
Executive Committee of the 
Warsaw International Mechanism 

Excom/2017/5/2 
7 March 2017 

Agenda item 4 
 

1 of 12 

 

United Nations 
Framework Convention on 
Climate Change 

Fifth meeting of the Executive Committee of the Warsaw International Mechanism for 
Loss and Damage associated with Climate Change Impacts 

Bonn, Germany, 21–24 March 2017 

 

Reference document for item 4: 

Implementing activities of the initial two-year workplan1 

 

 

Action Area 3, activity (d): Slow onset events .................................................................................................... 2 

Action Area 5, activities (c) and (d): Resilience, recovery, rehabilitation .......................................................... 3 

Action Area 7, activity (e): Financial instruments and tools ............................................................................... 4 

Updates on ongoing activities ............................................................................................................................ 5 

Annex I: Output of the intersessional working group on Action Area 3, activity (d) ......................................... 8 

Annex II: Overview of the status of implementation of activities of the initial two-year workplan .................. 9 

Annex III: Non-exhaustive list of potential future work compiled at Excom 4 ................................................11 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

About this document 

This reference document contains the status of intersessional work on those activities of the initial two-
year workplan for consideration by the Excom, implementation updates on activities of the initial two-
year workplan for the intersessional period from the last meeting and an overview of the status of 
implementation of all activities of the initial two-year workplan. 

 
  

                                                           
1 All the Action Areas and activities mentioned in this document refer to those contained in the initial two-year workplan of the Executive Committee. 
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Action Area 3, activity (d): Slow onset events 

Action Area 3: Enhance data on and knowledge of the risks of slow onset events and their impacts, and identify ways 
forward on approaches to address slow onset events associated with the adverse effects of climate change with 
specific focus on potential impacts, within countries and regions 

Activity (d): Assess and develop recommendations to improve the state of knowledge to understand, and capacity to 
address, slow onset events and their impacts, including the capacity of regional agencies 

Expected results: State of knowledge and capacity assessed; Recommendations, taking into account regional 
dimensions, developed 

I. Background 

1. Excom 3 established an intersessional working group to develop a set of draft guidance/guiding questions in the 
context of activity (d) of this action area.  

2. Excom 4 considered the outcome of intersessional work, as contained in Annex I of document Excom/2016/4/32 
and decided to continue the work during intersessional period to Excom 5. 

3. Accordingly, the co-coordinators of the intersessional working group carried the work forward, and shared, on 25 
February, with the Excom for review, a proposal which includes a four-step approach on assessment of the state of 
knowledge. The co-coordinators’ proposed approach is also contained in Annex I to this document. 

II. Next steps 

4. The Excom may consider the proposed approach on assessment of the state of knowledge as contained in Annex I 
and agree on the way forward, as appropriate. 

  

                                                           
2 Available at 
<http://unfccc.int/files/adaptation/groups_committees/loss_and_damage_executive_committee/application/pdf/background_document_6-c.pdf>. 
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Action Area 5, activities (c) and (d): Resilience, recovery, rehabilitation 

Action Area 5: Enhance the understanding of the capacity and coordination needs with regard to preparing for, 
responding to and building resilience against loss and damage associated with extreme and slow onset events, 
including through recovery and rehabilitation 

Activity (c): Invite relevant institutions to collaborate with the Executive Committee to prepare a paper for activity 
5(d) below, based on activities 5(a) and (b) above, including on methods for scenario analysis and stress testing, which 
can illustrate the potential challenges and requirements for preparedness and response, as well as resilience building 

Expected results: Information made available to Parties and relevant Convention bodies and others, at events such 
as the World Humanitarian Summit, with a view to incorporating it, as appropriate, into NAPs and other relevant 
processes. 

Improved application of this knowledge in national planning processes, including supporting the development of 
improved analysis and planning frameworks 

Activity (d): Consult with experts to review the paper mentioned in activity 5(c) above, consolidate experiences and 
lessons learned, and identify priority areas for increasing capacity and investment 

Expected results: Review of results, consolidation of experiences and lessons learned, and identification of priority 
areas and recommendations 

I. Background 

5. In the context of activities (c) and (d) of this action area, Excom 4 affirmed the interlinkages of this action area with 
Action Area 2 ‘Comprehensive risk management approaches’.3 It agreed to initiate consideration of the details of 
undertaking these activities intersessionally, and established a working group accordingly. 

