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Background 

• The 2003 Renewable Energy policy envisages 
10,000 GWh of RE contribution to the energy 
mix by 2013 

• National Energy Act of 2008 

• Energy policy of 1998 

• Government began exploring REFIT in 2009 

• Integrated Resource Plan 2010 included 
climate change concerns 



From REFIT to REIPPP 
(“REBID”) in 2011 

Ebehard et. al 



Summary of REIPPPP 

• 4 Windows of competitive bidding completed, 
5th window in design phase 

• Selection criteria included detailed indicators 
on contribution to Sustainable Development 
– Job-creation 

– Local-content 

– Ownership 

– Management control 

– Procurement 

– Enterprise development 

– Socio-economic Development 

• Independent institutional arrangement for the 
evaluation and management of the process 



Bidding 
Windows 1 -3 
summary: 

• 64 projects 
selected 

• Combined 
installed 
capacity of  
3,915 MW 

• Total private 
investment 
of 1.5 billion 
USD 



REIPPPP ACHIEVEMENTS 

Source: Yuen K. S. E 



REIPPPP ACHIEVEMENTS 

Source: DoE 



• Accelerated roll-out of large-scale RE generation 
capacity 

• Shift from FIT to competitive bidding & multiple 
windows contributed to learning and lowering prices 
over-time 

• Attracted significant funding from both local 
institutions and international investors 

• Promoted a business-friendly atmosphere 

• An South African fit-for-purpose programme 

• RE programme carried out in the context of SD 

SUCCESSES & LESSONS 
LEARNT 



SCALE-UP POTENTIAL 

  BW 1 BW 2 BW 3 Going-forward 

R/kWh 2.15 1.42 1.14 1 1 

Government R/kWh 1.5 0.77 0.49 0.35 0.35 

MW 1 315.15 1 043.19 1 456 1 000 500 

kWh/yr 11.5 billion 9 billion 12.8 billion  8.8 billion 4. 4 billion 

R/yr 17.3 billion 7billion  6.3 billion  3 billion 1.5 billion 

Rand over 20 yrs 346 billion 141 billion 125 billion 614 billion 307billion 

USD over 20 yrs 26.6 billion  10.8  billion   9.6 billion  4.7 billion 2.4 billion 

Total USD in 20 yrs 47 billion   

What can be 
done with 

international 
Support ? 

Each 1000 MW 
is equivalent to 
about 9 MT CO2 

reductions/yr 



• Thapelo Letete 

• Department of Environmental Affairs 

• tletete@environment.gov.za 

•  www.environment.gov.za  

• Tel: +27 12 399 9151 

mailto:tletete@environment.gov.za
http://www.environment.gov.za/


 


