
 
 
 
 

 
 
Climate Change: African agriculture at risk due to hotter weather conditions  
 
Bonn, Germany (PANA) - A new study has found that by 2050, hotter conditions, co upled with shifting rainfall patterns could make 
anywhere from 500,000 to one mi l lion square kilometres of marginal African farmland no longer able to support a s ubsistence 
level of food crops. 
 
The study found that even in situations where climate change is moderated somewh at by global reductions in carbon emissions, 
a large number of farmers most like l y will still face a considerable deterioration in growing conditions. 
 
The release of the study by researchers from the Nairobi-based International Liv estock Research Institute (ILRI) and the United 
Kingdom�s Waen Associates coinci d ed with a climate change meeting currently taking place in Bonn, Germany, in whi c h 
experts from around the world will consider how a new global accord on climate 
 
change can also offer adaptation strategies for the rural poor. 
 
For the first time, negotiators in Bonn are debating the draft text of a global deal for tackling climate action. 
 
The new global climate agreement that is due to be finalised at the Copenhagen c limate conference in Denmark in December is 
seen as the world's last chance to p r event the dangerous, perhaps even catastrophic, levels of climate change. 
 
The study, however, says the land, on which some 20 to 35 million people current ly live, may still support livestock and that 
boosting livestock production can b e an attractive alternative for millions of poor farmers across Africa who in th e coming 
decades could find that climate change has rendered their land unsuitabl e for crop cultivation yet still viable for raising animals. 
 
�Livestock, particularly animals that are known to be tolerant of heat and droug ht can survive in conditions that are far more 
severe than what crops can tolera t e. Livestock can provide poor households with a buffer against the risk of clima t e change and 
allow them to take advantage of the increasing demand for animal pr o ducts in Africa,� Philip Thornton, an ILRI scientist and one 
of the paper�s co-a u thors, said. 
 
The researchers warn that if reliable growing periods drop below 90 days in some areas, maize cultivation already marginal, will 
basically no longer be possible as a normal agricultural activity, noting that in some places, rain could become so scare that even 
drought-tolerant crops such as millet will be difficult to gr o w. 
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