II. Next steps 

6. The intersessional working group may wish to propose, for the consideration by the Excom, way(s) forward, 
including immediate steps that could be undertaken in the lead up to Excom 6, as well as those that could be 
undertaken by the technical expert group established in the context of Acton Area 2 of the initial two-year 
workplan.   

                                                           
3 According to the terms of reference of an expert group established under Action Area 2, the technical expert group may also support the Excom in 
its efforts to undertake Action Area 5. 
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Action Area 7, activity (e): Financial instruments and tools 

Action Area 7: Encourage comprehensive risk management by the diffusion of information related to financial 
instruments and tools that address the risks of loss and damage associated with the adverse effects of climate change 
to facilitate finance in loss and damage situations in accordance with the policies of each developing country and 
region, taking into account the necessary national efforts to establish enabling environments. These financial 
instruments and tools may include: comprehensive risk management capacity with risk pooling and transfer; 
catastrophe risk insurance; contingency finance; climate-themed bonds and their certification; catastrophe bonds; 
and financing approaches to making development climate resilient, among other innovative financial instruments and 
tools 

Activity (e): Facilitate diffusion of comprehensive information through a section of the UNFCCC website, reports of the 
Executive Committee to the COP, side event(s) and an invitation to the SCF to dedicate its 2016 Forum to financial 
instruments that address the risks of loss and damage associated with the adverse effects of climate change 

Expected results (for all activities under this action area): Improved understanding by public bilateral and multilateral 
institutions and funds, private financial institutions and developed and developing countries on the range of financial 
instruments and tools to enhance action and support, including finance, technology and capacity-building, to address 
loss and damage associated with the adverse effects of climate change 

I. Background 

7. Excom 4 established an intersessional working group to finalize a concept note for a side event to be held at COP22 
on financial instruments and tools in the context of this action area. Due to the proximity to the COP, the Excom did 
not have sufficient time to fully develop the concept and as a result, postponed the organization of a side event to a 
subsequent session. 

II. Next steps 

8. The Excom may wish to consider added value of holding a side event at a future session, including possible topic 
area(s) and associated timing as well as modalities, and establish a working group to further the work, if needed. 
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Updates on ongoing activities 

9. The following section contains updates from the intersessional period between Excom 4 and 7 March 2017 on the 
ongoing activities of the initial two-year workplan: 

Action Area 2,4 activity (a): 

10. Excom 4 requested the secretariat to continue developing the initial compendium presented at Excom 4, in 
accordance with the guidance agreed at Excom 3,5 in particular to 1) incorporate relevant information arising from 
the results of questionnaires to national entities and international organizations, conducted under Action Area 5, 
activities (a) and (b);6 and 2) expand the regional coverage to Europe and North America. 

11. In response, the secretariat updated the compendium with additional regional case studies and incorporated key 
relevant findings from the results of the questionnaires. The updated version of the compendium was shared with 
the Excom on 17 January 2017 and is also available at the Excom Collaboration Space.7 

Action Area 3,8 activity (a) 

12. Excom 4 also requested the secretariat to continue updating the database of organizations working on slow onset 
events and their current efforts,9 created in January 2016 in the context of activity (a) of Action Area 3, and update 
the Excom on the status of the database, including statistics at future meetings of the Excom. 

13. The database contains, as at 1 March 2017, information on 162 relevant organizations, of which 23 organizations 
updated their profile and information on 11 organizations was newly added. One new expression of interest for 
collaboration10 in this area of work has been received since Excom 4. 

Action Area 5,11 activities (a) and (b) 

14. In the context of activities (a) and (b) of Action Area 5, the questionnaire to national entities was endorsed at 
Excom 3, and that to international organizations at Excom 4. The Excom requested at Excom 3 and 4, respectively, 
the secretariat to administer the questionnaires as per the guidance by the Excom.12 

15. Excom 4 also requested the secretariat to follow up with national focal points of non-Annex I Parties to encourage 
responses to the questionnaire which had been sent prior to Excom 4. Accordingly, a reminder was sent on 27 
September 2016 to the applicable national focal points. 

