
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PRESS RELEASE 
 
For November 15th, 2016 
 
Historic moment generates momentum for shift to 100% Renewable Energy  

 
For Immediate Release 
November 15, 2016 - Marrakech, Morocco: In a first, fourty seven governments forming the 
Climate Vulnerable Forum (CVF) along with cities business and civil society gathered to pioneer 
the shift to 100% renewable energy. The Moroccan Presidency of the 22nd Conference of the 
Parties to the UNFCCC and CVF hosted a high-level meeting discussing the economic benefits 
and the moral imperative of a just transition to 100% renewable energy to limit global warming 
to 1.5C degrees (above pre-industrial levels). Supported by the United Nations Development 
Program and the UN Sustainable Energy for All these discussions involved representatives from 
the governments of Morocco, Ethiopia and Costa Rica, the City of Oslo, the Australian Capital 
Territory Government, Sumba Islands as well as corporations like Mars and IKEA and civil 
society actors such as former President of Ireland Mary Robinson of the Mary Robinson 
Foundation. 
 
Opening the event, COP22 President Salaheddine Mezouar said that switching to renewable 
energy should become part of the sustainable development agenda of all the countries. 
“Renewable energies do not only mitigate our impact on climate change but open the way to 
new models of sustainable development with new investments, new industries and new 
jobs,”Mezouar said. “We should all embrace the opportunities offered by the development of 
renewable energies." 
 
In the history of the climate process, this is an unprecedented gathering of leaders to showcase 
massive support for the 100% renewable energy revolution, a display of intent that is particularly 
due to some uncertainties generated by the recent outcomes of the US elections.  
 
“This is a very strong message we are sending out today,” said Wael Hmaidan Executive 
Director of Climate Action Network, (CAN), a network of 1,100 non-governmental organizations 
that helped facilitate the discussions. “It is clear that we are all heading to a renewable energy 
future, the question is how fast,” Hmaidan said. 
 
 

  



 

 
 
Civil society collaborated intensively to align the influential partners that participated this 
meeting. Participants included: CAN, Hivos, World Future Council, The Stanley Foundation,  
Sierra Club, Greenpeace, Local Governments for Sustainability (ICLEI), Christian Aid, Care, 
Renewable Cities, AVAAZ, Beyond Zero Emissions, IndyAct, RE 100, Climate Group, Climate 
Reality Project, Solutions Project, The Purpose Climate Lab, 350.org, WWF, CARE, and Track 
0.  
 
“Citizens, cities and communities around the world are the ones who pioneer the global 100% 
renewable energy movement – a prerequisite for keeping the world below the 1.5 degrees 
benchmark. They need our full support, especially in times when national elections are won on 
the basis of unacceptable and populistic arguments,” said Stefan Schurig, Director Climate 
Energy of the World Future Council. 
 
Whether it is a rural community, an international business or a global city, getting on track to go 
100% renewable delivers serious benefits across the board. Ditching fossil fuels and going fully 
renewable could save 100,000 lives a year in China, create 470,000 clean jobs in the US and 
save the EU $33billion a year in dirty energy imports. Fortunately, the penny has dropped.  
 
"When you look around the world it's clear that we're on the cusp of a renewable energy 
revolution. Governments, companies and communities everywhere are making leaps and 
bounds towards 100% renewable energy, said Jessy Tolkan, Executive Director, Purpose 
Climate La” 
“We're excited to be able to help showcase this incredible progress at the climate negotiations 
and demonstrate that the there's incredible momentum towards 100% renewable energy and 
keeping the world below 1.5 degrees of warming," Tolkan added. 
 
ICLEI Secretary General Gino Van Begin encourage local governments worldwide to explore 
the feasibility of a 100%RE pathway for their communities, and to report their commitments, 
actions and progress to the carbon Climate Registry 
"Making progress and reporting it will be crucial in order to secure resources and advocate for 
enabling frameworks that support local and subnational action in the low-carbon transition." said  
Van Begin, ICLEI Secretary General – ICLEI is a leading global network of over 1,500 cities, 
towns and regions committed to building  a sustainable future. 
 
Greenpeace arrived to Marrakech after promoting renewable energy across the Arab world 
using using its iconic boat The Raibow Warriror. 
"We are bringing the voices of Arab people to this conference calling for a world powered by 
100% renewable energy. They are just some of the millions around the world who know that this 
is the only way to meet the goals of the Paris Agreement.” said Greenpeace International 
Executive Director Jennifer Morgan. We are the generation who will end fossil fuels.”. 
 
100% renewable energy systems across sectors can help renew manufacturing and revitalise 
careers in an increasingly low carbon global economy, while a wholesale shift to clean, 
decentralised energy from regional to village scale can boost access to electricity, deliver 
security and a improve many key development indicators. 
 
