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Draft conclusions proposed by the Co-Chairs 

 
 

1. The Ad Hoc Working Group on the Paris Agreement (APA) welcomed the entry into 
force of the Paris Agreement on 4 November 2016, noting that this demonstrates the 
commitment of Parties to strengthening the global response to climate change, and 
encouraged those Parties that have not yet ratified, accepted or approved the Paris Agreement 
to do so as soon as possible. The APA agreed that following the entry into force of the Paris 
Agreement, no further work is required under its agenda sub-item 8(a), “Preparing for the 
entry into force of the Paris Agreement”.  

2. The APA noted that, in accordance with Article 16, paragraph 6, of the Paris 
Agreement, the first session of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the 
Parties to the Paris Agreement (CMA) is due to open on Tuesday, 15 November 2016. The 
APA emphasized that it stands ready to implement any further guidance on its future work 
that may be received from the Conference of the Parties (COP). 

3. Under its agenda sub-item 8(b), “Preparing for the convening of the first session of 
the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Paris Agreement”, 
the APA considered the rules of procedure of the CMA and recommended to the CMA, 
through the COP, a draft decision on this matter for its consideration and adoption (for the 
text of the draft decision, see document FCCC/APA/2016/L.X/Add.X).  

4. The APA noted that, at this session, it has been possible to progress work on all 
substantive agenda items. But much remains to be done and, in the light of the entry into 
force of the Paris Agreement, the APA affirms its commitment to working diligently and 
expeditiously to fulfil its mandate as soon as possible. The APA emphasized the need to 
progress on all items in a coherent and balanced manner, and to ensure a coordinated 
approach with regard to related matters considered under the Subsidiary Body for 
Implementation and the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice.   

5. The APA reiterated its commitment to continuing to work in an inclusive, transparent 
and efficient manner. To that end, it agreed to apply at its [second] [resumed first] session 
(May 2017) the modalities for the organization of its work that were adopted by the APA at 
the first part of its first session1 (May 2016).  

6. The APA welcomed the submissions made by Parties2 and non-Party stakeholders3 
for this session and took note of the information documents prepared for the session.4 

  

                                                           
 1 FCCC/APA/2016/2, paragraph 21. 
 2 Available at <http://unfccc.int/5900>. 
 3 Available at <http://unfccc.int/7478>. 
 4 FCCC/APA/2016/INF.1 and Add.1 and 2, FCCC/APA/2016/INF.2 and Add.1 and 2, 

FCCC/APA/2016/INF.3 and Add.1 and 2, and FCCC/APA/2016/INF.4 and Add.1 and 2.  
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Further work required on individual items  

7. With respect to agenda item 3, the APA … 

8. With respect to agenda item 4, the APA … 

9. With respect to agenda item 5, the APA … 

10. With respect to agenda item 6, the APA … 

11. With respect to agenda item 7, the APA … 

12. With respect to agenda item 8, the APA … 

13. The APA noted the progress made on all substantive items on the APA agenda as 
reflected in the informal notes prepared, under their own responsibility, by the co-facilitators 
of the informal consultations on those items.5 It agreed that the notes will help advance the 
work of the APA at its next session.6  

14. The APA also noted that the APA Co-Chairs intend to release their informal 
reflections note with an overview of the outcomes of this session, based on the views and 
ideas that Parties put forward at and through submissions for this session. The note will aim 
to advance common understanding of the scope of issues to be resolved under each agenda 
item, and, where possible, identify broad options for fulfilling the APA's mandated work, 
without prejudice to options Parties may identify in the future. 

15. The APA took note of the estimated budgetary implications of the activities to be 
undertaken by the secretariat pursuant to the provisions contained in paragraph[s] x, x, x and 
x above.  

16. The APA requested that the actions of the secretariat called for in these conclusions 
be undertaken subject to the availability of financial resources.  

  

                                                           
 5  The notes prepared by the co-facilitators attempt to informally capture the views expressed by some 

Parties to date on the respective agenda items and they do not necessarily reflect the views of all 
Parties. The notes are not intended to prejudge further work that Parties may wish to undertake or to 
prevent Parties from expressing other views they may have in the future. The views presented in the 
notes are not in any order of importance and they do not signify any consensus among Parties or 
imply the basis for any future negotiations.  

 6 Available at <http://unfccc.int/meetings/marrakech_nov_2016/items/9974.php>. 
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Rules of procedure of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Paris 
Agreement  
 
Draft conclusions proposed by the Co-Chairs 
 
Addendum 
 
Recommendation of the Ad Hoc Working Group on the Paris Agreement 
 

The Ad Hoc Working Group on the Paris Agreement, at the second part of its resumed first session, 
recommended the following draft decision for consideration and adoption by the Conference of the Parties at 
its twenty-second session: 
 
 
 

Draft decision -/CP.22 
 
Rules of procedure of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Paris Agreement 
 
The Conference of the Parties,  
 
Taking note of Articles 16 and 18 of the Paris Agreement, 
 
Also taking note of decision 1/CP.21, paragraph 8,   
 
Having considered the relevant recommendations of the Ad Hoc Working Group on the Paris Agreement at 
the second part of its resumed first session, 
 

Recommends that the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Paris 
Agreement, at its first session, adopt the draft decision contained in the annex.   

 
 

Annex 
 

Draft decision -/CMA.1 
 
Rules of procedure of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Paris Agreement 
 

 
The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Paris Agreement,  
 
Recalling Articles 16 and 18 of the Paris Agreement,  
 

Decides that when applying the draft rules of procedure of the Conference of the Parties,7 pursuant to 
Article 16, paragraph 5, of the Paris Agreement, it should be understood that: 
 

(a) With respect to draft rules 22–26, the term of office of any replacement officer elected by and 
from among Parties to the Paris Agreement in accordance with Article 16, paragraph 3, and Article 18, 
paragraph 3, of the Paris Agreement would expire at the same time as that of the officer being replaced;  

 

                                                           
7  See document FCCC/CP/1996/2. 
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(b)  With respect to draft rules 17–21:  
 
(i) The credentials of representatives of Parties to the Paris Agreement would apply to 

their representatives participating in sessions of the Conference of the Parties and 
the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Paris 
Agreement;   

(ii) A single report on credentials would be submitted for approval, following 
established procedures, by the Bureau of the Conference of the Parties to the 
Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Paris 
Agreement;  

 
(c)  With respect to draft rules 6 and 7:  
 

(i) Organizations admitted as observers to previous sessions of the Conference of the 
Parties would be admitted to the first session of the Conference of the Parties 
serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Paris Agreement;   

(ii) A single process would be used for the admission of observer organizations to 
sessions of the Conference of the Parties and the Conference of the Parties serving 
as the meeting of the Parties to the Paris Agreement, with decisions on the 
admission of observer organizations being taken by the Conference of the Parties.  

 
 

    
 


