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Nicaragua has the honor to  deliver this statement on behalf of the Like-Minded Developing Countries, 

representing half of the world's population and most of the world's poor. 

 

1. We fully associate with the statement made by Bolivia on behalf of the Group of 77 and China. 

 

2. Mr. President, we are happy to  be here in Lima for COP20 under your Presidency, enjoning the 

legendary hospitality of Peru in Lima. We look forward to a successful COP that will play a key 

role in defining both the substance of and the process for the final outcome  of the ADP in Paris.  

 

3. Time is running out - the world cannot afford half-measures or half-commitments with respect to 

climate actions and protecting Mother Earth.  

 

4.  Here at Lima, we want to see a solid and robust international outcome that fully implements the 

UNFCCC's provisions, principles, and structure. This will enable all countries solve the climate 

crisis together in a fair manner. Even as developing countries are already doing more and more to 

address climate change largely with their own resources, developed countries should be leading in 

cutting their emissions in accordance with the UNFCCC and its Kyoto Protocol rather than 

backsliding on their commitments. We also expect to see developed countries fulfill their 

commitments under the UNFCCC and more, by providing more financial resources, improving 

access to climate knowledge and technology through effective technology transfer, and helping 

build skills and capacity so that developing countries will be able to undertake adaptation, 

mitigation, sustainable development and poverty erradication simultaneously, thus benefitting all.  

 

5. Under the ADP, we expect, at the close of this session, to see the elements for a draft negotiating 

text to have been elaborated by the ADP. This is our mandate and must be fulfilled.  Highlighting 

mitigation over all the other elements such as adaptation, finance, technology transfer, and capacity-

building is unacceptable. It is unfair, unbalanced, and will not bring us closer to solving the climate 

crisis . It replaces, rewrites and reinterprets the Convention, particularly the principle of equity and 

of common but differentiated responsibilities. This approach will not lead us to consensus and 

success. We cannot accept replacing business as usuual with two little too late on less than half the 

problem of climate change.. 

 

6. Pre-2020 ambition on all elements must be enhanced. A robust pre-2020 result will help build a 

better base for the post-2020 enhanced action and successful adoption of the agreed outcome in 

2015. 

 

 

7. Finance issues are central to the success of this COP. These include critical issues such as the COP's 

guidance to the Green Climate Fund, increased pre-2020 mfinancial support under the Convention 

from developed countries in a clear and transparent manner, clarity on long-term finance, including 

a clear roadmap from developed countries on meeting their commitment to provide US$100 billion 

per year by 2020.  

 

8. Technology transfer will continue to be a key component for any COP to be considered a success, 

and is closely linked to the provision of climate finance under the Convention. Effective mitigation 

and adaptation actions by Parties will rely  on access to technology, including the development of 

endogenous technologies by developing countries and addessing intellectual property issues.  

 



9. Another major issue under the COP is the progress and outcome of the 2013-2015 Review which is 

now on its second year. As the Review continues its consideration of inputs including those from 

the IPCC, Parties, and other sources, it is clear that such consideration must include looking not 

only at what more needs to be done going into the future but also at what needs to be done to 

address the implementation gaps of the past, including on the provision of the means of 

implementation.  

 

10. We are also expecting a concrete result on the COP work to address the adverse social and 

economic consequences of the implementation of response measures. Developing country Parties 

have repeatedly called for the establishment of an effective mechanism under the Convention for 

enhanced action on the impacts of response measures that will be capable of addressing the 

concerns and ensuring that our path in tackling climate change issues will be pursued in manner that 

is conducive to sustainable development. 

 

11. The launch of the Warsaw Loss and Damage Mechanism at COP19 was a historic milestone and 

needs to be built upon by approving the composition of the Executive Committee and approving the 

two year work plan without reopenning the delicate balance it represents. We must not lose 

momentum on this issue which is critical for the most vulnerable countries. 

 

12. We want to reach an outcome here in Lima on all of the items on the COP's agenda that will move 

us further down the road to finding a cooperative, equitable, and durable solution for the climate 

crisis. We can only do that if the process is open, transparent, inclusive, Party-driven and built on 

consensus and if the substantive content is fair and balanced.     

 

13. We expect to see the ADP Contact Group start direct negotiations among the Parties. We want to 

see draft texts from Parties on screen, on paper, being directly negotiated by the Parties with each 

other through focused negotiating groups in order to narrow differences, find convergence, and 

achieve consensus. Mr. President, we are assured that under your leadership we will not see 

huddles, parallel agreements by the few,  extemporaneous documents unrelated to the negotiations 

and much less gavel based impositions. 

 

14. In conclusion, Mr. President, the LMDC looks forward to working with you and your team, with 

other Parties, and the other stakeholders in our process – civil society, women, youth, farmers and 

indigenous peoples, among others – to make the Lima COP-20 a major step towards a better future 

for us all. 

 

Thank you. 

 


