




For many countries in Africa, a 
small shock in terms of a rainfall 
deficit or elevated food prices can
precipitate a call for a major 
humanitarian intervention and 
emergency response. The 
resilience in such countries is 
significantly low such that they 
struggle through most years, let 
alone during a drought. For 
example, in a country such as 
Niger, where households currently 
display very low resilience, the 
ARC team has calculated that to 
withstand a 1-in-5 year drought 

event, the income of the most 
vulnerable households would have 
to grow by an annual average of 
3.4%  over the next five years in 
real terms to build sufficient 
resilience in order to adequately 
cope without requiring external 
assistance. In order to improve 
such countries' resilience to 
natural disasters, thereby enabling 
sustained growth on the continent, 
two key elements are required: 

3risk management and investment .




