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WhatWhat future for future for thethe Congo Basin?Congo Basin?
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227.61 MILLIONS ha (FAO, 2005)











StudiesStudies underwayunderway
SassanSassan Saatchi, Saatchi, DanaeDanae Maniatis, Lee White, Maniatis, Lee White, MarteMarte
Mapangou, Florence Palla, Miguel Leal, Chris Wilks, Mapangou, Florence Palla, Miguel Leal, Chris Wilks, 
private sector forestry companies (par ex. Leroy private sector forestry companies (par ex. Leroy 
Gabon, Gabon, RougierRougier, CEB, CBG, , CEB, CBG, BordamurBordamur, etc.), etc.) et al. et al. 

Carbon map of Gabon in 2007 (ALOS , permanent Carbon map of Gabon in 2007 (ALOS , permanent 
plots, forestry inventories, measures of wood density plots, forestry inventories, measures of wood density 
of principal species, development of of principal species, development of allometricallometric
equations for Central Africaequations for Central Africa
Evaluation of carbon balance 1997Evaluation of carbon balance 1997--2007 (JERS 2007 (JERS ––
ALOS, ground ALOS, ground truthingtruthing))
Extrapolation to the regional level (images, plots, Extrapolation to the regional level (images, plots, 
inventories, groundinventories, ground--truthingtruthing))









StudiesStudies underwayunderway
Simon Lewis . . . .  Lee White, Marte Mapangou, Simon Lewis . . . .  Lee White, Marte Mapangou, 
Florence Florence PallaPalla, , et et alal. . 

DynamicDynamic ofof carboncarbon in mature in mature forestforest (cf. (cf. studiesstudies
in in thethe Amazon by Philips, Lewis & Baker)Amazon by Philips, Lewis & Baker) ––
estimations estimations ofof biomassbiomass / / carboncarbon balance in balance in 
repeatrepeat measuresmeasures on on ''AfritronAfritron' (African ' (African 
TRopicalTRopical Observation Network)Observation Network) ofof 79 79 
permanent plots. permanent plots. PreliminaryPreliminary analysisanalysis suggestssuggests
mature mature forestsforests in Central in Central AfricaAfrica fixfix c. 1.5T COc. 1.5T CO22 / / 
ha / ha / yryr, as do , as do AmazoninaAmazonina ForestsForests ((egeg. Philips et . Philips et 
alal., 2008)., 2008)






