HEALTH RISK ASSESSMENT


1.
Consequence Rating

The consequences of potential health impacts are considered in terms of the magnitude of the impact. These include the severity of the health impact, the number of people affected, the duration of the impact and the socio-economic implications. 
	Consequence
	Examples

	Catastrophic
	Large numbers of serious injuries, illnesses or loss of life. 

Severe and widespread disruption to communities.

Long-term inability to deliver essential goods and services.

Severe long-term reductions in quality of life.

Huge economic costs.

	Major
	Small numbers of serious injuries, illnesses or loss of life. 

Significant, widespread disruption to communities.
Significant decline in delivery of essential goods and services.
Significant long-term decline in quality of life.

	Moderate
	Small number of minor injuries or illnesses. 

Significant disruption to some communities.

Significant decline in delivery of essential goods and services.
Significant short-term or minor long-term reduction in quality of life.

	Minor
	Serious near misses or minor injuries

Isolated short-term disruption to some communities.

Isolated but significant reductions in essential goods and services.

Minor reductions in quality of life.

	Insignificant
	Appearance of a threat but no actual harm.
Very minor disruption to small section of community.

Isolated, minor reduction in delivery of essential goods and services.

Insignificant impacts on quality of life.


2.
Likelihood Rating

Gives an estimate of the likelihood that a risk will occur, if the climate change scenario occurs  

	Likelihood
	Description

	Almost certain
	Is expected to occur in most circumstances

	Likely
	Will probably occur in most circumstances.

	Possible
	Might occur at some time.

	Unlikely
	Could occur at some time.

	Rare
	May occur only in exceptional circumstances.


3.
Risk Priority Levels

Results from consequence and likelihood assessments are entered into the risk priority matrix.  

	Likelihood
	Consequences

	
	Insignificant
	Minor
	Moderate
	Major
	Catastrophic

	Almost Certain
	Medium
	Medium
	High
	Extreme
	Extreme

	Likely
	Low
	Medium
	High
	High
	Extreme

	Possible
	Low
	Medium
	Medium
	High
	High

	Unlikely
	Low
	Low
	Medium
	Medium
	Medium

	Rare
	Low
	Low
	Low
	Low
	Medium


Consequence x Likelihood = Risk Priority Level








