
H
ow often have we not woken up
to the sounds of many familiar
birds at mornings in Bangalore?
The red-vented bulbul, the cop-
persmith barbet, the spotted

dove, besides the common myna. All these
birds have adjusted to an evolving Banga-
lore and in spite of the loss of habitat and
tree cover, they have managed to make
their presence felt in the fast changing con-
crete jungle that is our city. 

The red-vented bulbul (Pycnonotus joco-
sus) is a bird commonly found in Asia. It is a
member of the bulbul family and is found
mainly in tropical Asia; from Pakistan and In-
dia through to southeast Asia and China.  

The red-vented bulbul is about seven
inches in length with brown upper parts
and whitish under parts. Its tall pointed
black crest quivers when it calls and the red
face patch gives the bird a striking look. 

Bulbuls feed on fruit, nectar and insects.
The bird’s loud and evocative call is a sharp
sounding kink-a-jooclear and chirpy in the
bright morning air. It perches conspicu-
ously in the mornings when it calls from the
tops of trees. The life span of a bulbul is
more than 11 years and the breeding season
is spread out and peaks from December to
May in southern India. 

The bird builds an untidy platform nest
in a bush; two to three eggs in a clutch and
may breed once or twice a year. What is in-
teresting is that adults may feign injury to
distract potential predators away from the
nest, especially marauding cats. The eggs
have a pale mauve base colour with speck-
les becoming blotches towards the larger
end. These eggs take 12 days to hatch and

both parents make an effort to raise their
young.

Barbets avoid dense forests
The coppersmith barbet or crimson-breast-
ed barbet (Megalaima haemacephala) is a
bird with crimson forehead and neck. The
name barbet refers to the bristles or barbs
fringing its heavy bill. It may sometimes be
simply referred to as the coppersmith. The
most common barbet is found in plains,
foothills and terai upto 200 metres in dry and
moist deciduous biotope. It is entirely arbo-
real, preferring open wooded country and
urban gardens and avoiding dense forest. 

The coppersmith is brightly coloured,
with a black-bordered yellow face with
black eye stripes, red forecrown and throat
patch. It has a stout and dark beak with its
grass green upper parts and yellowish-
green under parts, diffusely streaked with
darker green. What is interesting is that the
sexes are completely alike.The barbet is
somewhat larger than a sparrow, and is a
plump bird, with a short neck and large
head. The truncated tail fans out in a trian-
gular fashion while in flight.

Fond of sunning themselves in the morn-
ing on the bare tops of the branches of tall
trees, barbets usually prefer being solitary
unless there are several eating together on
fruiting ficus trees.

Their call is a loud rather metallic
tuk…tuk…tuk, reminiscent of a copper
sheet being beaten, giving the bird its name.
The beak remains shut during each call, a
patch of bare skin on both sides of the
throat inflates and collapses with each tuk
like a rubber bulb, with much body and

tail shaking. It is not very vocal in the cold
weather and is one of India’s most familiar
sounds in the hot season. It prefers banyan,
peepul and other wild figs, various berries
and the occasional insect.

Spot the dove
The spotted dove, also known as the spot-
ted turtle dove, is another familiar Banga-
lore bird. It is a common and widespread
species found in open woodland, farmland,
but have adapted to Bangalore and the loss
of garden space. This species builds a stick
nest in a tree and lays two white, glossy
eggs. It breeds all year round with nests
commonly found in trees, edges of build-
ings or even on the ground. Spotted doves
eat grass seeds, grain and some vegeta-
tion. These are not particularly gregarious
birds, and are usually alone, or in pairs.

The common myna is a member of the
starling family and we in Bangalore are fa-
miliar with its cheeky call. This bird is native
to Asia from Iran, Egypt and Kazakhstan to
Malaysia and China.

It has however been introduced in many
other parts of the world and its distribution
range is on the increase. It is also known as
the Indian myna or talking myna for its
ability to mimic human speech. What is
enjoyable to watch is the way the bird often
fluffs its feathers and bobs its head while
singing.  They are believed to mate for life. 

They breed through much of the year de-
pending on the location, building their nest
in a hole in a tree or wall. The normal clutch
is four to six eggs.  The common myna is
omnivorous and feeds on insects and fruits
and discarded waste. 
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