Report by Belgium for the calculation of the assigned amount

pursuant to Decision 13/CMP.1

December 2006

PART ONE

1.  Time series 

The complete time series of the Belgian inventory of anthropogenic emissions by sources and removals by sinks of greenhouse gases not controlled by the Montreal Protocol was previously submitted to the secretariat. The national greenhouse gas inventory to be used for the purpose of this report consists of the 2006 submission by Belgium (15 April), updated and migrated to the CRF Reporter application (see relevant submissions delivered to the secretariat on 22 November and 22 December 2006).

2. Base year  for F-gases

Belgium has selected 1995 as its base year for hydrofluorocarbons, perfluorocarbons and sulphur hexafluoride, for the purpose of  determining its assigned amount.

3. Assigned amount calculation

The proposal of Belgium for its emission level in terms of tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent pursuant to Article 3 of Decision 2002/358/EC
 and Article 3(7) and (8) of the Kyoto Protocol, following the establishment of definitive base-year emission figures and on the basis of the quantified emission limitation or reduction commitments set out in Annex II to Decision 2002/358/EC and the Kyoto Protocol, taking into account the methodologies for estimating anthropogenic emissions by sources and removals by sinks referred to in Article 5(2) of the Kyoto Protocol and the modalities for the calculation of assigned amount pursuant to Article 3(7) and (8) of the Kyoto Protocol, is presented below :

Base year emissions : 146 890 526 tonne CO2 equivalent

Assigned amount : 679 368 682 tonne CO2 equivalent

NB: In 1990 the LULUCF sector in Belgium was a net sink of 1431.14 Gg CO2.y-1. Consequently, according the Article 3.7 of the Kyoto Protocol, Belgium does not take into account the LULUCF sector to calculate the Assigned Amount.

PART TWO

4. Commitment period reserve

(a) The commitment period reserve as 90 per cent of its proposed assigned amount or 100 per cent of five times its most recently reviewed inventory, whichever is the lowest;
The commitment period reserve, corresponding to 90 per cent of the proposed assigned amount is : 611 431 813 tonne CO2 equivalent

5. Selected values for forest inventories

Belgium decides to adopt the following forest definition for use in accounting for its activities under Article 3.3 and 3.4 of the Kyoto Protocol :

Minimum tree crown cover: 20 %
Minimum land area : 0.5 ha
Minimum height at maturity: 5 m

These choices allow to use the result of the actual and projected regional forest inventories (Wallonia and Flanders) to calculate the C stock of different pools (biomass, dead organic matters and mineral soil). This definition is fully consistent with the official FAO definition and is already reported in the 2005 Forest Resource Assessment (FRA 2005).

6. Election of activities under art. 3.4. 

Belgium does not elect grasland and cropland management under Article 3.4 for inclusion in its accounting for the first commitment period.

Belgium does not  elect any activities under Article 3.4. for inclusion in its accounting for the first commitment period.
7. Reporting on art 3.3 and 3.4. 

Belgium intends to account for the entire commitment period for all  its activities under Article 3(3) of the Kyoto Protocol.

8. National system

The description of the belgian national system is provided in annex.
9. National Registry 

(a) The name and contact information of the registry administrator designated by the Party to maintain the national registry

	Registry administrator

	Name
	Service Public Fédéral de la Santé Publique, Sécurité de la Chaîne Alimentaire et Environnement

	Point of contact
	The registry administrator

	Address
	Directorat-General Environment

Climate Change Division

Eurostation – blok 2 

Victor Hortaplein 40 - bus 17 

	City
	Brussels

	Postcode
	1060

	Country 
	Belgium

	Telephone number 
	+32 2 254 95 35

	Mobile Number
	+32 473 33 83 94

	Facsimile number
	+32 2 524 96 32

	E-mail (1)
	marco.sereno@health.fgov.be

	E-mail helpdesk
	climateregistry@health.fgov.be


(b) The names of the other Parties with which the Party cooperates by maintaining their national registries in a consolidated system

Under the EU ETS Belgium is cooperating with Luxemburg to maintain their registry on the same hardware environment as the Belgian registry. However these registries are operating independently. This cooperation agreement might be extended towards the first commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol.

(c) A description of the database structure and capacity of the national registry

The Belgian registry is operating in accordance with the European Commission Regulation (EC) No 2216/2004 of 21 December 2004 for a standardised and secured system of registries pursuant to Directive 2003/87/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council and Decision No 280/2004/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council. 

(d) A description of how the national registry conforms to the technical standards for data exchange between registry systems for the purpose of ensuring the accurate, transparent and efficient exchange of data between national registries, the clean development mechanism registry and the transaction log (decision 19/CP.7, paragraph 1)12

The Belgian registry is operating in accordance with the European Commission Regulation (EC) No 2216/2004 of 21 December 2004 for a standardised and secured system of registries pursuant to Directive 2003/87/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council and Decision No 280/2004/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council. 

(e) A description of the procedures employed in the national registry to minimize discrepancies in the issuance, transfer, acquisition, cancellation and retirement of ERUs, CERs, tCERs, lCERs, AAUs and/or RMUs, and replacement of tCERS and lCERs, and of the steps taken to terminate transactions where a discrepancy is notified and to correct problems in the event of a failure to terminate the transactions

The Belgian registry is operating in accordance with the European Commission Regulation (EC) No 2216/2004 of 21 December 2004 for a standardised and secured system of registries pursuant to Directive 2003/87/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council and Decision No 280/2004/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council. Please refer to the reconciliation process described in this regulation for more details on the procedures employed to minimize discrepancies.

(f) An overview of security measures employed in the national registry to prevent unauthorized manipulations and to prevent operator error and of how these measures are kept up to date

Please refer to annex XV of the European Commission Regulation (EC) No 2216/2004 of 21 December 2004 for a standardised and secured system of registries pursuant to Directive 2003/87/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council and Decision No 280/2004/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council. 

(g) A list of the information publicly accessible by means of the user interface to the national registry

The information which will be publically accessible by means of the user interface to the national registry is described under annex XVI of the European Commission Regulation (EC) No 2216/2004 of 21 December 2004 for a standardised and secured system of registries pursuant to Directive 2003/87/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council and Decision No 280/2004/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council. 

(h) The Internet address of the interface to its national registry

The registry can be accessed at the following address: https://www.climateregistry.be

(i) A description of measures taken to safeguard, maintain and recover data in order to ensure the integrity of data storage and the recovery of registry services in the event of a disaster

The registry is operated in a confined, secured and fireproof environment. The hardware architecture consists of two redundant web application servers, two redundant DB SQL servers and one hot spare DB SQL server which are located in different physical sites. Please refer to the scheme below for more details:
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An incremental back-up of the entire database is taken on a daily basis, a full back-up of the system is taken on a weekly basis. The back-ups are kept in a secured and different environment from the registry production environment.

(j) The results of any test procedures that might be available or developed with the aim of testing the performance, procedures and security measures of the national registry undertaken pursuant to the provisions of decision 19/CP.7 relating to the technical standards for data exchange between registry systems.

The results of these test procedures are not available yet.

ANNEX : National Inventory System

� COUNCIL DECISION of 25 April 2002 concerning the approval, on behalf of the European Community, of the Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and the joint fulfilment of commitments thereunder
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