Raul A. Estrada-Oyuela

Ambassador Raul Estrada-Oyuela, born in 1938 in Buenos Aires, Argentina is a career
diplomat. Married to Leticia Vigil Zavala, he has eight children and twelf grandchildren. He is a
journalist and a graduate in Law from the National University of Buenos Aires. He was admitted to
the Argentine Foreign Service in 1966. He has been posted in Washington D.C., Vienna, Brasilia,
and Santiago, and was the Argentine Ambassador to the People's Republic of China. Mr. Estrada-
Oyuela was a member of the National Commission on Global Change of the Argentine Republic,
and has served in Buenos Aires, inter alia, as Deputy-Director for South American Affairs, Deputy
Director-General for International Organizations and Director General of the Special Unit on
Environment in the Foreign Ministry, Director General for Cultural Affairs and currently is
Ambassador at large for Environment Negotiations.

Among other international meetings, he has attended several sessions of the United Nations
General Assembly since 1968. Has been a member of the Board of Governors of the Atomic
Energy Agency, a member of the Industrial Development Board (UNIDQ) and has participated in
numerous regional and sub-regional mestings, such as the Organization of American States (OAS)
General Assembly and the Inter-American Conferences of Foreign Ministers. He was also Deputy
Head of the Argentine Delegation to the Fourth World Conference on Women (Beijing, 1995)

From 1990 until 1994, most of his time has been devoted to the international negotiations
on environmental matters, attending the Second World Climate Conference, several sessions of the
UNEP Governing Council, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Plenary and
Bureau Meetings, the Global Environment Facility (GEF) Participants Assembly, and the United
Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) and all substantive sessions of its
Preparatory Committee. In November 2000 he was elected Vice President of the VI Conference of
the Parties to the UN Convention on Climate Change and during 2001 he has moderated the debate
in the Ministerial Group on International Environmental Governance.

In February 1991, Mr. Estrada-Oyuela was elected Vice-Chairman of the
Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee for a Framework Convention on Climate Change
(INC/FCCC) created by United Nations General Assembly Resolution 45/212. In March 1993, he
was elected Chairman of the INC/FCCC and two years later, Chairman of the Committee of the
Whole of First the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC), and Chairman of the Ad Hoc Group on the Berlin Mandate (AGBM)
created to negotiate a legally binding instrument on climate change today known as the Kyoto
Protocol. To finalize that negotiation at Kyoto in December 1997, he was again elected Chairman
of the Committee of the Whole of the Third Conference of the Parties to the UNFCCC.

Mr. Estrada Oyuela was the Argentine Ambassador to China from October 1994 until
December 1997, when he returned to his country. In 1998 was appointed Distinguished Lecturer on
the Global Community and its Challenges, at the Institute for International Studies, Stanford
University and, in the fall semester of 1999, invited to lecture a seminar on “International
Environmental Law and Policy’at the Columbia University Law School.

Back in Argentina in 2000 for a short period he was Director General for Cultural Affairs in
the Foreign Ministry and in August of that year was appointed Ambassador at large for
Environment Negotiations, attending since then meetings on environmental matters, including
UNFCCC and CBD COPs an the WSSD. ‘
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