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Copenhagen – Some non governmental organizations  from African countries on Wednesday described the barring from entering the Copenhagen conference summit venue at Bella Centre as gross ‘violation of human rights.’
 In a snap survey interviews conducted by The Southern Time it was noted that as from Wednesday, this week, non governmental organizations attending the climate change talks needed a supporting accreditation card to enter the venue.
 Shepard Zvigadza, a Zimbabwean national working for ZERO a regional environmental organization it was disturbing that as most barred NGOs were from Africa – where the effects of climate change were more pronounced - it mean that “their future and lives are being discussed and mapped in their absence.”
 ‘Why heavy police presence on climate debates?  We need to support our presidents and ministers of environment. 
 “Maybe it is high time the presidents make public statements about what is happening to their people outside in the chilly weather,” said.
 On Tuesday Yvo de Boer, executive secretary United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) which is organizing the even admitted to reporters that more than 40 000 delegates had been registered to enter the Bella Centre during the summit period. 
 The carrying capacity of the Bella centre is 15 000 people.
 On Tuesday and Wednesday most people send as long as five hours on the queues in the cold temperatures trying to get access to the conference centre.
 Zvigadza in an email sent from his hotel in central Copenhagen said he had seen police engaging in running battles as they tried to push delegates away from the conference venue.
 Silene Bila from Mozambique said she thought the congestion was deliberate.
 “The restriction is a suppression of our our voices. - We see running battles with police from our hotel windows here and this is pathetic,” she said.  
 Susan Nanduddu from a Ugandan NGO was also upset by the barring of the NGOs adding it was unjustified.
 “A lot of energy, time and financial resources were invested in coming here! 
 “So to be closed outside, in the midst of this cold, with devastating news constantly coming in from the negotiation rooms, is more than double tragedy! 
“Justice is all we need, throughout the whole process including participation,” she said. 
 An international environmental lobby organization Friends of the Earth representatives said in a press release on Wednesday that it had been barred from the UN climate talks
in the Bella Centre in Copenhagen .
 “Every delegate from the international environmental campaign group arrived at the centre this morning to find their badges were no longer valid.

“Friends of the Earth representatives from countries ranging from Nigeria to Japan and Denmark have been taking part in the negotiations over the past two weeks calling for a strong and fair agreement, with rich countries leading the way with emissions cuts of at least 40 per cent by 2020,” said the press release from the oragnisation.

Friends of the Earth was petitioning UN climate secretary Yvo De Boer to protest against the ban and calling for members of the public to add their website.
Friends of the Earth's Executive Director Andy Atkins said: "It is a crisis of democracy when campaigning charities like Friends of the Earth are prevented from speaking up on behalf of communities around the globe within the talks themselves.

"We were stunned to discover that every Friends of the Earth delegate has been banned from attending these crucial talks - if this is a consequence of our role as one of the most prominent groups calling for a strong and fair agreement, this is even more disturbing."

The organization said the action was “draconian measure is completely unjustified - the Copenhagen conference is fast becoming an international shambles."

While there is a heavy police presence in Copenhagen city its not only conference participants who are feeling suppressed, even locals will feel the pinch.
 Øresund Bridge, which links Sweden and Denmark will be ‘temporarily closed for road traffic in the time spans 7.30-8.30 AM and 4.30-5.30 PM,” on Friday during USA President Barrack Obama’s visit to Copenhagen,  according to a posting on the bridges website. ENDS
 
 
