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 Please use this template for providing inputs related with one example. If you have more than one example, please 

provide them in separate files using this template.  

Example on gender-sensitive approaches and tools, including good practices for the application of 
these approaches and tools for understanding and assessing impacts, vulnerability and adaptation 

to climate change1 

Inputs provided by: 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN 

Title of practice/tool  

Demonstrating and Irradiated Family for technology transfer In El Salvador 

Description of  practice/tool 

Climate change poses unprecedented challenges to food security in agriculture sector. Increasing the 
resilience of livelihoods is key to sustain agricultural productivity and avoid loss of productivity. In 
this context, a new approach in the way of how extension services are provided, aimed at developing 
the capacities of people to address the challenges of climate change is necessary both in the farm 
and in the home. 

Women are particularly vulnerable to climate change, as they have limited adaptive capacities, 
which arise from prevailing social inequalities and perceived social and economic roles that manifest 
itself in differences in property rights, and unequal access to resources and information. Women 
have access to but not control over natural resources and other property rights. However, migration 
of men outside their communities has women to become de facto household heads (jefas de hogar). 

In El Salvador, FAO with other partners developed and implemented since 2007 the methodology of 
Demonstrating Family (DF) and Irradiated Family (IF) for technology transfer to support rehabilitation 
and sustainable management of watersheds.  

The Demonstrating Family (DF) is a family group that assumes the role of learning to teach. It is led 
by men and women (in equal form) of a home, as well as the sons and daughters, who learn, 
experiment, take decisions and then share with other families (Irradiated Families) near their farm. 

While the methodology seeks to perform work using the family, it is undeniable that the reality is 
that there is not a unique type of family or "typical" family composed of a father, a mother and 
children living under one roof and operating as an economic unit. Therefore, this practice 
acknowledges and enhances the roles of those families where the household head is a woman. 

The process begins with the selection of families in the area. The number of DF depends on the 
families that each extension worker is expected to address, as well as the distances between families 
in the territories. In general, 1 DF will be able to disseminate to about 10 to 20 Irradiated Families. In 
the case of FAO’s project in El Salvador, there were 10 Demonstrating Families, each of them with 13 
Irradiated Families.  

The extension worker then implements the technology transfer in three stages: i) Training and 



 

demonstration of technologies or practices on the farm or home to the DF as appropriate; ii) 
Conducts of the DF in the implementation and validation of technologies, demonstration plots or 
modules, and iii) Organizes and plans sessions with the DF to disseminate and transfer knowledge 
and technology to IF, such as exchanges of experiences, tours, demonstrations, etc.  

Overall, this technology transfer approach is considered innovative, as it facilitates the process of 
personal growth of women and men as essential basis for sustainable development of the farm and 
home, leadership is enhanced by the active participation of the family (men, women and children) in 
the process of technology transfer, and breaks the tradition of working almost exclusively with men 
as leaders. 

Region 

 Caribbean and Central America 

Country 

El Salvador 

Sector 

 Food security, agriculture and fisheries 

Name of implementing institution/s 

FAO  

Further information 

Familia Demostradora para la transferencia de tecnología:  http://foris.fao.org/preview/29395-
0818e347fef461d61c6e854d29fb7ee7e.pdf (Climate change adaptation in EL Salvador:  
http://www.fao.org/climatechange/71215/en/) 

Contact details 

Selvaraju Ramasamy,  NWP Focal point for FAO 
 Climate, Energy and Tenure Division (NRC)  

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 

Rome 

selvaraju.ramasamy@fao.org 
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