
October 20, 2011 

Submission by the United States of America 

Agenda Item 3.2.2 - Possible elements of modalities and procedures for international consultations and 
analysis 

Comments for incorporation into the draft text are included below: 

I.  Possible elements of draft decision text1 for adoption of modalities and procedures for international 
consultation and analysis 

• Insert as 1bis: “Recognizing the importance of ICA;” 

• Insert as 1ter:  “Adoption of the modalities and procedures as contained in an annex to this decision;” 

• Paragraph 2: Decision 1/CP.16, paragraph 63 makes absolutely clear that ICA is on the basis of biennial 
reports, not biennial update reports. The paragraph should be edited as follows “Reiterates

• Option 2 to paragraph 4 is not an option to the other paragraphs, it is the baseline, as 1/CP.16 agreed 
that ICA is on the basis of biennial reports, which by definition are biennial. So the following language 
should be inserted as 3bis: “ICA will be conducted on a biennial basis.” 

 that ICA 
will be conducted on the basis of biennial reports [taking into consideration the flexibility provided for 
in paragraph 60 of decision 1/CP.16]. 

• A paragraph following the new 3bis could introduce further flexibility for some countries, in line with 
paragraph 4. 

• Insert as 4bis: “Setting the date for review and revision of the modalities and procedures based on the 
experiences gained.” 

 

I.  Objectives 

Paragraph 1 on overall objectives and Section II. on principles should be merged into a single paragraph of 
objectives (following the common practice of all Convention guidelines, where principles are contained in the 
Convention itself, not in the guidelines, though these elements can be captured as clear objectives). These 
elements are interrelated and the principles themselves were already agreed in Cancun. 

• The lists is long and repetitive, and does not track adequately with what was laid out as the 
foundational objectives and principles in 1/CP.16, paragraphs 63 and 64 – any elements that do not 
flow from 1/CP.16 should be deleted and the following objectives and principles should be maintained 
and reordered logically in the following manner:  

• From paragraph 1: 
 (b)  To increase the transparency of nationally appropriate mitigation actions of developing 
country Parties and their effects, including associated methodologies and assumptions, and 
progress in implementation of mitigation actions, including those listed in 
FCCC/AWGLCA/2011/INF.1; 
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(a)  To [facilitate] the capacity-building efforts in developing country Parties in preparation of the 
biennial reports, and to promote continuous learning and improvement in implementing and 
reporting of mitigation actions; 
(f)  To facilitate the information required by the Conference of the Parties to assess the 
implementation of the Convention; 

• From paragraph 4, the following paragraphs originate from 1/CP.16 and should be retained (with 
deletion of all others): 

(a)  Be non-intrusive, non-punitive, [non-confrontational] and respectful of national sovereignty; 
(b) Be a facilitative [and cooperative] process based on interactive dialogue; 
(g)  [Discussions regarding the appropriateness of domestic policies and measures do not form 
part of the [ICA] process]; 

• Paragraph 3: “In addition to the overall objectives in paragraph 1, the specific objective of the 
international consultations under the SBI is to promote transparency of developing country mitigation 
actions [and GHG emissions] through [a facilitative] consultations [process] involving a facilitative 
sharing of views among Parties [

III. Process and Scope 

and to build the capacity of developing country Parties]. 

• Paragraph 5 – should follow 1/Cp.16 as agreed, which makes clear that ICA is on the basis of biennial 
reports, not biennial update alone, 5(a) should read: “A technical analysis of biennial reports by a team 
of technical experts in consultation with the Party concerned

• Paragraph 6 should indicate primarily that ICA is on the basis of biennial reports, but then clarify that 
reports submitted biennial include the biennial reports as part of national communications and the 
update reports submitted in intervening years: “ICA will be 

;” We would not agree to (a) alt, as it is 
not consistent with 1/CP.16. 

conducted biennially for each Party other 
than LDCs and SIDs based on the biennial reports of developing country Parties, both biennial reports 
that [coincide with] are submitted as sub-sets of the

• Paragraph 7(b) should also follow 1/CP.16, which calls for ICA to apply to all mitigation actions: 
“Information on mitigation actions, their effects and associated methodologies and assumptions, 
including actions listed in FCCC/AWGLCA/2011/INF.1for those Parties that have communicated them to 
the Secretariat;”  

 national communications of Parties not included in 
Annex I to the Convention submitted every four years and of biennial update reports submitted in 
intervening years.” 

• Paragraph 7(c):  the word “progress” should replace “status” to follow the language from 1/CP.16.  

• Paragraph 7(d) contains an unbracketed addition to the information agreed in 1/CP.16, paragraph 64 
(“including support received for it”).  Please bracket this new text. 

• Paragraph 15 – The timing proposed here is linked to the COP, rather than completion of the analysis 
step and entry into the consultations steps. Perhaps more clear language here would be:  “The experts 
should complete their draft analysis report six months after the experts are assembled by the 
Secretariat.  They should then share their draft with the Party concerned for review and comment over 
the following month, in order to respond to or incorporate Party comments.  The final analysis report 
should then be made available on the Secretariat website.” 
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• It is not clear what the additional language in  the title of the section on international consultations, 
means. Moreover, it seems to presuppose non-SBI action.  The title should be concise and clear, as 
such: “B.  International consultations” 

• Paragraph 17 – consultations under the SBI should be open to both Parties and observers, in order to 
be truly transparent: “Following completion of the expert analysis report, a working group established 
by the SBI open to all Parties
 

 and observers” 

 

 


