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Example of best practices and available tools 
for the use of indigenous and traditional knowledge and practices for adaptation1 

 Inputs provided by:

Care International 

Title of practice/tool  

Joto Afrika: Climate communications for adaptation  

Description of  approach/practice/tool 

Communicating climate information, in ways that local farmers and pastoralists can understand and 
apply is a critical resource to support effective adaptation to climate change. This publication profiles 
a range of programs in Kenya, Niger and Ghana that are developing approaches to incorporating 
communication of climate information into their work with vulnerable farmers and pastoralists. 
Using a range of innovative communication mechanisms, they demonstrate how climate 
information has reached and supported communities to make decisions about dealing with climate 
risks and vulnerabilities such as diversifying livelihoods and protecting their assets.  Effective 
communication of climate information allows community members to incorporate it with their 
existing traditional and local knowledge and develop appropriate adaptation strategies. 

In Niger, where seasonal rainfall is minimal and erratic, agro-pastoralists determine planting dates 
based on rainfall records acquired from their own community rain gauges. In Kenya and Ghana, 
locally relevant seasonal climate advisories are developed collectively among communities, service 
providers and meteorological departments, and disseminated widely. Seasonal, and in some cases 
short range, forecasts with advisories are disseminated to farmers and livestock keepers in Kenya 
and Ghana through community held seminars, chiefs’ meetings, radio and mobile phones, churches 
and mosques, government and NGO extension services, and local early warning systems.  

These experiences clearly demonstrate how access and use of weather and climate forecasts, can 
empower vulnerable communities to make their own calculated and climate informed decisions on 
risk management choices, and forward looking strategies. Climate communication and information 
services are thus an essential component for enabling adaptive capacity and effective adaptation.  

Region 

Africa and the Arab States 

Country 



 

Niger, Ghana, Kenya  

Sector 

Not specific to sectors  

Name of implementing institution/s 

CARE International through the Adaptation Learning Programme in Kenya, Ghana and Niger; 
Christian Aid; the Kenya Meteorological Department (KMD) and IGAD’s Climate Predictions and 
Applications Center (ICPAC) all in Kenya. Learning in relation to climate science and how to use  it 
practically has been enhanced by support from the Humanitarian Futures Programme, the UK Met 
Office, World Meteorological Organisation and associated research. 

Further information 

1. Climate communication for adaptation. Joto Afrika. Issue 12.  
http://www.careclimatechange.org/files/JotoAfrika12_FINAL.pdf  

Contact details 

  Kit Vaughan 
  Director, Poverty, Environment and Climate Change Network 
  kvaughan@careclimatechange.org 

 

Agnes Otzelberger   
Adaptation Advisor, Southern and West Africa / Global Gender Advisor 
aotzelberger@careclimatechange.org  

 

If you wish to reproduce any of the articles in Joto, please contact:  

Jo Barrett   

Communications and Press Officer 

Jbarrett@careclimatechange.org  
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