16. A total of 28 responses from national entities and 8 responses from international organizations were received.13 
The secretariat developed two sets of summaries of responses from Parties and organizations, respectively, and 
shared them with the Excom on 17 January 2017.14 In addition, relevant key findings were incorporated into the 
compendium on comprehensive risk management approaches as requested by the Excom in the context of Action 
Area 2, activity (a).15 

                                                           
4 Action Area 2: ‘Enhance the understanding of, and promote, comprehensive risk management approaches (assessment, reduction, transfer, retention), 
including social protection instruments and transformational approaches, in building long-term resilience of countries, vulnerable populations and communities‘. 
5 Available in the Excom Collaboration Space at 
<https://process.unfccc.int/sites/ECP/Documents%20shared%20during%20the%20meeting/Excom%203/Intersessional_work/AA2_a_compendium/d
raft_guidance_AA2_a_final.docx>. 
6 For details of the questionnaire, see the section on Action Area 5, activities (a) and (b) in this document. 
7 Available at <https://process.unfccc.int/sites/ECP/Documents%20shared%20during%20the%20meeting/Excom%205/AA2-
Compendum/AA2_Compendium_March_2017.pdf>. 
8 Action Area 3: ‘Enhance data on and knowledge of the risks of slow onset events and their impacts, and identify ways forward on approaches to address 
slow onset events associated with the adverse effects of climate change with specific focus on potential impacts, within countries and regions‘ 
9 Available at <http://www4.unfccc.int/sites/NWP/Pages/soesearch.aspx>. 
10 From a research group at the University of Zurich. 
11 Action Area 5: ‘Enhance the understanding of the capacity and coordination needs with regard to preparing for, responding to and building 
resilience against loss and damage associated with extreme and slow onset events, including through recovery and rehabilitation‘ 
12 The guidance included a list of 35 organizations to whom the questionnaire was to be sent individually in addition to issuing a generic announcement at 
<http://unfccc.int/9504>. Invitations to the 35 organizations were sent on 28 Sep 2016 and the announcement was issued on 13 Oct 2016. 
13 All individual responses are available in the Tracking Table in the Excom Collaboration Space. 
14 Available at <https://goo.gl/P8zDfe>. 
15 For details see the section on Action Area 2, activity (a) in this document. 
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17. Excom 4 requested the secretariat to update the Excom of the status of engagement of relevant organizations and 
stakeholders in response to various invitations for inputs and/or collaboration issued during the course of 2016, 
including: 

(i) The invitation to relevant organizations and experts to collaborate with the Excom to facilitate access to 
information, including through collaborative channels or databases, and technologies to track the impacts, 
and enable approaches to address loss and damage associated with the adverse effects of climate change, 
including slow onset events (Action Area 3, activity (b));16 

(ii) The call for inputs in response to the key messages in the context of Action Area 7 of the initial two-year 
workplan, including making recommendations for addressing any gaps and challenges (Action Area 7, 
activities (a) and (b)).17 

18. The graphs below summarize the information on the involvement of relevant organizations and stakeholders in 
various activities by the Excom. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
16 Available at <http://unfccc.int/files/adaptation/groups_committees/loss_and_damage_executive_committee/application/pdf/invitation_letter_aa3c_10_may.pdf>. 
17 Available at <http://unfccc.int/9727>. 

Excom received a total of 

161 sets of written inputs 

from Parties and 

organizations  

(as of 20 February 2017). 
 

