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3.1.3 Socioeconomic scenarios  

Developing Socioeconomic Scenarios: Downscaling from the Special Report on Emissions 
Scenarios and Using Proxy Variables/Indicators  
Description The UNDP Handbook provides approaches to developing scenarios of the future, both without 

climate change and with climate change and adaptation. The first part of the guidance is 
consistent with the IPCC’s Special Report on Emissions Scenarios: development of qualitative 
“storylines” of the future and selection of proxy values to represent important elements of 
socioeconomic conditions, all supplemented by research and quantitative data, as appropriate. 
The second part of the guidance demonstrates an approach to sectoral scenarios by using 
quantitative indicators to calculate food security. Moreover, the guidance recommends a 
stakeholder involvement process. 

Appropriate Use The guidance can be used in analyses of v ulnerability and adaptation to climate change at local, 
sectoral, regional, and national scales. Thus, the scenarios can contribute to developing 
countries’ National Communications, National Adaptation Programmes of Action (NAPAs), 
and grant proposals to, e.g., the Global Environment Facility (GEF). 

Scope Local, sectoral, regional, and national. 
Key Output  A qualitative or qualitative and quantitative description of the social and economic 

characteristics of a sector or geographical location as they exist currently and may evolve in the 
future. The descriptions are focused on key variables, called proxy values, that summarize or 
otherwise simplify relevant information. 

Key Input  Qualitative and/or quantitative information on the sector or region of interest. 
Ease of Use Depends on complexity of data gathering and analytic techniques chosen — from rigorous 

stakeholder input and other qualitative methods to complex, model-based techniques. 
Training Required No training required, unless unfamiliar models are chosen for use. 
Training Available No formal training currently offered. 
Computer 
Requirements 

None, unless project teams choose computer-based methods. 

Documentation Developing Socioeconomic Scenarios: For Use in Vulnerability and Adaptation Assessme nts. 
May 2001. Available at  
http://www.undp.org/cc/pdf/documents/UNDP socioec scenario_May.pdf. 

Applications Has been piloted in several countries; will be used in conjunction with the UNDP’s Adaptation 
Policy Framework to develop adaptation strategies, policies, and measures (see APF summary 
table in Chapter 2). 

Contacts for 
Framework, 
Documentation, 
Technical 
Assistance 

Bo Lim, Chief Technical Advisor, National Communications Support Programme, UNDP-
GEF, Room 1607, 304 East 45th St, NY, NY 10017, USA;  
Tel: 1.212.906.5730; Fax: 1.212.906.6568; e-mail: bo.lim@undp.org. 

Cost No cost. 
References See Documentation above and APF summary table in Chapter 2. 
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