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Background 
 

At SBI 25, Parties endorsed the work programme of the CGE for 2007 and in particular the 
workshop on exchange of experiences and good practices among non-Annex I Parties in preparing 
national communications and on cross-cutting issues.  The workshop aims: 

 
1. To improve the process of preparing national communications through exchange of good 

practices among experts in areas such as establishing a system for managing the preparation of 
national communications, promoting South-South cooperation, national communications in the context 
of national development planning and building capacity to ensure continuity of work on national 
communications; 

 
2. To train experts from non-Annex I Parties on how to report information under the section 

“other information considered relevant to the achievement of the objective of the Convention” in the 
national communications using the template prepared by the CGE. 

 
Day 1  

 
Registration  8:30 – 9:00 

Exchange of experiences and good practices among non-Annex I Parties  
in preparing national communications 

Opening  9:00 – 9:30 
  

Chairperson: Dr. El-Sayed Sabry Mansour, UNFCCC Focal Point, Egypt  
  

Opening remarks 
Dr. El-Sayed Sabry Mansour, UNFCCC Focal Point, Egypt 

 Ms. Lilian Portillo, Chairperson, CGE 
 Ms. June Budhooram, UNFCCC secretariat 

 

  
Welcome remarks 
 
             H.E. Eng. Maged Geourge   

Minister of State for Environmental Affairs 

 

  
Coffee/Tea Break 9:30 – 9:45 

  
The national communications process: status and trends 9:45 – 10:00 
Presenter: Mr. Yolando Velasco (UNFCCC secretariat)  

 
This session will provide an overview of the role of national communications 

in UNFCCC and the trends in the preparations and submissions of national 
communications by non-Annex I Parties.  In particular, discussions will focus on 
technical capacities needed to complete quality national communications in a timely 
manner. 
 

 



 
 

 

Managing the national communications process 10:00 – 10:20 
Presenter: Mr. Yamil Bonduki (UNDP/NCSP)   

 
This session will elaborate the process of managing the preparation of 

national communications such as collation of information from different 
institutions by experts, peer-review and establishing/updating databases, e.g. 
GHG inventories, V&A and mitigation assessments and technology needs. 
 

 

Questions and Answers 10:20 – 10:30 
  
Sustainability of the national communication process 10:30 – 12:15 
Chairperson: Ms. Marina Shvangiradze (Georgia)  
  
Analysis of good practices contained national communications 10:30 – 10:50 
Presenter: Mr. Jack Fitzgerald (CGE member)  

 
This session will identify good practices in building and/or sustaining 

institutions and experts to ensure the continuity of the process of preparing national 
communications.  The group discussions will focus on the different approaches that 
developing countries have adopted or may adopt to identify and involve key 
institutions and agencies in preparing national communications on the basis of their 
comparative strengths and mandates, and to develop and retain expertise.  

 

  
Country experience:  Opportunities and challenges in engaging other key agencies 
and institutions in preparing national communications  

10:50 – 11:10 

Presenter: Ms. Magdalena Preve (Uruguay) 
 

 

Country experience: Building and sustaining capacities to prepare  
national communications  

11:10 – 11:30 

Presenter: Mr. Jaekyu Lim (Republic of Korea/CGE member)   
  
Question and Answers 11:30 – 12:15 
  
Facilitator reflection on all three presentations drawing out themes and key issues 12:15 – 12:25 
  
Outline of the logistics for the afternoon small group sessions 12:25 – 12:30 
  
Lunch Break 12:30 – 13:30 
  
Institution and capacity building a key to sustainability 13:30 – 16:30 
Chairperson: Ms. Lilian Portillo (CGE Chair)  

 
The objective of this session is to identify good practices in building and/or 

sustaining institutions and experts to ensure the continuity of the process of preparing 
national communications.  The group discussions will focus on the different 
approaches that developing countries may adopt to involve institutions and agencies 
in preparing national communications and to develop and retain expertise. 

 

  
Session One 13:30 – 15:00 
Focus Questions: 
In regards to preparation of national communications: 

 

 



1. Do you agree that the practices and processes discussed earlier contribute 
importantly to the quality and sustainability of the national communications 
process?  If not, why not? 

2. Are there other practices and processes that you would suggest? 
3. Which of these practices and processes are you implementing in your country? 

 
Afternoon coffee 15:00 – 15:15 
  
Session Two 15:15 – 16:15 
Focus Questions: 
In regards to preparation of national communications: 
 
    1. What has gone well and why? 
    2. What barriers and constraints did you encounter? 

 

  
Plenary and summary of first day 16:15 – 16:30 
  
The reports by Rapporteur from each group outline key lessons-learned, issues and 
recommendations identified during the small group discussions.   
 
Reflection by the facilitator of key points 

 

 
Day 2 

 
Day 1 Reflection – feedback on issues to address during days 2 & 3 8:30 – 8:45 
  
Strengthening south-south cooperation 8:45 – 11:30 
Chairperson:  Mr. Espen Ronneberg (Marshall Islands)  
  
This session will identify areas for experts and institutions from developing countries 
to share expertise and resources in areas such as GHG inventories, mitigation 
assessments and V&A either through bilateral means or regional collaboration.   
 

