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By Fred Katerere
 
COPENHAGEN ---The least developed countries, most of them on the African continent,  have only managed  to raise US 200 million dollars of the US 2 billion dollars needed to implement national climate adaptation programmes (NAPAS ), Lesotho Prime Minister, Pakalitha Mosisili, who is also representative of the 49 nation member group said on Wednesday, this week. 
 
He added that climate change adaptation was a matter of ‘life and death’ to least developed countries adding that 43 of the 49 countries had presented their adaptation programmes.
 
‘We look to the future with great apprehension (however) we are curtailed by our limited capacity to adapt to the situation. 
 
“(We hope that) decisions taken at the Copenhagen climate change summit could be most defining to the future,” he said.
 
Mosisili noted that while the least developed countries needed money for adaptation, the money should be ‘new and additional in order to support urgent adaptation programmes.’
 
A press statement issued by Sweden on behalf of the European Union said the Copenhagen agreement needed to provide for substantial ‘scaling up of financial support for developing countries.’
 
‘The incremental cost for developing country adaptation and mitigation is in the order of US 145 billion dollars per annum by 2020. 
‘A system should be established to provide long term support to developing countries fro reducing emissions, adaptation, technology cooperation and transfer,’ said the communiqué.
 
An agreement on the climate change talks which began on December 8, is expected t
