
                                                 
1
 Please use this template for providing inputs related with one example. If you have more than one example, please 

provide them in separate files using this template.  

Example on gender-sensitive approaches and tools, including good practices for the application of 
these approaches and tools for understanding and assessing impacts, vulnerability and adaptation 

to climate change1 

 Inputs provided by:

INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT (IFAD) 

IFAD's goal is to empower poor rural women and men in developing countries to achieve higher incomes 
and improved food security.  

www.ifad.org 

Title of practice/tool  

Participatory Mapping 

Description of  practice/tool 

Participatory mapping is the most widespread participatory method developed since the 1980s to support 
and promote a more active role of communities in rural development projects. In participatory map-
making a group of non-experts with a shared interest visualises their association with a landscape and its 
resources in a given locality. Participatory maps range from ephemeral maps drawn on the ground to 
paper sketch maps, and from three-dimensional relief models to aerial and satellite orthophoto maps. 
They not only display geographical features but also information normally excluded from conventional 
maps, such as household characteristics and vulnerability, traditional agricultural and environmental 
knowledge, as well as cultural and historical heritage. 

IFAD has a long history of deploying participatory mapping tools and approaches, including ground 
mapping, paper sketch mapping and participatory three-dimensional modelling (variably combined with 
Global Positioning System [GPS] and Geographic Information System [GIS] technologies) within the 
context of natural resource management. Many of these approaches have facilitated community-based 
land use planning, the participative management of productive landscapes and climate-sensitive 
resources, and the mitigation of resource-related conflicts in rural communities. Participatory mapping 
has contributed to reducing vulnerability, strengthening resilience and had measurable effects for the 
development of local adaptive capacity in areas prone to climate hazards.  

By directly affecting the scope and quality of participation in community development and reflecting the 
power dynamics both within communities (e.g. between gender and social groups) as well as between 
communities and development practitioners, government authorities and experts, participatory mapping 
can influence the inclusivity, equity and local ownership of adaptation decisions and contribute to new, 
pluralistic approaches to natural resource management such as, for example, co-management. Institutions 
that establish and moderate local norms, rules and behaviours can profoundly influence the type and 
quality of local decisions to manage climate-sensitive assets and resources. Institutions and organizations 
mediate such access on the basis of both formal and informal norms, which is particularly relevant for 

http://www.ifad.org/


climate change adaptation in developing countries. 

 

Region 

 Global  

Country 

In IFAD experiences in Sudan and in India the use of P-Mapping helped establishing new institutions 
and gender dimension 

In Sudan, participatory mapping associated with the development of community-based 
organizations such as community development committees (CDCs) allowed at the grass roots to take 
a leading role over the community development process. In almost every village women held at least 
one of the main elected positions in the CDC. 

In India participatory mapping was accompanied by a parallel process of institution-building. Natural 
resource management groups (with equal representation of men and women from each household) 
and self-help groups (made up of women) eased gender balance in the participatory process. With 
NRM groups all households were involved in decisions that had once been confined to clan 
representatives 

 

Sector 

 Food security, agriculture and fisheries 

 Forestry 

 Marine and coastal ecosystems 

 Mountains 

 Other terrestrial ecosystems 

 Water resources 

Name of implementing institution/s 

IFAD 

Further information 

A series of tools for involving poor rural communities in planning managing and making decisions on 
natural resources, increasingly affected by the changes brought about by climate variability and 
change.  

 

- Evaluating the impact of participatory mapping activities (2011) 

http://www.ifad.org/pub/map/pm_iv.pdf  



 

- Participatory mapping and communication (2010) 

http://www.ifad.org/pub/map/pm_iii.pdf 

- The IFAD adaptive approach to participatory mapping (2010) 

http://www.ifad.org/pub/map/pm_ii.pdf  

- Good practices in participatory mapping (2009) 

http://www.ifad.org/pub/map/PM_web.pdf 
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Ilaria Firmian 

Environment and Climate Knowledge Officer 

Environment and Climate Division (ECD) 

IFAD 

Via Paolo di Dono, 44 

00142 Rome - Italy 

e-mail: i.firmian@ifad.org 