 
 
"Being able to harness power from the wind and the sun is one of the greatest achievements 

https://newclimate.org/2015/03/30/more-climate-change-action-more-co-benefits-analysis-of-the-indcs-for-eu-us-and-china/
https://newclimate.org/2015/03/30/more-climate-change-action-more-co-benefits-analysis-of-the-indcs-for-eu-us-and-china/


 

of human ingenuity.  It's such a fundamentally profound breakthrough that we sometimes fail to 
grasp its potential, said Christian Aid International Climate Lead Mohamed Adow. “The fact that 
it also happens to be our only route out from the climate catastrophe we have made for 
ourselves only adds to its immense value.” 

 
 
 
Place: UNFCCC Side Events Hall E- Arctic Room, Marrakech (Blue Zone – Accreditation Required) 
 
Time and Date: 6:30PM GMT/local time, Tuesday November 15, 2016 
 
Social Media:  
Twitter storm during  
Follow CAN-I Twitter page: https://twitter.com/CANIntl 
Twitter Handle : @CANIntl  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Event is livestreaming on: 
Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/CANInternational 

 
Event hashtags: 
#COP22 #GO100RE #renewablesrising  #1o5 
 
 

Suggested tweets: 
 
Tweet 1 : 
 
High-level event on 100% Renewable Energy for 1,5°C, co-hosted by the COP Presidency & 
Climate Vulnerable Forum (CVF) #COP22 #GO100RE  
 
Tweet 2 : 
 
For the first time leaders from governments, businesses, cities & NGOs are gathering to discuss 
how we push forward on #Go100RE for #1o5C  
 
Tweet 3 :  
 
Wide range of stakeholders sharing their expertise, perspective or analysis to strengthen 
ambitions towards #GO100RE #RenewablesRising  
 
Tweets 4 :  
 

https://twitter.com/CANIntl
https://www.facebook.com/CANInternational


 

Whether you are rural community, an international business or a global city getting on track to 
#Go100RE delivers benefits across the board 
 
Tweet 5 :  
 
Follow CANInternational on Facebook for live streaming of the High level Event on 100% 
Renewable Energy for #1o5 #GO100RE #RenewablesRising 
 

 
For more information, contact: 
Hala Kilani 
Senior Communications Officer campaigns - Climate Action Network 
Email: hkilani@climatenetwork.org 
Tel: +961 3 567928  
Local Phone: +212 6 53 77 86 95 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark Raven 
Communications coordinator 
Email: Markraven00@gmail.com 
Tel: +905414145425 / +447841474125 
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Interviews available with the following spokespeople: 

 

 

Spokesperson Contact details 

Umbu Janji  
Member of 
Parliament and 
Community Leader of 
Sumba Island 

Via mhindriks@hivos.org 

Stefan Schurig  
Director Climate 
Energy 
World Future Council 

stefan.Schurig@worldfuturecouncil.org  

Tzeporah Berman – 
Global Ambassador 

tzeporah@gmail.com 

mailto:Markraven00@gmail.com
mailto:mhindriks@hivos.org
mailto:stefan.Schurig@worldfuturecouncil.org
mailto:tzeporah@gmail.com


 

100%RE Campaign 

Wael Hmaidan – 
Director at Climate 
Action Network 

 

hkilani@climatenetwork.org  

Kaisa Kosonen – 
Global Climate Policy 
Lead 

kaisa.kosonen@greenpeace.org  

Jay Heaman - 
Manager of Strategic 
initiatives or 
Councillor Trevor 
Birtch, Oxford 
County, ON, Canada 
via  

tconte@oxfordcounty.ca 

Councillor Andrea 
Reimer, City of  
 
 
 
 
Vancouver, BC,  
 
 
 
Canada 

p: 604-873-7241 
e: andrea.reimer@vancouver.ca 

Mohamed Adow 
Christian Aid 
International Climate 
Lead 

JWare@christian-aid.org  

Michael Small, 
Executive Director, 
Renewable Cities, 
SFU Centre for 
Dialogue 

sdmichae@sfu.ca 

Yunus Arikan 
Head of Global 
Policy and Advocacy 
ICLEI - Local 
Governments for 
Sustainability 

yunus.arikan@iclei.org 

Ulrich Sumptoh, Lord 
Mayor  

jennifer.bogle@iclei.org; 
claudio.magliulo@iclei.org 

mailto:kaisa.kosonen@greenpeace.org
mailto:tconte@oxfordcounty.ca
mailto:sdmichae@sfu.ca
mailto:jennifer.bogle@iclei.org


 

  

Lan Marie Nguyen 
Berg, Vice Mayor 

daniel.rees@oslo.kommune.no; 
cellphone number +47 9945 2400 

Shane Rattenbury, 
Minister 

Ali Jaques, Alison.Jaques@act.gov.au 
Geoff Virtue, Geoff.Virtue@act.gov.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Intergovernmental partners: 

 

 

 

Civil society partners:  

mailto:daniel.rees@oslo.kommune.no


 

 

 

  

    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

    

 


