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Objectives of PROVIA 

•  Help to provide international direction and improve the 
coherence of research on climate vulnerability, impacts 
and adaptation 

•  Communicate scientific information on VIA to governments, 
international agencies and other decision-makers 

•  Help to guide investment in research 

•  Build scientific research capacity, especially in developing 
countries 
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Guidance requirements and challenges 

•  The guidance should promote a more systematic and 
rigorous approach to assessing VIA. 

•  It should be coherent and based on the latest academic 
insights in VIA research. 

•  It should take into account the needs and constraints of 
users (i.e. researchers, practitioners, policymakers). 

•  It should be informative rather than prescriptive. 

•  Different users have different adaptation objectives and 
require different assessment guidance. 
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Conclusions 

•  The LEG Technical Guidelines are complemented by the 
PROVIA Guidance, which helps the user to identify 
methods and tools for each step in the adaptation cycle. 

•  Decision tree system allows for a systematic approach to 
VIA assessment, and lends itself for interactivity. 

•  Need for continuous update as new knowledge and 
insights become available. 
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Next steps 

•  Further analytical development, including quality standards 
for applying methods, quantitative support to decision 
nodes (e.g. uncertainty thresholds), and inclusion of 
‘pragmatic’ criteria (e.g. cost of applying a method, data 
availability, time constraints, skills required). 

•  Further development of interactive functionality, including 
case study database, reporting functionality, and offline 
availability. 

•  Develop online and offline training materials and 
workshops. 
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Thank you very much for your attention. 

 
PROVIA Guidance: http://www.sei-international.org/publications?pid=2432 

PROVIA User Companion: http://www.sei-international.org/publications?pid=2469 
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