
 

 

 

 

Title of Action Pledge: Joint Update: The Adaptation Knowledge Initiative in the 

Andean Subregion  

NWP Partner 

organization(s): 

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)  

and 

International Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT) through its 

CGIAR Research Program on Climate Change, Agriculture and 

Food Security (CCAFS) 

NWP objective: Which aspect of the objective of the NWP does the pledged 

action respond to? 

The two aspects of the objective of the NWP are: to assist all 

Parties, in particular developing countries, including the least 

developed countries and small island developing States to:  

improve their understanding and assessment of impacts, 

vulnerability and adaptation to climate change 

make informed decisions on practical adaptation actions and 

measures to respond to climate change on a sound scientific, 

technical and socio-economic basis, taking into account current 

and future climate change and variability 
 

Description Adaptation knowledge gaps have been repeatedly identified as 

barriers to widespread and successful adaptation actions. The 

persistent and recurrent mention of such gaps suggests the need 

for a better alignment of the supply of and demand for adaptation 

knowledge, and for efforts to respond to adaptation knowledge 

gaps. The objective of this joint action pledge is to pilot a new 

methodology to identify and prioritize knowledge gaps (using the 

Andean subregion as a case study) and demonstrate its ability to 

catalyse strategic and effective responses to adaptation knowledge 

needs. 

Action pledges purpose: The purpose of this action pledge is to serve as a joint update to 

the Adaptation Knowledge Initiative by UNEP and CIAT, in their 

capacity of lead institution for the Pilot, and to inform of the 

outcomes of the pilot priority-setting workshop for the Andean 

subregion. The purpose of this partnership between UNEP and 

CIAT is ultimately to remove barriers to the upscaling of 

adaptation action through a reiterative process of knowledge gap 

prioritization and subsequent action to catalyse strategic and 

effective responses.  

Actions: - A workshop conducted to identify and prioritize knowledge 

gaps on climate change adaptation in the context of the 

Andean subregion.  

- Production of policy brief to share the results of the priority-

setting workshop with policymakers, adaptation professionals 

and researchers in order to guide actions that fills the gaps in 

the Andean subregion.  

https://www3.unfccc.int/pls/apex/f?p=333:27:721564608223438::NO::P27_ID:656
https://www3.unfccc.int/pls/apex/f?p=333:27:721564608223438::NO::P27_ID:1602
https://www3.unfccc.int/pls/apex/f?p=333:27:721564608223438::NO::P27_ID:1602
https://www3.unfccc.int/pls/apex/f?p=333:27:721564608223438::NO::P27_ID:1602


 

 

Expected results:  - The Pilot of the Initiative in the Andean subregion intends to 

identify prioritized tractable and strategic adaptation 

knowledge gaps that can be addressed through the repackaging 

and/or dissemination of data, information and knowledge. 

- The Pilot of the Initiative in the Andean subregion will 

identify possible actions and relevant actors to fill these gaps. 

- Policy brief on the results of the workshop to be launched at 

the COP20 

 

Indicators of 

achievement: 

- Pilot project implemented in the Andean subregion 

(knowledge gaps identified and prioritized during a priority-

setting workshop) and response actions by relevant institutions 

identified.  

Regional focus:     

 

Africa 

All regions 

Arab States 

Asia 

Caribbean and Central America 

Europe 

Least Developed Countries 

North America 

Pacific 

Polar Regions 

Small Island Developing States 

South America 

   

Adaptation sector(s): Education and training 

Food security, agriculture, forestry and fisheries 

Human health 

Oceans and coastal areas 

Science, assessment, monitoring and early warning 

Terrestrial ecosystems 

Tourism 

Transport, infrastructure and human settlements 

Water resources 

 



 

 

Adaptation delivery 

activities: 
Capacity building 

Climate-resilient development planning 

Communication and awareness-raising 

Disaster risk reduction 

Early warning systems 

Education 

Financial support 

Humanitarian assistance 

Knowledge management 

Monitoring and evaluation of adaptation 

Pilot adaptation programmes/projects 

Risk/vulnerability mapping 

Training 

NWP work area(s):  

Adaptation planning and practices 

Climate modelling, scenarios and downscaling 

Climate related risks and extreme events 

Data and observations 

Economic diversification 

Methods and tools 

Research 

Socio-economic information 

Technologies for adaptation 

Target group: Academics 

Children 

Policy makers 

Practitioners 

Private sector 

Vulnerable communities 

Women 

Attachment: - Report of the priority-setting workshop for the Andean 

subregion 

- Policy brief containing the workshop outcomes 

 


