginnis, Director of Forest and Climate Change Programme, IUCN 
(The Global Partnership on Forest Landscape Restoration: the Bonn Challenge) 

 Sisil Nurmala Dewi, Partnership for Peatland Restoration Agency (Protection 
and Restoration of Indonesian Peatlands through the Five Year Moratorium on 
Clearing of Peatland) 
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15.30-15.55 Panel 4 

Unlocking Sustainable Financing  

Description 

While significant finance has been committed, more needs to be done to explore new/inno-
vative financing, and ways to support countries to access new financial resources from na-
tional and international sources, such as from the Green Climate Fund – and to build the 
necessary capacity to ensure that these resources are well-deployed. Donors, UN system 
agencies, the private sector, and other actors, can help facilitate the scaling up of forest-
related financing for implementation of country efforts. Regional and sub-regional frame-
works can be useful catalysts for mobilizing countries, sharing knowledge and facilitating 
resource mobilization. 

Moderator: James Close, Director for Climate Change, World Bank 

Speakers: 

 Abderrahim Houmy, Haut-Commissariat aux Eaux et Forêts et à la Lutte Con-
tre la Désertification, Morocco (The new Moroccan initiative on “Strengthened Ac-
tion for forests in the Mediterranean Region and the Sahel in the Context of Climate 
Change”) 

 Victor Kabengele, National REDD+ Focal Point, DR Congo (Accelerating forest 
protection and sustainable development through the Central African Forest Initiative 
(CAFI)) TBC 

 Frank Fass-Metz, BMZ Climate Director (Delivering on donor country financial 
commitments from the Climate Summit and COP 21 and moving toward implemen-
tation) 

 Marco Albani, Director, Tropical Forest Alliance 2020 (The role of private finance 
in accelerating country-level action to protect forests and improve livelihoods) 

15:55-16:00 Closing wrap-up 

 

 

DIALOGUE 

FORESTS 

16.30-18.30 

 

Building on the earlier showcase segment, the dialogue will distill a number of challenges, 
address questions raised, and facilitate a multi-stakeholder discussion among invited state 
and non-state actors on the path forward. The dialogue will focus on identifying solutions 
and new approaches and policy options that can help overcome challenges and advance 
further, based, among others, on lessons learned from initiatives generated through the cli-
mate action agenda. Each theme will be framed by an expert on the topic who will provide 
a five minute introduction, highlighting key challenges and issues. This will be followed by a 
facilitated dialogue with participants guided by questions on a particular theme. Cross-cut-
ting issues including gender and poverty eradication will be included in the themes as rele-
vant.  
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16.30-16.40 Dialogue Opening 

Forests 

Description 

The moderator for the dialogue will briefly introduce the objectives of the session and the 
rules of the game for the dialogue. 

16.40-17.05 Topic 1 

Scaling up progress on forests 

Description  

Key questions for dialogue: 

 What are key factors for success in the fight against climate change with regard to 
forests? 

 What is needed to catalyze accelerated action in the forest sector in a way that con-
tributes to achieving forest related NDCs, both in terms of mitigation and adapta-
tion? 
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17.05-17.35 Topic 2 

Adaptation and resilience of forests and societies 

Description  

Key questions for dialogue: 

 What more is needed, in concrete action, to increase the resilience of forest eco-
systems and societies, in particular in Africa? 

 What are key factors for successful governance or tenure reforms that contribute 
to combatting climate change, particularly to strengthen resilience and adaptation? 

17.35-17.55 Topic 3 

Integrating forests and other land uses 

Description 

Key questions: 

 How to promote (globally and nationally) more integrated approaches to land-use, 
combining mitigation and adaptation efforts? 

 What are the conditions needed to align state and non-state actors towards more 
ambitious NDCs? 

17.55-18.20 Topic 4 

Broadening and scaling up finance 

Description  

Key questions: 

 What is the role of the financial sector in addressing the drivers of deforestation 
and forest degradation, to achieve the long-term sustainability of the climate re-
gime? 

 How can state and non-state actors work together to scale up finance to support 
countries to meet SDG15 and UNFCCC provisions related to forests and to make 
the shift towards a low carbon development world? 

 How to scale up financing for forest-related adaptation efforts, especially in Africa? 

18.20 – 18.30 Closing 

 


