
 

 

 

Aid agencies seek action on forced displacement due to climate change  
 
Bonn, Germany (PANA) - As the United Nations climate change talks entered its second week here, 
a group of UN and non-UN aid agencies has joined forces in calling for the humanitarian impacts 
of climate change to be addressed in the global climate deal to be clinched in December. 
 
The concern follows the alarming report that more than 20 million people were displaced by 
climate-related-onset natural disasters in 2008 alone, and that climate change is expected to 
dramatically affect patterns of migration and population movement. 
 
“For the first time, we have a solid indication of the scale of forced displacem ent as a result of 
sudden-onset natural disasters in the context of climate change,” Norwegian Refugee Council’s 
(NRC) secretary general Elisabeth Rasmusson told reporters at the climate change talks being 
attended by over more than 4,000 participants. 
 
A new study by the NRC's Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre and the Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said the total number of people affected by 
disasters had risen sharply over the past decade, with an average of 211 million people directly 
affected each year, nearly five times the number a ffected by conflict in the same period. 
 
The study warns that in addition to those who will suffer direct humanitarian im pacts of disasters, 
an even greater number of people will be affected by structu r al and long-term adverse 
consequences of climate change, including effects on pub lic health, food security, water 
availability and livelihoods. 
 
The situation is worrying in that extreme and slow-onset climate events such as floods, storms, 
droughts, rising sea levels and desertification are impacting mor e and more people each year, 
adversely affecting human lives and livelihoods in m any communities. 
 
The 18 organizations of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) are calling f or the next 
agreement on climate change to be agreed in Copenhagen, Denmark in D e cember to take the 
humanitarian perspective into account. 
 
They argue that the Copenhagen agreement presents a rare opportunity to shape an d guide the 
international response to the humanitarian consequences of climate c h ange over the next 
decade. 
 
IASC said there had been a doubling of the number of recorded disasters from abo ut 200 to over 
400 per year over the past two decades, and that seven out of eve r y 10 disasters recorded were 
now climate-related. 
 
The UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) gathering in Germany is the 
second in a series of five major UN negotiating sessions this year leading u p to the UN Climate 
Change conference in Copenhagen in December. 
 
For the first time, a draft text has been tabled that will form the basis of the final agreement to be 
negotiated by December 2009, when nations gather in Copenhagen.  
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