OVERVIEW OF CONTRIBUTORS 
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Annex II and III 

19. As mentioned in the provisional annotated agenda, paragraph 17, Annex II of this document contains the current 
status of implementation of all activities of the initial two-year workplan; and Annex III contains a non-exhaustive 
list of potential future work, compiled at Excom 4 for review at subsequent meeting(s) of the Excom when 
considering its future work/activities. 
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Annex I: Output of the intersessional working group on Action Area 3, activity (d) 
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Annex II: Overview of the status of implementation of activities of the initial two-year workplan 
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Annex III: A non-exhaustive list of potential future work, compiled at Excom 4 

Slow onset 

events 

 Assessment of state of knowledge and recommendations for further work 

 Identification of gaps and needs based in part on inputs and outcomes of the 8th Research 
Dialogue and organizations capable of plugging gaps and fulfilling needs 

 Awareness raising campaign  

 Consideration of organizing an Expo on SOEs  

 Considering the IPCC’s special report on 1.5C and its findings and the implications for loss 
and damage 

 Integration of assessment on SOEs into NAP processes 

 Complementing the Sendai work on extreme events and SOEs (e.g. build upon a recently 
published compendium) 

 Listing new research on loss and damage and volume of projects implemented, including 
definition of loss and damage 

Non-economic 

losses 

 Proposed activities by the Expert Group on NELs 

 Use of the clearing house and other relevant modalities to disseminate experiences, 
knowledge, lessons learned and good practice 

 Rising awareness of NELs 

 Consideration of the summary note (section containing recommendations) of the NELs side 
event (Expert Group on NELs) 

Comprehensive 

risk 

management 

approaches 

 Development and enhancement of the clearing house on risk transfer and  proposed 
activities by the technical expert panel to: 

o Oversee development of standardized guidelines for risk assessments at the 
national level including for the preparation of asset inventories 

o Design pilot projects to test these guidelines and assist Parties in assessing and 
analyzing risks in one or two priority sectors 

 Coordination with regional and global research programmes to facilitate capacity building for 
the observation and risk assessment in the context of loss and damage 

 Analysis of information gathered from the two questionnaires under Action Area 5 of the 
initial 2-year workplan and follow up activities to determine countries needs with respect to 
climate change and loss and damage risk assessments 

o Paper incorporating the analysis and disseminate followed up by regional 
workshops to develop specific follow up actions and funding sources for work in this 
area 

o As part of the workshops, identify the impacts from which recovery/rehabilitation is 
possible and the approaches that facilitate recovery/rehabilitation 

 Identification of the impacts for which recovery and rehabilitation is not possible and which 
will result in permanent loss and identify approaches for dealing with this permanent loss 

 For the technical expert panel to prepare a report for gaps and needs for implementation of 
comprehensive risk management approaches  

 Integration of risk assessment into NAP processes  

Migration, 

displacement 

and human 

mobility 

 Proposed activities by the task force on displacement 

 Consideration of the recommendations flowing from the technical meeting on migration, 
displacement and human mobility and design appropriate activities to take these forward 

Financial 

instruments, 

tools and 

approaches 

 Further collaboration with the SCF to take up the recommendations from SCF Forum  
o Technical paper on challenges and needs arising from the Forum 

 Follow up to the SCF Forum to identify areas where there are gaps in financial products and 
services in developing countries vulnerable to climate change and make recommendations 
for filling these gaps, including the identification of institutions capable of filling these gaps 

 Identification of costs and benefits of using the various financial tools / instruments available 
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 Pilot projects to demonstrate the use of these tools in different contexts, in order to test 
approaches, identify good practice and reflect on lessons learned 

 Exploring funding possibilities/mechanisms to implement measures to avert, minimize and 
address loss and damage under the Convention  

 Exploring feasibility and requirements for a partnership system with the private sector to 
facilitate the implementation of measures to avert, minimize and address loss and damage 
under the guidance of the WIM 

 Invite the SCF to undertake further work on financial tools to address the risks of L&D, based 
on the outcome of the 2016 SCF Forum, including exploring ways of scaling up and 
replicating good practices 

Other   Strategy to engage with other relevant bodies (objective) to guide our engagement (e.g. how 
to further engage with SCF) 

 Platform to facilitate collaboration and coherence and to help draw on the work of other 
bodies and groups 

 Technical paper that synthesizes ongoing work on L&D  

 Catalytic role of Excom to support processes (Sendai/SDGs); complement and draw upon the 
Sendai process 

 Mapping extent of damages and losses; accounting systems for loss and damage 
 

______________________ 


