General Adaptation Measures














	Possible Adaptation Measures
	For each possible adaptation measure:
	Sectors

	
	What is our capacity in this regard – in general and for vulnerable regions and groups?

A=adequate   
I= inadequate     

D= developing  
N = not in place
	How can this measure be implemented or upgraded?
	

	Legislative or Regulatory

· Policy development for a coordinated body to organize adaptation responses.

· Integrated assessments of environmental, economic and health impacts of climate change.

· Integrated assessments of environmental, economic and health impacts of climate change mitigation and adaptation measures.

· Incorporate adaptation measures into long-term policies and action plans.

· Cost sharing mechanisms for compensation and adaptation initiatives.

· Coordinated responses through whole of government approach.

· More prominence given to health impacts in generic responses.

· Coordinated funding allocation to assess and implement appropriate adaptations.

· Development of a long-term approach to reducing the risks of climate change (including bipartisan support)
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	Capacity
	Implementation
	Sectors

	Public Education and Communication

· Increase awareness of links between climate change and health.

· Increase awareness of adaptation.

· Education programmes targeted specifically for vulnerable groups. 

· Web resources – need development and populated with appropriate information.
· Establishment of a central coordinated government sanctioned information source.
	
	
	
	

	Surveillance and Monitoring

· Monitoring of climate parameters.

· Monitoring of health impacts.

· Monitoring of population changes. 

· Monitor early impacts of health changes around the world.
· Monitor adaptations and technologies being implemented elsewhere and assess for relevance 


	
	 
	
	

	Ecosystem Intervention
· Conservation and biodiversity measures.
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	Capacity
	Implementation
	Sectors

	Infrastructure Development

· General improvements in public health infrastructure and resources.

· Long term assessment of infrastructure needs.

· Financial consideration of the long-term economic impacts of infrastructure spending due to climate change.
· Establish methods of cost-sharing where economic burdens are high.
	
	
	
	

	Technological or Engineering
· Solutions to withstand new climate parameters.

· Solutions to prevent or reduce risk of health impacts from climate change.

· Solutions to improve access and affordability of adaptation measures.
	
	
	
	

	Health Intervention

· Improved medical access for remote communities and vulnerable groups.

· Improved education and awareness of health professionals of links between health and climate.
· Understanding of the risk for the emergence of new, unfamiliar diseases and health impacts.
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	Capacity
	Implementation
	Sectors

	Research/ Information

· Regional assessments – identification of vulnerable groups, areas and infrastructure.

· Regional adaptation plans

· Sustainable adaptation.

· Quantitative assessments where practicable.

· Improved climate projections.

· Understanding the links between climate parameters and health impacts.

· Strong collaboration/communication between health and climate scientists.

· Evidence of effects of climate change that may impact on health. 

· Cost-benefit analysis of adaptation measures.

· Assessment of the affordability of adaptation measures – especially in relation to low income groups.

· Assessment of coincidental costs and benefits to health of adaptation and mitigation.

· Evaluation of adaptation options.
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