 

Case study 1: Joint efforts to develop climate change scenarios in the Caribbean 
using a regional climate model 

8:45 – 9:05 

Presenter: Mr. Abel Centella (Cuba)  
  
Case study 2: Philippine experience in training experts in Cambodia  9:05 – 9:25 
Presenter: Ms. Joyceline Goco (Philippines)  
  
Questions and Answers 9:25 – 9:45 
  
Coffee 9:45 – 10:00 
  
Discussion session 10:00 – 11:00 
  

 Small group discussion session to focus on lessons learned from south-south  
cooperation.  The following are the intended outcomes of the session: 

1. Provide listing of south-south cooperation examples & how these examples   
were undertaken 

2. Discuss barriers and opportunities for cooperation 
3. Identification of emerging trends 

 

 



Plenary and summary 11:00-11:30 
 
The reports by Rapporteur from each group outlining key lessons-learned, issues and 
barriers and recommendations identified during the small group discussions.   
 
Reflection by the facilitator of key points 

 

  
National communication and socio-economic planning process 11:30-12:30 
Chairperson: Mr. George Manful (UNEP/CGE member)  
  
Country experience: Integrating national communications into national policies 11:30 – 11:55 
Presenter: Mr. Joseph Konno  (Federated States of Micronesia)  
  
Impacts of national communications in the process of integrating climate change into 
national development programmes  

11:55 – 12:05 

Presenter: Mr. Yamil Bonduki (UNDP/NCSP)   
  
Panel reaction from selected participants followed by plenary discussions. 
 
The participants will exchange views on how to strengthen linkages between the 
national communication process with the development and/or review and update of 
national development plans.  In particular, the discussion will focus on areas and 
processes for linking national communications in the national development planning 
process.   
 

12:05 – 12:30 

  
Lunch 12:30 – 13:30 
  
Reflection on the key issues that have been drawn out from the workshop.   
 

13:30 – 13:45 

Reporting of  “other information considered relevant to the achievement 
of the objective of the Convention” 

 

 

Chairperson: Mr. Mohammad Soltanieh (Iran)  
  
Overview of the CGE template on cross-cutting issues 13:45 – 16:05 
Presenter: Mr. Luis Paz (CGE member)   
  
Technology transfer in the context of national communications 14:05 – 14:25 
Presenter: Mr. Taka Hiraishi (CGE/EGTT member)  
  
National Adaptation Programme of Action and national communications 14:25 –14:45 
Presenter: Mr. Benjamin Karmohr (LEG Member)  
  
Questions and Answers 14:45 –15:15 
  
Coffee 15:15 –15:30 
  
Country experience: Lessons learned in the application of template on  
cross-cutting themes in national communications  

15:30 –15:50 

Presenter:  Ms. Ermira Fida (Albania)  
 
Albania have applied the template and will share their experience on its effectiveness 
and provide suggestions on how to further improve the reporting of information on 

 



cross-cutting issues in national communications.   
  
Questions and Answers 15:50 –16:15 
  
Facilitators reflection 16:15 –16:30 
 

Day 3 
 

Workshop on the applications of the template on cross-cutting issues 9:00 –10:30 
Chairperson: Mr. Mohammad Reazuddin (Bangladesh)  
  
Re-cap of the template and outline for the day 9:00 –9:15 
  
Explanation of process by facilitator 9:15 –9:30 
 
Enlarged tables of the template on cross-cutting themes will be made available to the 
small groups. Each group will focus on one table. Then each group moves to the next 
table where they read the ideas and add additional ones.  The cycle continues until all 
groups have been in all locations.  Participants then take a Gallery Walk to read all 
the posted ideas.  A gallery walk is when one group member stands by the group’s 
chart to act as an expert while participants walk around the room, read the charts and 
ask questions about the information presented.  When group members complete their 
tour, they can take the place of the group members acting as experts to ensure that 
everyone has the opportunity to see every chart.  
 

 

First carousel session 9:30 –10:45 
  
Coffee 10:45 –11:00 
  
Second session 11:00 –12:30 
 
The objectives of this session include: 

 
1)    To go through the exercise of identifying the information needs, the process 

of acquiring the information and format for presentation of information 
using the template on cross-cutting issues.    

 
2)    To draw out from the participants their experiences and/or expectations on 

the use of the template on cross-cutting issues and exchange views on the 
range of technical information that may be included under the section 
“other information considered relevant to the achievement of the objective 
of the Convention”. 

 
Required competencies: 
 
Participants should be able to understand the contents of the templates and to 
understand the skill requirements and work programme and what type of information 
can be collected 
 

 

  
Workshop summary and evaluation 12:30–13:00 
 
Facilitator reflection  

 



Panel discussion on key outcomes from the workshop. 
 
Workshop closing session 13:00–13:30 
Closing remarks 
 

Dr. El-Sayed Sabry Mansour, UNFCCC Focal Point, Egypt 
Ms. Lilian Portillo, Chairperson, CGE 
Ms. June Budhooram, UNFCCC secretariat 
 

 

 
- - - - -  

 


