UNFCC press conference

              COPENHAGEN, Dec. 15(BOPA)—The United Nations climate chief has explained that significant progress has been achieved as negotiations entered an important phase with the involvement of ministers this week.
Yvo de Boer said that there has been progress in a number of areas but also highlighted that enormous work still needs to be covered before parties can achieve what people are expecting at the end of the conference. 

Addressing a press conference today after the involvement of ministers including Botswana’s minister of Environment, wildlife and Tourism,Mr Kitso Mokaila in the talks he explained that more work still needs to be done in the area of realising ambitious mitigation and emission reduction targets from developed countries, long term finance and robust emission targets by developing countries.

 This phase, he maintained would pave way for the start of the formal high level segment of the conference.

 He highlighted that the Danish government has done all the necessary work and the turn was now for world leaders to ensure that a global climate deal is signed.

 On other issues, he took all the blame for the logistical nightmare which has resulted in a lot of people failing to make it inside the conference. 

The talks, he mentioned, were complicated as they are not about protecting the interests of the few against the many. 

He said that they have to look at the interests of the small islands nations who are at the risk of disappearing due climate change related disasters, the oil producing countries who have a legitimate concern about the future of their economies, major industrialised countries who have concerns about job losses and developing countries who still face the challenges of economic growth and poverty elimination.
The President of the talks, Connie Hedegaard said he hoped the that the early involvement of ministers in the talks has added the much needed momentum and was positive on the progress achieved in the last ten days. 

She noted that ministers have to work very hard and be focused if the process is to achieve a positive result. 

While acknowledging that progress has been made, she said that the issue of long term finance should be coupled with the crafting of innovative ideas on the governance structure of this finance and how to measure what developing countries are going to do.

On other issues, she explained that all the countries have to agree if there is to be any progress in the talks, or they will be a deadlock.

The Copenhagen meeting, she highlighted, is important because countries have set this year as a deadline and also promised that the process followed will be transparent and inclusive. Botswana is attending the two weeks Copenhagen talks whose aim is come up with a global climate deal.Enditem
