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Resources for incorporating  climate 
adaptation into development projects

• Basic philosophy behind a support system
• Simple to access
• Does not impose unnecessary burden 

on project developers
• Few false positives or false negatives
• Provides guidance to appropriate 

resources including “best practice”

Elements of a resource 
support system

1. Has country/regional data, e.g. 
extremes events

2. Provides location specific information
3. Incorporates screening tools for 

particular risks
4. Has guide to web & literature 

resources
5. Includes Guidance Notes
6. Provides quick access to relevant 

analytical and projects etc



•Information 
System based 
on Google Earth
• Access to 
tabular and 
graphical data 
other data 
bases, including 
WB operations 
databases.
• Visualization 
tool (webGIS) 
displays key 
climate 
variables

Any location on the globe can be queried.  
Get historical trends and climate change projections (from 
high resolution, 20km, from the Japanese Earth Simulator) 
and other GCM runs



Includes: Crop yield changes for 14 major crops worldwide (from IIASA) 
Biome and biome change 
Disaster hotspots data
Fire frequency
All on both a point and country-aggregated basis

Screening for Climate Risk

1. Country circumstances
2. Location specific
3. Screening tools







Summary Report

Web and literature resources

1. Country circumstances
2. Location specific
3. Screening tools
4. Web & literature resources



Screening for Climate Risk

1. Country circumstances
2. Location specific
3. Screening tools
4. Web & literature resources
5. Guidance notes



Mainstreaming adaptation into 
development planning and projects 
promotes sustainable livelihoods. 

- Increase adaptive capacity of local 
communities to climate variability and 
climate change 

- Increase resiliency of natural and 
managed systems under current climate 
and projected climate change by 
enhancing and conserving 
environmental services.

Principles underlying the Guidance Notes Principles underlying the Guidance Notes 

What types of projects are 
considered? 

Projects where adaptation measures either constitute a 
specific component of a broader development project, or 
are fully mainstreamed within conventional project 
components. 

Programmatic agendas such as via Poverty Reduction 
Strategies, Country Assistance Strategies, and national 
development strategies that should address Adaptation.  



Guidance Notes Methodology 

Direct learning of practical lessons through the direct 
participation of the authors in the preparation of some 
pilot projects that include adaptation to climate change; 
interviews.

Focus groups or small workshops on specific issues 
with operational staff and sector specialists

Reviews of literature on lessons learned in the 
practice of adaptation

Feedback from the use of these notes for actual 
projects





Screening for Climate Risk

1. Country circumstances
2. Location specific
3. Screening tools
4. Web & literature 

resources
5. Guidance notes
6. Relevant analytical work, 

projects etc



Summary

As number of people become engaged in 
adaptation activities, challenge 

• Need to have resources that point people
in the right direction

• Help design and implement activities that 
would produce resilient societies

• Learn as we go along – move from data to 
information and even wisdom


