Small Islands demand immediate climate action
          COPENHAGEN, Dec. 15(BOPA)—The Secretariat for Pacific Regional Environment Program’s climate change advisor, Espen Ronneburg said today that the Copenhagen negotiations should deliver a legal binding deal if small island states are to survive the negative consequences of climate change.
Speaking at a press conference today, he mentioned that the risks from sea level rises threaten their physical existence if significant action is not taken to limit global average temperature increases to well below 1.5 degrees, which was rejected by countries after being proposed by Tuvalu at the beginning of the conference.
 Unlike other parts of the world which are yet to feel the effects of climate change, he explained that these islands are already experiencing rising sea levels, acidification of oceans, coral bleaching, coastal erosion,flooding,loss of fresh water supplies, biodiversity loss and more frequent and intense weather events including hurricanes.
 He urged the delegates to give special recognition and urgent attention to the needs of the countries in the Pacific islands if there are to survive for the next generations.
  “Sea levels will rise, compounding the effects of more intense tropical storms and threatening the territorial integrity of many countries in the region,” he mentioned.

 The small island nation of Tuvalu led other vulnerable nations and walked out of the talks after its proposal for tough legally binding measures to control global warming was blocked. 
Tuvalu had proposed amending the United Nations climate treaty to require nations to keep the temperature rise to 1.5 degrees above pre-industrial levels. 
Danish President of the COP15, Connie Hedegaard declined to advance the proposal after objections from other countries including the oil producers, which would be hurt by the strict limits on using fossil fuels.
The Minister for Environment and Climate Change in the island of Tonga, Maafu also underscored the fact that the islands their countries are faced with serious climate related challenges, citing the cyclone that hit Fiji yesterday.
The deadly rains, he highlighted, have resulted in the spread of water borne diseases, loss of agricultural land which threatens food security and coral reefs.
Maafu said that the reality of climate change in the Pacific is there for all to see and therefore urged world leaders to act decisively to halt the annihilation of their countries by disasters. 
Climate change, he acknowledged, will ultimately affect all countries of the world in future if no deal is reached in the ongoing negotiations.
 While he said that the island states need funding for adaptation and capacity building, he was quick to mention that no amount of money will stop the negative effects of climate change. 
He challenged world leaders to make the climate change negotiations real and expressed optimism that the climate talks can deliver a legally binding deal in the next three days. 
Over 192 countries are attending the climate change talks including Botswana.Enditem
